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at war as polls close 


f Bevins 
in Brown 


r The Tories started warring even 

. , before the polling stations had 
: dosed last night, with leadership 

l candidates jockeying for posi- 
i“ji°n to succeed John Major. 
u r Clearly anticipating a Tory 
h defeat. leading Euro-sceptic 
2 * accused Kenneth Clarke. Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and 
Michael Heseltine. the Deputy 
Prime Minister, of sabotaging 
the Conservative election cam- 
paign by refusing to allow Mr 
Major to veto entry into the sin- 
gle European currcncv. 

Across Whitehall, ministeri- 
al special advisers were packing 
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0 in anticipation of being thrown 

1 out of their offices by aJLabour 
* victory. One official at the Trea- 
7> srny said: “We are spring clean - 
1 ing over here." 

.*>•»■ . With yesterday’s voting 
marked by a high early turn-out 
throughout the country during 
(J a bright and sunny day, the rc- 
I* cent sp3te of terrorist scares 
prompted the first appearance 
aimed police officers at Tony 
jtjp- Blair's polling station in Sedge- 
jam field. County Durham. 

Out But it was the early moves on 
the Tory leadership that pro- 
7,48 Gilded the early indicator of the 
-a*- ""result. Even before polling 
8 ‘ opened, at least one Cabinet 
challenger for the leadership 
had told broadcasters he was 


eager to appear over the week- 
end, with an implicit nudge-and- 
wink hint that he would be in 
the running for the succession. 

Cabinet contenders had al- 
ready been beaten to the start- 
ing gale by John Redwood, the 
one man unconstrained by the 
niceties of waiting for the result. 
He has already been booked to 
appear on BBC Radio 4’s The 
WbHtI at One programme today, 
and he Ls scheduled to star on 
London Weekend Television's 
Jonathan Dirnhleby programme 
on Sunday, to “discuss the 
lessons for the Conservative 
Party". 

According to Labour sources, 
the biggest lesson or the cam- 
paign was the way in which the 
party's machine “ran Central Of- 
fice ragged" at every turn, in 
spite of the fact that they had re- 
ceived a leaked copy of Labour's 
“war book" battle plans. 

One senior Labour source 
said he suspected that the 
Tories had under-played their 
strongest card - the economy - 
because they were wary of pro- 
moting Kenneth Clarke, for 
fear of provoking a Euro-scep- 
tic backlash. 

The Tory pro-Europeans are 
ready to launch a fight-hack to- 
day with Douglas Hurd, the for- 
mer Foreign Secretary, poised 
to go the rounds of the broad- 
casting studios to issue a point- 
by-point answer to the charges 
from the Euro-sceptics. 

“The Euro-scepncs are being 
complete idiots if they think 
Europe was the issue which cost 
us the election,” said a senior 
Cabinet source. “There were 
over 200 candidates who fought 
the election on a commitment 
to role out the single currency. 
It was made pretty clear to any- 
one wanting to cast their vote 
what the nature of the Tory par- 
ty would be." 

But Lord TebbiL, die former 
chairman of the party, was the 
first openly to put the boot into 
Mr Major for refusing to fight 
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Devotion to democracy: Sisters of the enclosed Benedictine order of Tyburn Convent, Marble Arch, London, queueing to exercise their democratic right yesterday morning. The 
nuns, who live in silent contemplation, are only permitted to leave the convent for visits to the doctor or dentist - or to exercise any ‘civic duty' Photograph: Philip Meech 


on a Burn- sceptic ticket by 
ruling out a single currency. 
“ Labour would never have had 
a dog's chance if he had ruled 
out the single currency,'' he 
wrote in the Sun. 

With strong Whitehall ru- 
mours circulating about 
Michael Portillo's putative lead- 
ership campaign, Ladbrokes 
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MPs? Philistines 
all, says Hockney 


yesterday reported heavy bel- 
ting onMr BortiDo andMrHes- 
eltine for the succession. They 
are joint 5-2 favourites. 

But early contendere could 
yet be disappointed if Mr Ma- 
jor spurns the advice of close 
friends and decides that he has 
a duty to see his party through 
to a mature and considered 
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leadership battle in July, or 
even the autumn. Mr Major's 
friends argue that, having been 
betrayed by party feuding he 
should leave the warring fac- 
tions to do their worst, and an- 
nounce his intention to stand 
down at the earliest opportunity. 

Other, calmer voices say - 
rightly - that if be did that, he 


would be rewarding the very 
people who have made his life 
so difficult as Prime Minister for 
the past six years. 

A precipitate resignation and 
leadership contest would prob- 
ably leave the party in the 
hands of the right-wing Euro- 
sceptics and, possibly, trigger a 
mass defection by pro-Euro- 


pean MPs. Delay would help to 
calm the excitement It would 
give new MPs time to settle 
down, think about the future of 
the party, and mobilise support 
for a contender who could hold 
the party together. That could 
even revive the possibility of a 
joint Heseltine-Portfilo ticket 
With brisk polling reported 






David Lister 

and Andrew IWIarr 

David Hockney, our best known 
-living artist last night warned 
.. that Britain does not need a gov- 
eriupeht of “bossy prefects," 
and airily suggested that Jack 
. ..Straw^ shduldlnake le g al i s in g 
marijuanaa priority. 

- “Many mart of my friends 
’^iave" died -from alcohol titan 


and airily suggested that Jack 
. . .Straw^shduld^jake le g al i s in g 
marijuana a priority. 

- “Many mart of my friends 
M ; ‘"have died froco alcohol than 
. . . drugs,” said the 59 -vear-old 
- • artist looking unusually boyish 
. . / Th a knitted green waistcoat Bui 

. bet Jack StraW will be serving 

■ j drinks tonight J. I would prefer 

J ,.-a joint really. Wbat am 1 
’ i supposed to say?” 
v-Y:. Hockney wjas speaking to 
.['the Independent at one of the 
. •. "most, enjoyable occasions on 
£ selection night., it was the open- 

's - >ing of his first: commercial ex- 
'hibitkm in London for 15 yeare; 
\ > and with the light flooding in 
"through the gfezed roof of the 
onto hiavibraDt paintings 
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of flowers, he briefly forsook 
contemporaries such as Kitag, 
Luden Freud. Sir Anthony Caro 
and Allen Jones, to tell us his 
personal manifesto for change. 

He said he had only voted 
once in his life, for Harold 
Wilson, and an era that ushered 
in libertarianism, homosexual 
law reform and artistic innova- 
tion. He hoped, but did not ex- 
pect, to see again a government 
encouraging such things. **Tm 
a bit dreading Jack Straw real- 
ly," he told us. “He is about my 
age and 30 years ago they were 
saying weU. you can’t legalise 
marijuana, they don't know the 
facts. Thirty years have passed 
and now they do.” 

Hockney recently said; “Par- 
liament are philistines; people 
who are not concerned with 
beauty, not concerned with the 
things I am.” Last night be 
added: "There's so much ener- 
gy and creativity about but it has 
to be supported. Yet on an of- 


ficial level we’re a philistine 
country." He mused for a mo- 
ment then said: “Mind you it 
could be worse. Have you ever 
been to New Zealand?” 

Hockney pleaded for the 
new government to consider to 
the appearance of politic build- 
ings: “Years and years ago, 
when they used to pull the 
buddings down in Bradford. I 
would say why don’t they spend 
more money and make them 
more attractive?" 

But he did express optimism 
in one area unrelated to politics. 
Painting is malting a comeback, 
he said. “ Wfe Ve gone through the 
photography era _. the young 
artist will move back to panning. 
It is happening.” 

□ David Hockney: “Flowers, 
Faces and Spaces" is at the An- 
neiy Juda Fine Art Gallery, 
London Wl, until July. It con- 
tains his new paintings of 
flowers and portraits of himself 
and his family. 




from around the country, Mr 
Major said after he had voted 
in his Huntingdon constituency 
that the 30-per-cent local turn- 
out was “way above what we'd 
normally expect" He said it was 
“a very good omen for democ- 
racy when you've got weather 
like this, on polling day and what 
looks like a high tum-ouL" 
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Bower power: David Hockney at the opening of his first com me rc ial exhBwtio n in London for 15 years Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Murderer deported 

“Mad Dog” McCafferty 
(above), the multiple murder- 
erwho has been deported from 
Australia after spending a total 
of 23 years in jarL is due to ar- 
rive in Britain today. Page 16 

£300,000 damages 

Sandra Hurley, the mother of 
a Down’s Syndrome child who 
was refused a screening test is 
to receive £300,000 damages fol- 
lowing an onr-of-court settle- 
ment of her negligence daim. 

Page5 

Refugees wait 

United Nations agencies are 
struggling to dear a backlog of 
some 2,000 Rwandan refugees 
waiting to be airlifted home 
from Zaire. Page 16 


24-26 

..... .21-23 


Comment - - 

Election '97 


.16-19 


Home News 2-5 

Law report 20 

Leaders & Letters 21 

Obituaries .20 

Shares ; - .27 


Sport .29-32 

Weather ........ ............ .30 

THE TABLOID 

Arts Reviews .19 

Classical music 16-18 


Listings 20-21 

Management 17 

Radio & TV 23,24 

Rock and pop 10-14 

Style 8,9 


51^46450 



\ 120CI* FAX MACHINE 


IWOP FAX MACHINE 


8000? FAX MACHINE 


1200P, 1700P, 8000P: Three dear leaders that have produced some singularly 
impressive results. Not only in terms of the high quality of output, but also the 
awards they have won. 

And when you see what they have to offer the British Public, it will come as no 
surprise that they have done so well 

The FAX-1 200P Is currently one of the best selling plain paper faxes in the UJt, 
uses A* plain paper and has a fixed cost per copy. 

The FAX-i 70OP, besides boasting the same product features as above, also 
offers a very Impressive buift-fn digital answering machine and a 14,400bps modem 

And the FAX-8000P has everything that the larger office could wish for 
feature-rich, high quality laser output fast transmtssiorj times, low reception costs 
and PC connectivity option. 

All of which is only 9 small sample of what made them winners. 

If you’d like to know more about a range of fax machines that are winning 
an increasing number of votes of confidence, call the number shown. 

CALL THIS NUMBER QUOTING REF:.ID021 

0345 535 100 
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Brother U.K. Ltd. Auderehaw, Manchester M3* SJO. 

Brother International Corporation. Nagoya. Japan. 
Sales^bi/Lftro therxo.uk http://mvw.bfOZher.C0ff> 
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Maze prison protest set to 
end after crisis talks 

The loyalist protest at the Maze prison is to end after a 
breakthrough during crisis meetings between loyalist politicians 
and Northern Ireland security officials yesterday. 

After nearly an hour of talks at Stormont Castle, representatives 
from the Ulster Democratic Party (UDP), which has close links to 
UDA paramilitaries at the centre of the protests, emerged to say 
there were signs the dispute could be resolved. Two earlier 
• meetings had ended without agreement 

The dispute had started on Tbesday after prison officers 
introduced new’ security measures for all prisoners in the aftermath 
of the discovery of a Republican escape tunnel at the Maze. 
Loyalists refused to co-operate with die planned twice-daily lock- 
ups for head counts on the grounds they were being penalised for 
the behaviour of the IRA, 

Prison staff were withdrawn from two of the H-shaped blocks 
involved, family visits were suspended and inmates took to the 
rooves. burning furniture and papers. The Ulster Freedom Fighters 
then warned of price to be paid r if riot squads were used to re- 
take the prison blocks. Simon Reeve 

Man charged over pub murder 

A 27-vear-oId man was 
yesterday charged with 
murdering judge's daughter 
Rachel McGrath, who was 
stabbed to death as she called 
to collect her boyfriend from a 
public house last Friday. 

Jobless Nicholas Burton. 27, 
wiU appear before magistrates 
in Stockport Greater 
Manchester, today. 

Burton, of no freed address, 
was remanded in custody 
yesterday charged with 
kidnapping 17-year-old college 
student Debbie van Geriio near her home m Cxailey, Stockport, the 
day after 27-year-old Miss McGrath died. 

Burton, who was arrested in North Wales on Sunday, is also 
accused of making death threats and false imprisonment in 
connection with the alleged kidnapping of Miss van Gerko. 

Miss McGrath, of Wilmslow, Cheshire, whose father, Brian, 55. 
is a district judge, was found dead outside the Victoria Tavern in 
BramhalL, Stockport, after driving there to collect her live-in 
boyfriend, Kevin Forster, 25, after a night out. 

Cabbies pledge help in rapist hunt 

A cabbies' leader yesterday pledged “maximum co-operation” with 
police hunting a taxi driver who raped a 13 -year-old girl. 

Bob Oddy, general secretary of the Licensed Taxi Drivers' 
Association, which oversees the 17,000 cabs and 22.000 drivers 
operating in London, said the association was considering the 
possibility that a bogus driver could be involved, adding: “There 
are hundreds of second-hand taxi cabs in London and it is perfectly 
possible that the rapist could have got bold of one.” 

Mr Odd/s pledge came after police appealed for help in the 
hunt for the driver of a black cab who subjected a 13-year-old girl 
to a terrifying ordeal, raping her three times while she was on a 
sightseeing visit to London. 

The victim, who comes from Southampton and is now 14, was 
attacked after being picked up by the black cab in The Strand at 
about midnight on Sunday, 23 March. 

Chaos ahead for drivers in France 

Lorry firms are braced for a week of massive disruption to travel in 
France because of a combination of official restrictions and 
another protest strike. The AA advised motorists planning a Bank 
Holiday cross-Channel break to be prepared for possible chaos on 
Monday, caused by a threatened new blockade. 

May Day is a public holiday in France, and under rules 
introduced at the end of the last year - to appease striking French 
lorry drivers - no foreign lorries are allowed on the country’s roads 
on Sundays and official holidays. In addition, two French truckers' 
unions have backed a “day of action" on Monday. 




Rick Parfitt: Manager blames cigarettes and diet for heart. 
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R ick Parfitt, the guitarist with the veteran rock band 
Status Quo. was last night said to be “desper- 
ate to get baefc-'to work*, (ess than 24 hours af- 
ter undergoing an emergency quadruple heart by-pass 
. operation. 

Parfitt, 48, from Teckfingfon, south-west London, was 
recovering in the intensive care unit at Ltmdoh'sWrinng- 
ton Hospital after a four-hour operation. - 
A spokesman lor the band said: “He is drifting in 
and out of consciousness but he has been talking to - 
nurses. He's desperate to get back to work but sur- 
geons say he will have to wait untii 1 August.” 

' The musician was admitted to hospital after com- 
plaining of chest pains. Extensive tests revealed anar- 
rowing of arteries to his heart, and his surgeon 
recommended immediate surgery. He is expected to 
make a full recovery but will remain in intensive care 
until this evening. 

- His manager, David Walker, arrived at the hospital- 
in St John’s Wood yesterday afternoon. He said Parfftt - 
hard the first twinges of pain on Sunday, but it was not 
until Tuesday, after he had finished a day's Recording 
that he contacted his Harley Street doctor.. . 

“Rick woke up in a state of shock. He was all wired . 


up and drugged up but ire stfflharia smite to hfe eyes,~ 
said Mr Walker. “He bad shown nosgns of heart prob- 
lems during the extensive tbuf fri which we Covered 
between 40,000 and 50,000 mites. He bad only com: 

• plained about the usual things^such as tiredness. 

“He went to his doctor, who ftab experienced sim- 
ilar symptoms arid had tfieteniacxty to recognise that 
Rick would need.thorough tests. 

v ( was fofd on the phone that the tests would be a 
safety precaution, but then I got a message.from his 
surgeon saying that unless he went under ttiekriffe 
Immediately, it could be too late.’'; 

Mr Walker added: “We have no idea what caused 
this, after all he keeps fit The show itself is a keep-fit 
show, i guess it was to do with smoking and a bad 
diet though J tried to get him to use patches to get 
him ofTttie cigarettes." 

the operation has caused the Immediate cancella- 
tion of all Status Quo concertsfor May. June and July. 
The band was due to undertake a series of 21 Euro- 
pean and festival appearances this summer, playing . 
to more than 1 minion fans. 

Last year Parfitt crashed his Porsche and was banned 
from driving for 18 months. 
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Dame Shirley’s 
£ 31 m fight moves 
to High Court 

The decision to impose a £31 .6m sur- 
charge on Dame Shirley Porter and five 
former colleagues in the Westminster City 
Council “homes for votes" affair wilt 
reach the High Court in October. 

The former Tory council leader, who 
has indicated she wishes to submit fresh 
evidence, was one of those directed yes- 
terday to be available for cross examina- 
tion at a six-week appeal to begin on 2 
October. Her QC asked the three senior 
judges in the case to disregard the “horri- 
fying'' publicity surrounding it 

Three Westminster councillors and 
three officials, including Dame Shirley, 
who now lives in Israel, were accused by 
the district auditor, John Mag iff, of “wilful 
misconduct” and “disgraceful and im- 
proper gerrymandering" between 1987 
and 1989. 

In May last year he made them jointly 
and severally liable to repay the £31 ,6m 
estimated to have been spent by the 
council moving council tenants from mar- 
ginal wards and selling their homes 
cheaply to people who were more likely 
to vote Conservative, in an effort to fix 
election results. 

Lawyers for Dame Shirley and her for- 
mer colleagues will argue in court that 
the auditor's methods of procedure and 
conclusions were fundamentally flawed 
and the record surcharge was unfair. 

Lord Justice Rose, sitting with Mr Jus- 
tice Latham and Mr Justice Keene, laid 



down a timetable for the hearing and 
gave directions on the extent to which 
fresh evidence would be admissible 
before them. 

Lord Justice Rose said it would be for 
the appellants to open the case and seek 
to establish that there was “something 
amiss" with the auditor's decision, if they 
overcame that hurdle, it would be ter the 
auditor to prove they were guilty of wilful 
misconduct 

Other appellants are: termer deputy 
leader David Weeks; termer housing 
.chairman Peter Hartley: termer managing 
director Biff Phillips, and Graham Eng- 
land, former director of housing. Mr Eng- 
land's tenner assistant Paul Hayter, who 
has undergone treatment ter depression, 
has had his appeal stayed until further or- 
der. The surcharge is suspended pending 
the High Court challenge. 


Peter Pan and the princess 


Sir James “JM” Barrie, author of Peter Pan, 
was revealed yesterday to have undertak- 
en an unusual royal collaboration. 

When Princess Margaret unveiled a plaque 
commemorating the 85th anniversary of 
Peter Pan's statue m Kensington Gardens, 
she recalled how she was befriended, at 
the age of three, by the celebrated writer. 

Sir James was so impressed with the 
young princess that he used her words in 
a play and paid her 14 newly minted pen- 
nies by way of royalties. 

Princess Margaret explained how Sir 
James sat next to her at her third birthday 
party and later wrote a description of their 
meeting far Cynthia Asquith's book The 
King’s Daughters. 

He said: “Some of her presents were on 
toe table, simple things that might have 
come from the sixpenny shops, but she 
was in a frenzy of glee over them, especial- 
ly about one to which she had given the 
place of honour by her plate. 

“I said to her as one astounded, ‘Is that 


really your very own? 1 and she saw how l 
envied her and immediately placed it be- 
tween us with the wards ‘it is yours and 
mine'." 

Soon after toe party, tite princess heard 
someone speak of ham, and remarked: “f 
know that man. He is my greatest friend, 
and i am his greatest friend." 

Barrie incorporated the phrases in his 
last play, The Boy David, and when he next 
met the Princess, agreed that, as a collab- 
orator in toe production, she would receive 
a penny for each performance. 

The play dosed after a short ran and Sir 
James assumed Margaret had forgotten 
his promise. However, in 1937, her father, 
George VI, wrote Barrie a playful reminder 
that, if he did not pay up, he would hear 
from the royal solicitors. 

So toe writer drew up a formal agree- 
ment to pay, which still easts in toe Royal 
Library at Windsor Castle. It was toe last 
thing Barrie wrote. He died on 19 June, 
1937. 


EVOLUTION 


Study of tfeard&proves 
Darwmvtas right 

Sciestists believe toey &avejarbved Claries Darwin was right by 
teg frsfeds on dtfferfmt.ftya hirirmaTy p aths and watching the 
alfe.;P»wm^igDed iiL^eDpgm of the Spedes that wien 
ankrowSroM-. "—T zUiy (jj^y adapt to its conditions and 


even 


a ucsespeciCS. 

The first qfeembfe evidence that this happens has come from 
. an experiment in which Anoliii lizards were introduced to a group 
of Bahamian islands*- Returning to the feianrk 14 years later, the 
scientists, led by Dr Jonathan Losos from Washington University, 
Missouri, found that the. island lizards had changed to suit the 
vegetation of their new environment 
They had developed much shorter hind limbs and become 
lighter to help them perch on the thinner branches and twigs found 
on the islands They also bad wider toe-pads than lizards living in 
their jaaihfal home on the island of Staniel Cay. 

• Science journal Nature, which published the results toaay, saiu: ■* 
“This may be among the most important work in evolutionary • -j- 
stadias since Darwin studied the diversity of finches on the 
Galapagos islands during the voyage of the Beagle. 

HEALTH * 

Irish ignoring dangers of sun 

Sun-loving Irish people forget or ignore the long-term risks of sldo 
cancer when they get the opportunity to go oat and get a tan. a 
psychologist warned yesterday, Dr Anne-Marie McMahon said: 

“The trouble with the Irish is that we have sun-Iorog gregarious 
personalities, but sensitive Nordic skin. And our donate is so 
unpredictable we rush out with a sense of joy when we see the 

SU She was speaking after a 
survey showed that the 
number of Irish people who do 
not take any precautions to 
protect themselves from the 
risk of skin cancer when they 
go s unb a thing had doubled 
from II percent last year to 
22 per cent this yean 

Only 6 per cent of Irish sun- 
lovers limited the time they 
spend in the sun - a 16 per 
cent drop on the number of 
people who said they took 
precautions in the same 
survey last year. 



CHURCH 


A bleak view from the vicarage 

Vicars' wives think their husbands are overworked and underpaid, 
according to a new survey. The study of more than 100 vicars' 
spouses revealed the modern-day pressures on male and female 
priests and their families. 

It concluded that most vicars work an average of more than 60 
hours a week, with 25 per cent of wives believing their family 
relationships suffered because of the clergy workload. In addition, 
marry wives say although they can meet day-to-day needs but 
cannot afford extras such as holidays or new appliances. 

The survey of more than 100 ecclesiastical spouses was carried 
out by Susan Avis, whose husband. Paul Avis who is sub Dean of 
Exeter Cathedral and vicar of Stoke Canon near Exeter, Devon. 

Vicars are awarded an annual stipend of around £14,500, no 
matter how long they have served in the post. However, they- do 
have the benefit of a free home and a non-contributory pension, 
which brings the package nearer to £20,000 a year. 

Mrs Avis said:*The survey may have given clergy spouses the 
chance to let off steam. 

“But equally noteworthy were respondents who nonetheless 
counted blessings and were endeavouring to accept their 
difficulties cheerfully as part of their calling to follow Christ" 

The Archdeacon of Exeter, the Venerable Tony Tremlett, 
said:“FeopIe do not go into the Church because of the money. It is 
not an income which allows any luxury. The clergy is expected to be 
all things to all people. Qearfy vicars cannot do everything.” 



TRANSPORT 


Scotland offers life in the test lane 

If you want to avoid life in the slow lane and dodge dally traffic ' T 
jams, then the Scottish Borders and East Anglia are the best 
places to live and work, new research published has revealed. 

Around 70 per cent of British motorists spend up to 30 minutes 
stock in a traffic jam daring an average working day, but a drive to 
work in the Borders and East Anglia is much easier with 41 per 
cent and 40 per cent of motorists respectively avoiding a jam 
altogether: - T. 

That compares with only 3 per cent in Lancashire, 7 per cent fff' 
the central region of England and 8 per cent of drives in : 
Yorkshire who manage to dodge daily hold-ups. 

And if you ever want to get stock in the slow lane then the 
Midlands, which includes the M6 and Spaghetti Junction, is the. 
place to head for. 

Ninety per cent of motorists interviewed for the research, 
sponsored by breakdown service An to national Rescue, are held up ■ 
in traffic jams every day by anything up to two hours - although 
for most, the average daily hold-up is no more than 15 min utes. 

SOCIETY 

King of the squeegee rides again 

The world -window-cleaning record was reclaimed by its former - FT 
holder, Terry Burrows, yesterday. He cut nearly a quarter of a seco^f. 
from his previous best as he cleaned three 45-inch-square windows® 
18.46 seconds at the National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham. ■ 

Mr Burrows, 41, from South Ockenden, Essex, used a bucket fitf 
soapy water, a 14-inch applicator and a 12in squeegee blade fc» 
Rules stipulate that the judge may add half-second penalties ifv 
any sections of the three panes are not wetted first or remain wefd 
the brash. The window ledge also has to be wiped clean. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4U2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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Yvette Cooper, Independent journalist 
and prospective MR describes her 
baptism of fire in pursuit of a seat 
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- “This lady warns your mum and dad 
to vote for her”. The words are dear- 
ly and brightly pronounced. "She’s 

S to be the headmaster 

himself; “She wants to he our 
MP Does any one know what MP 
stands for? Member of Par 
Three or four high-pitched voices fin- 
ish the word for him: “Par-lec- 
raent.” "What do Members of 
Parliament do?” com inues the head- 
master. A child at the front pipes up: 
-They help people.” 

-That’s right,” responds the head, 
while I reel from the direct hit. Cyn- 
icism, disillusion and hostility: "all 
these I am braced for, but a burst of 
straightforward trust knocks me be- 
tween the eyes. Recovering compo- 
sure, I fry a question myself: "Can 
. anyone name the political parties?” 

Eight hands pump up into the air. 
shoulders and bodies straining to 
catch up with them. Perhaps the ques- 
tion was too easy. “Labour.” beams 
the first child T nod at, and the oth- 
er seven hands descend. There is a 
puzzled pause. “Any other parties?” 
prompts the class teacher from the 
comer. Apparently not - not as far 
as these 32 Pontefract six-year-olds 
are concerned, anyway. Even after 
another pause, and a lot more en- 
couragement, the best they can do 
is one tentative suggestion from a girl 
at the back: “New Labour, Miss?” I 
suppress a grin, and we move on to 
the next classroom. 

‘ Here in Pontefract and Castleford, 
the constituency that selected me as 
its Labour candidate just over three 
weeks ago. Conservative voters don’t 
crop up much on the campaign trail. 
Our job here s not to persuade wa- 
verers, but to get the Labour vote out. 
My task, as a new face, is that 1 am 


working hard and here to stay. 
Leaflets and posters have been print- 
ed and parcelled for sending out to 
\ uters and supporters. Days are par- 
celled up and distributed too. 1 hand- 
ed activists and councillors in every 
comer of the constituency a package 
of time to fill for me with local vis- 
its and events. 

On day one 1 visited two factories, 
a technical college, a day centre for 
the elderly and a* line-dancing class. 
Day two mok me through four 
schools, three pensioners' groups, a 
working-men's dub and a barber’s. 
I have kicked off for Castle ford 
Rugby League and called the first line 
of bingo at the huge Gala Bingo Hall. 

At every stage I am chaperoned 
by dark suits — predominantly burly 
men, be they councillors, local union 
activists, or party organisers. Jack- 
eted and rosetted. they arc lethal with 
a roll of stickers, the protective 
warmth and enthusiasm with which 
they watch out for my welfare is as- 
tonishing — especially given that we 
met less than a month ago. 

But then meeting strangers is all 
1 haw done for weeks now. I assume 
it gets easier with practice: pressing 
the flesh. The challenge is the first 
few lines of conversation. Whffle. and 
people smell iL Dissemble, and they 
sense it. There is nowhere to hide, 
no unwritten rule of politeness to de- 
fend you from the judgement of a fel- 
low citizen. 

Nor is then: any way to stick to soil 
and soppy tasks like kissing babies. 
Campaigning for voles means en- 
tering. however briefly, the lives of 
the people you seek to represent. ’ 

Some of those lives aren’t easy. At 
the first infants’ school I visited, the 
head teacher told me the first task 


Hopeful: Yvette Cooper, Labour candidate for Pontefract and Castleford, meets the people in Castleford town centre 


for the caretaker each morning was 
to sweep the used needles from the 
playground. Over half the children 
arriving in the nursery class have 
speech problems, because - a party 
member suggested - no one at home 
has been talking to them properly. 

It could have been a dismal en- 
counter, listening to talcs of abuse, 
drugs and woe. Bui the head teacher 
and the governors were brimming 
with determination and optimism 
about what they could achieve, not 
least through the parenting classes 
and literacy classes they were pur- 
suing for local mums and dads. 

Leaping swiftly forward through 
the lifecycle, wc pass junior schools 
and comprchensivcs. Somewhere 
along the way, I remember to eat; but 
not often and not much. 

Bridget Jones would be proud of 
me Cigarettes: none (apart from a 
bit of passive smoking at the work- 
ingr men's club.) Alcohol: 4 units. 


Calories; not enough. Hands shak- 
en: 70. v good. 

Next stop, the world of work: pits 
as miners finish their shift, a cloLh- 
ing factory where rows of women 
stitch and snip, several chemical 
factories, and a dark and clanking 
glass factory. At the pensioners' day 
centre where we slop for tea, one 


politicians are the same; none of 
them have done anything about that 
bit of wasteland round the back of 
the home: who do I think I am. com- 
ing in from outside: why won’t any- 
one raise her pension: and on arid 
on. It is a delicate situation to han- 
dle. Weaken under her hostility and 
the crowd will all sense it and crow. 


£ A burst of straightforward trust 
knocks me between the eyes 9 


woman is determined to draw blood. 
She is seething even before I open 
my mouth. Ups pursed, arms tight- 
ly folded, eyes flickering up to the 
ceiling, she looks like a teenager who 
is being told off by a teacher. 

And she is furious with me or with 
herself, or with something. Whatever 
I say she spits back a comment. AH 


Fight back and they will close ranks 
and lynch me. Ride it, ever reason- 
able. and sooner or later the pack 
turns on their own. By the time we 
left, Mrs Pursed-Lips had been 
roundly trounced by everyone in the 
room and the candidate pronounced 
a lovely lass. One elderly woman ex- 
plains, as we leave, how her moth- 


er insisted on being carried to the 
polling station as she was dying. “She 
never missed a vote. Nothing would 
stop her. That's how we were taught. 
Our family fought, you know - for 
the miners, for the Labour Party. Til 
never vole anything else.” 

This deeply religious attitude to 
voting is a severe contrast to the 
glazed eyes of younger voters. One 
of the final campaign stops is at a 
youth dub in the south of the con- 
stituency, where they are holding a 
mock election. Try as i might, I can- 
not tempt any of the teenagers into 
talking to me about politics. So we 
stick to who-fancies-who. The 
14-year old Labour candidate is a bit 
of a heart-throb, it seems, so that pre- 
sumably explains his support. But the 
Socialist Labour candidate has done 
better, targeting the 11-year-old 
boys on bikes who are swiftly bribed 
into sabotaging the other candi- 
dates’ posters. Be it the teenagers' 


Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 

love-life, or the pensioners’ opera- 
tion, 1 am amazed at people’s will- 
ingness to tell politicians their life 
stories at the touch of a knuckle. And 
then, on the eve of polling day 1 am 
reminded why they do it. A woman 
wc have met briefly in the pub on the 
way home tells about her severely dis- 
abled son, who has become too 
heavy for her to carry upstairs to the 
bathroom. But she can't get the help 
she needs to adapt her house. 

Is there anything, she asks, that I 
can do? Real-world responsibility 
drenches me suddenly tike a cola 
shower. I promise to do whatever I 
can to help, without any idea how 
much difference an MP can make in 
a case like this. Labour’spolicyhaiid- 
book provides no clues on the mat- 
ter. This, poking up between the 
slickers and the handshakes, is the 
important stuff; as the Pontefract six- 
year-old told me at the beginning, 
“helping people”. 
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Sister act: IVvo of the works on show at the Fawcett Society exhibition, which spans 130 years of campaigning for equal rights for women 

Drawn to the truth: Cartoons 
chart women’s battle for equality 
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Louise Jury •' 

• The cartoon dates from 1928. 
. “Tlie Parliament of the future”, 

’ it says, under a picture of an all- 

-- female House. If only, the sis- 
ters of the Nineties might reply. 

Tfaf image is one of 145 in an 
exhibition (Sawn together by the 

Fawcett Society, .the equality 
campaigners, spanning 13U 
years, which opens today. The 
aim of Fawcett’s Funny Girb m 
Cartooning for Equality was to 
show through the cartoons 
: women’s battle for equal ngfats. 

But when they came up with the 

idea, the society, bad no idea 
whether that would be feasible. 

- Diane Atkinson, a hisiomn 
and the show’s curator, sated 
5,000 images, from Low, Giles 
and Mel Caiman to Posy &m- 
monds, to discover it was- For- 
tunately; though the point of 
some oidjqk^waslostinnme. 
others still carried a message. I 
think they are quite a good 
barometer of the issues, Dr - 
Addnson said. "And I beheve 
I*ve managed to cover quite a 
long time span quite economi- 
cally through these images. 

What can bc; seen is the rise 
of the Suffragette movement, 
tbe changes in altitude after the 
- awarding of the vote to women 
and the subsequent struggle 

forequalifeh^’nwsubieasare 

not only politics ait Westminster 
bat in a broader sense, m the 
workplace and home. A Punch 
cartoon in 1853 was one of the 
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'Constable, you n vad removing Hwt suffragette from Hie railings ?' 

women on top: Heath, defeated by Thatcher, depicted as a chained Suffragette 


earliest to feature a woman MP. 
It was, Dr Atkinson said, “a 
bizarre, almost surrealistic im- 
age to the mid-Victorians’", j. 

Then humour turned full cir- 
cle from the thought of women 
in Parliament as a joke in itself 
to the moment when a woman 


finally came out on top. When 
, Margaret Thatcher beat Ed- 
ward Heath to lead the Tories, 
the occasion was marked with 
a cartoon showing her pointing 
to Sir Edward chained to the 
..Westminster railings in the 
- manner of a Suffragette. His 


banners read "Keep Women 
Out Of Tbe Top Spot** and “A 
Woman’s Place Is In The 
Home". 

Some things never change. 
Attacks on the appearance of 
women politicians are shown to. 
have a historical precedent in a 


cartoon depicting all Suf- 
fragettes as so ugly they have 
never been kissed. “It’s one of 
those cliches they recycle afl the 
time - you must be a sad lesbian 
with a moustache,” Dr Atkin- 
son said. Despite the sexism, she 
said, the exhibition and ac- 
companying book were not 
anti-male, nor angiy and stri- 
dent. Tm not a woman who 
bates men - 1 am married to 
one.” Shelagh Diplock, director 
of the Fhwcett Society, said the 
cartoons reflected how far 
women have come and how 
much was still to be won. 

But they also showed femi- 
. nists had a sense of humour. “I 
wanted to show that we don’t 
take ourselves seriously all the 
time. The battles of the sexes is 
often presented as earnest and 
hostile. But I’m a great believ- 
er in using humour to get peo- 
ple to re-think their ideas." 

The date for bundling the 
exhibition, at The Pump House 
People's History Museum, 
Manchester, was chosen 18 
months ago but could not have 
been more appropriate. The ex- 
hibition goes to Glasgow in 
July and to London in October. 

Mrs Diplock said: “I hope 
everyone will laugh but come 
away thinking This has been a 
long hard struggle, and where 
are we now? Yes, things have 
changed, but how much?' Then, 
having thought about it, theyll 
come and join the Fawcett" 

Or stand for Parliament 





Free £99„ 
Blazer 

This classic double-breasted blazer is yours free when 
you spend £ 140 or more on our extensive range 
of Sovereign Collection men’s suits. 

It’s the smart way to dress and save this Spring. 
Offer available until 5 May. 
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Time to stop: In the wake 

of the Dunblane 

massacre, 80 per cent of 
handguns have been 
banned. Now, the 
campaign has served its 
purpose, says Ann 
Pearston, a founder. 

Photograph: SDR 




curb guns 


lives on 


Mark Rowe 


Thu Snowdrop Campaign, 
which started life on an anti- 
quated decorators trestle tabic 
in the munb days that followed 
(he Dunblane massacre, and 
acted as a potent voice for the 
anti-gun lobby led by the vic- 
tims' parents, was finally wound 
up as the nation went to the 
polls yesterday. 

Launched within weeks of the 
day - 13 March, 19% - when 
Thomas Hamilton shot dead 16 
primary’ school children and 
their teacher, the campaign 
took its name from the only 
spring flower in bloom when the 
tragedy took place. Its message 
captured the public mood of dis- 
quiet at existing firearms legis- 
lation. Later, its co-ordinator. 


Ann Pearston, described it as 
one of the most successful sin- 
gle-issue campaigns ever seen 
in the UK, 

The founders, who organised 
a petition of more than 750.000 
signatures, now plan to give 
their support to the London- 
based pressure group, the Gun 
Control Network, which was set 
up after the Hungerford mas- 
sacre in 19S7. 

Mrs Pearston said recently: 
“Wc feel we have done all we 
can and now it's time to call it 
a day. A lot of people picked up 
a pen and signed our petition, 
now we'd like them to pick up 
a pen and join the Gun Control 
Network to continue the fight" 

Snowdrop was started from 
behind an old decorator s table 
in Stirling, when Mrs Pearston, 







1996? Thomas 
children and 
'lymlng* 

;^:M?rtheriri9; 


; gonsdBy 'ehdfliorTtlv Spoyi^ 


m 


Jacqueline Walsh and Rose- 
mazy Hunter invited people to 
sign a petition calling for a ban 
on the private ownership of 
handguns. 

Mrs Pearston, who did not 
suffer any personal tragedy at 
Dunblane, got involved be- 
cause she had lived for 18 
months in the city. 

Another person involved in 
the campaign -was Dr Mick 
North. The university lecturer 


lost his five-year-old daughter 
Sophie, his only child, in the 
tragedy. His wife, Barbara, had 
died of cancer when Sophie was 
just three. 

Dr North, 49. was the first be- 
reaved parent to speak out just 
nine days after his daughter's 
murder. 

Lord Cullen’s public inquiry 
was the first major hurdle fac- 
ing the families at the end of 
May 1996. They made their first 


public call for a total handgun 
ban at the end of the inquiry. 

U coincided with the Snow- 
drop Petition, with more than 
700,000 signatures, being hand- 
ed in. 

The findings of the Cullen In- 
quiry last October failed to 
recommend a total ban on 
handguns but the Government 
went further when they banned 
all private handguns, but only 
above .22 calibre. After a com- 


plete ban was rejected by the 
Commons, Tony Blair promised 
that a Labour government 
would legislate for a total ban 
on handguns, with a free vote 
for MPs. 

One of the last acts of the 
Snowdrop campaign was to 
screen an advert at cinemas 
across Britain. The 40-second 
film, which showed a human- 
shaped target being blown apart 
by pistol shotsjnvotvcd a voice- 


over by 007 legend Sean Con- 
nery. 

The Snowdrop campaign 
p|gn launched an anti- handgun 
poster last month featuring a 
blackboard with “ban all hand- 
guns" written in chalk in a 
child's handwriting. 

The decision to wind up the 
Snowdrop campaign follows di- 
visions within the campaign 
over how long it should continue 
as a pressure group. 
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DAILY POEM 


Book Ends (I) 

By Tony Harrison 


Baked the day she suddenly dropped dead 
wc chew it slowly that last apple pie. 


Shocked into sleeplessness you're scared of bed. 
We never could talk much, and now don’t try. 


You re like book ends, the pair of you, she'd say. 
Hog (hat grate, say nothing, sit, sleep, stare . . . 


The “scholar" me. you. worn out on poor pay, 
only our silence made us seem a pair. 


Not as good for staring in. blue gas, 
too regular each bud. each yellow spike. 


A night you need my company to pass 
and she not here to tell us we're a ike! 


Your life’s all shattered into smithereens. 


Back in our silences and sullen looks, 

for all the Scotch we drink, what’s still between’s 

not the thirty or so vears, but books, books, books. 


Tony Harrison will be reading “Book Ends’" just before 2200 
today on Radio 3. All the poems that have appeared this week 
come from his Selected Poems (Penguin, £6.99). ©Tony Har- 
rison 
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Keep your phone, keep your number, keep your line. 

In fact, all you subtract with Mercury SmartCall is 
between 2rt-3h“i. ofTBTs basic rate on all international 
economy calls of five minutes and over. 

FreeCall 0500 500 366 quoting ref. RSINDSD 

and we’ll give you the figures for vour home phone bill. 


Mercury SmartCall. 

You don't have to be a genius to see how much you'll save. 
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P133 Pentium* MuKknedia PC 

• 133MHz Intel Pentium* procassnr. 

• 16Mb EDO RAM. niuau, . 1 * — 1 

• 12Gb hard drive. OtxomOtM 

• 6-speed CD-ROM drive. 

Was £099. £1199. _ 
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Offer ends Monday 5th May 1997 


1 166MHz Intel Pentium* processor with 
MMX™ technology. 

1 16Mb RAM. 


1 2.0Gb hard drive. 


8-speed CD-ROM. 


33.6 bps fax modem. Dixons Deal 


Packard Bell 9016 


Dixons Deal 


P150 PENTIUM® PROCESSOR 
MULTHVKXHA PC 

• 150MHz Intel Pentium® processor. 

• 16Mb RAM • 16Gb hard drive. 1 

• 8-speed CD-ROM drive. I 
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Packanl Bell 9007EN 
PUSOPentfunr 
Multimedia Mint Tbvwer PC 

■ TSOfvfrfc: Intel Pentium 1 processor. 

• ■BMbEDORAM. 
e ZQjlwd drive. 

• 8-speed CD-ROM drive, 

e 2&8 bps fax modem. aj 

• Mafia select buttons. E 
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e 8-speed CD-ROM drive. 
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• iSeMHz bite) Pentssn" processor 
uvitfi technology. 

• 16Mb RAM. • 2Gb hard drive. 

• 8-iPWd CD-ROM drw& 

• C mortar. 


bckjdes Win do tvs 95, Pipe* Internet, FIFA Soccer 97. 

| IKi Acer PC it pre-loided witji So!t«jr«. The Software boxes featured 
above are for tML'Strr.lion purposes only. Yanoals not sispbed. 
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• IfiffliiH: Intel Pwraunr prowssor with MMX™ technology, 

e 32Mb RAM ea2Gb hard drive. „ ^ , 

• 33.8 bps fax modem. duwdmi 

• 8-speed CD-ROM. 

• B' montar. 
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Down’s mother wins 
£300y000 in damages 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

The mother of a Down’s Svndrnme child 
who was refused a screening lest is to 
receive £300,000 damages after the Min- 
istry Of Defence, the department respon- 
sible for the hospital, agreed to an 
out-of-court settlement of her negligence 
claim, 

Sandra Hurley, who is now 42. had told 
Mr Justice Hooper that if she had she 
known of her son Matthew’s condition, she 
would have terminated the pregnancy. 

Mrs Hurley, who was 35 at the time of 
the pregnancy, daimed that a doctor at 
Louis Margaret Maternity Hospital. Aider- 
shot, Hampshire, was negligent in telling 
her that the chances of having a Down's 
Syndrome baby were no greater than if she 
had been 26. 

The damages will help Mrs Hurlev pro- 
vide a good quality of life for Matthew, who 
was seven in June, and her two other chil- 
dren. She will also receive her legal costs. 
Experts said the size of the settlement, with- 
out admission of liability on the fourth dav 
of the trial, indicated that her legal team 
were confident of winning while the de- 
fendants expected to lose. The case is bound 
to be carefully studied by health providers. 

Mrs Hurley, from * Aldershot, said 
Matthew was in good health and was 
doing well at school. “I can't tell vou how- 
pleased I am. If I'd had the test. I wouldn't 
have gone through with the pregnancy. But 
now he's here, I love him with all mv'hcan 
and wouldn’t be without him." 

. She had gone with her husband to her 



Sandra Hurley; Claims she was mislead 
over chance of having Down's baby 


£ If the test had come 
back positive, I 
would have had a 
termination in days 9 


OP to ask fur an amniocentesis lest. When 
she uvnr u> the hospital, she said, she was 
advised of the I -per-cent risk of the lest 
cansing the abortion of a healthy foetus and 
told that the hospital did not offer it to 
women of 35 because of the cost. 


Her counsel, Richard Davies QC told 
the court that the information was ’’clear- 
ly substandard” because statistics showed 
that a 35-year-okl woman had up to a three- 
and-a-half limes greater risk of giving 
birth to a Down's syndrome child than a 
woman aged 26. 

Mrs Hurley said: “If I had had the lest 
and it had come back positive I would have 
had a termination within days. There is no 
doubt about that. But he refused to give 
me the test and 1 was prepared to take the 
risk Lhat it would cause me to miscarry.” 

The hospital doctor, Lawrence Roberts, 
who left the army with the rank of Li CoL 
told the court he would never have told Mrs 
Hurley that her risks of having a Down's 
syndrome child were the same as that of a 
woman of 26. But he would have said dur- 
ing the “routine consultation” that the 
dangers were not “automatically higher in 
absolute terms than if she was 26”. The rids 
uf Down's syndrome were still not “very 
high” in a woman of 25, he said. Mis Hur- 
ley's GP, Dr Anthony Raw, said he believed 
35 was (he beginning of serious risk of giv- 
ing birth to a Down's syndrome child. 

MA woman who developed Aids after re- 
ceiving a contaminated blood transfusion 
has received “substantial” damages from 
the Irish state. The unidentified married 
woman, a nurse from Co Kilkenny, start- 
ed legal action against the Irish Bkxxi Trans- 
fusion Service and the Department of 
Health. She was the first person in Ireland 
to be infected by a transfusion. The set- 
tlement was made without going to court. 
Legal observers reckoned the figure could 
have amounted to around £250,000. 
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Parents 
to see 
details 
of test 
results 


JudRIi Judd 

Education Editor 


New scores for national tests for 
1 1 -year-olds will be introduced 
this year because the present 
marking system does not give 
parents enough information. 

As well as being told what lev- 
el their children have reached, 
parents will be able to ask for 
scores which show how they 
have performed in reading, 
spelling, maths and mental 
arithmetic compared with oth- 
ers born in the same month. 

Tfests for 600,000 14-year- 
olds begin next Tuesday and for 
600,000 11-year-olds the fol- 
lowing Monday. Seven-year- 
olds are also being tested this 
term. At present most pupils at 
each age are awarded one of 
three levels. 

Officials at the School Cur- 
riculum and Assessment Au- 
thority, which advises the 
Government on testing, said 
yesterday that schools would not 
be required by law to give par- 
ents the new age-standardised 
scores but they hoped that most 
would decide to do so if parents 
requested them. 

Schools are required to tell 
parents the level reached by 
their children. Seven-year-olds 
are expected to reach Level 2, 
11-year-olds Level 4. and 14- 
year-olds between Levels 5 and 
6. The new scores will range 


£ The criticism 
has been that 
Level 4 is too 
broad-brush 9 


from 70-130. 

Nick Tate, the authority’s 
chief executive, said: “The crit- 
icism has been that Level 4 has 
been too broad-brush and that 
to be told your child is on Lev- 


other child m the school is not 
giving the degree of discrimi- 
nation parents want 

’The age-standardised score 
is a more accurate reflection of 
how well a child is doing in re- 
lation to other children.” 

A pflot last year in which sev- 
en-year-olds were given age- 
standardised reading scores in 
reading spelling nndmaths had 
been well received, he said. 
However, Dr Tfcte said levels 
were a good way of measuring 
the comparative performance 
schools. 

This year new grammar, 
spelling aiod punctuation tests are 
bang pfloted for 14-year-olds 
and new mental arithmetic tests 
are being tried out for 11- and 
14-year-olds. 

Around 3 per cent of schoob 
which vohmtwred for the gram- 
mar tests have withdrawn after 
seeing sample tests, either be- 
cause they disapprove of the 
questions or fee] their pupils are 
not ready for them. 



Vocal point: Anne-Marie Owens rehearsing her role as Venus in a new Opera North production of Wagner's Tarniftauser 
which opens tomorrow at the Grand Theatre, Leeds. The production is by Paul Daniel, who bids farewell as music 
director of Opera North to take up the same position at English National Opera in London Photograph: Laurie Lewis 
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End of the road: After weeks ^nd wait 

fears cast 
cloud on 
Labour’s 

poll idyll 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

The police and security services 
will be on high alert today 
amid fears that the ERA may 
choose the first day of the new 
government to continue its 
campaign of disruption. 

Polling passed off peacefully 
yesterday following an un- 
precedented package of securi- 
ty measures, including the use 
of armed police officers at the 
Labour leader's home seat of 
SedgeSeld, where police took 
the highly unusual step of using 
officers armed with Heckier 
and Koch automatic weapons, 
and wearing bullet-proof vests, 
to patrol the village and polling 
station at Trim don, Co Durham. 

A police spokesman said a 
small number of armed officers 
had been used in the Durham 
force’s area for several weeks 
as part of the heightened se- 
curity alert and that the officers 
used yesterday were for Tony 
Blair's protection, rather than 
for voters going to the polls. 

It made for an incongruous 
scene. Mr Blair in shirtsleeves, 
his wife, Cherie, and their chil- 
dren, Euan, 13. Nicholas. 1 1, and 
Kathryn. 9, looked relaxed un- 
der clear blue skies as they 
strolled to the tiny, flower- 
bedecked polling station at 
Trimdon Colliery Community 
Centre, shadowed bv the armed 


police officers. Outside the 
Blairs’ home - a large Victori- 
an house situated half-way down 
a tiny dirt track - two officers, 
again in bulletproof vests and 
cradling automatic weapons, 
stood guard all day. 

“We never discuss the 
specifics of security, but, along 
with other forces, we increased 
our anti-terrorism measures in 
the run-up to Christmas.” said 
George Oliver, spokesman for 
Durham Constabulary. “There 
has been an increase in the pub- 
lic appearance of armed officers 
over the past few weeks along 
certain routes. 

“Naturally, security for the 
principals in the election has to 
be taken seriously and it has 
been heightened in recent 
weeks because of the [terrorist] 
problems that have happened 
across the country." 

Extra police officers were on 
duty at many of the country’s 
45,000 polling stations, and 
covert surveillance operations 
were carried out. along with 
bomb searches at the counting 
centres. 

But anti-terrorist officers 
believe that today is a more 
likely target. The LRA may be 
tempted to seize the new 
government's anention by stag- 
ing a series of bomb threats in 
the first hours of power. Any 
motorway, railway and airport 
closures will have added impact 



charm 
fails to 
win Jack 
Russell’s 
vote 

Barrie Clement 


Armed escort: The Blair family leaving the well-guarded polling station in Sedgefleld after voting 


as ail route-ways are exp acted 
to be clogged with people 
travelling for the Bank Holiday 
weekend. 

There is also a precedent for 
a post-election hit. The night 
after John Major’s victory in the 
1992 general election, terrorists 
carried out two “spectaculars" 
with massive bomb blasts iu the 
City of London and at Staples 
Comer at the southern end of 
the Ml. 

In the Baltic Exchange attack 
the IRA detonated a massive 
car bomb in the heart of the 
City, killing three people and 
injuring 91. The bomb at Sta- 
ples Comer injured no one but 
caused extensive damage. 

A spokesman for the West 
Midlands police, who have had 
to cope with several of the re- 
cent coded telephone warnings, 
said: “The pattern suggests 


that Friday is a more likely 
target than polling day. 

“A Bank Holiday weekend 
on the first day of a new gov- 
ernment is a choice target. With 
this in mind we are a number of 


their ability to bring mayhem 
to motorways, the railways and 
air services with coded tele- 
phone calls, some warning of 
genuine devices, some merely 
hoaxes. 


6 A Bank Holiday weekend on the 
first day of a new government is a 
choice [terrorist] target? 


security operations going on." 
A vast number of both covert 
and overt security operations 
were used yesterday to try and 
ensure that nothing prevented 
people going to the polls. 

■ The IRA has demonstrated 
repeatedly in recent weeks 


Polling stations were scoured 
for explosive devices ahead of 
opening at 7am. additional po- 
lice officers were on guard and 
voters faced the prospect of 
being searched. 

Last Friday, the Home Of- 
fice sent the acting returning of- 


ficers in the constituencies of 
England and Wiles unprece- 
dented advice on how to min- 
imise disruption in the event of 
bomb threats. 

Similar advice went to offi- 
cials in the Scottish and Ulster 
constituencies. 

The party leaders and other 
prominent politicians were all 
doseiy shadowed yesterday by 
armed, plain-clothes officers. 

In one of the few incidents 
yesterday to involve the police, 
a 19-year-old man was arrest- 
ed at a polling station in 
PtetertxwotiglL Cambridgeshire, 
on suspicion of impersonating 
another voter. 

Back in Trirndon. the Labour 
leader kept his promise not to 
take anything for granted, even 
on the day of the polls, and vis- 
ited several parts of his con- 
stituency to give support to 


Photograph; David Rose 


party workers and to drum up 
a few extra votes. 

At Irimdon Labour Club, 
where he was due to make his 
first speech as Prime Minister, 
there were scenes of excited an- 
ticipation. A bank of 16 televi- 
sion sets was set up to allow 400 
members and guests to watch 
the results roll in. Federation, a 
Gateshead brewery, had arr- 
anged an election special to 
help the party along - beer at 
79p a pmt - and the John 
Wrightson rock ’n’ roll band had 
been booked for the night 

“There'll be a few bottles of 
champagne drunk tonight," 
said Colin Thompson, the 
band's guitarist “IU try and get 
Tbny up to play - but then. I’ve 
been trying to get him up since 
1983 without success. 

“I think you could say he's 
nurturing his talent.” 


Proud time for five who found Blair his seat 


Steve Boggan 


Amid the wild scenes of jubi- 
lation at Irimdon Labour Club 
last night, five men had partic- 
ular cause to celebrate - the 
men responsible for creating 
Tony Blair the MR 
Theirs is a strange story that 
began over beer and football 
one evening in 1983. Mr Blair 
was desperate to be selected as 
a candidate and had resorted 


to travelling round Britain 
begging for nominations. 

The last constituency in the 
country to nominate a candi- 
date was Sedgefield. so. armed 
with a fist of Labour branch 
secretaries, he travelled north 
and began knocking on doors. 
Eventually, John Burton, the 
secretary of Trimdon branch, 
agreed to see him. 

“We were sitting there, at 
9 From Street South, drinking 


beer and watching football 
when John said to us: 'There's 
a young lad coming to see us 
tonight. Wants us to nominate 
him.' " recalled Peter Brookes. 
41, one of the five men present. 

“I remember thinking. ‘I just 
hope he doesn't ruin the foot- 
ball.' He came in, we gave him 
a beer 3nd told him we'd talk 
to him after the game. He's told 
us since that he bad sat in his 
car outside, wondering what he 


was doing in this mining village 
knocking on some stranger's 
door, and he very nearly turned 
around and went home." 

But Mr Blair stayed and 
impressed the men so much 
that they decided to nominate 
him and worked tirelessly for 
the young stranger to be short- 
listed, a feat they achieved by 
42 votes to 41. 

The five - Mr Burton, who 
is now Mr Blair's agent, Mr 


Brookes, Paul Tripped. Terry 
Ward and Simon Hoban - have 
since passed into the Labour 
Party's folklore. 

In the days after the meeting. 
Mr Burton put Mr Blair up in 
his house, Mr Brookes lent him 
a car and Mr Trippett took rime 
off work to drum up support for 
his nomination. 

Only Mr Hoban was unable 
to attend last nighfs celebration 
but his place was taken by Phil 


Wilson, who joined the cam- 
paign later. 

“A lot of people think new 
Labour is some kind of concept 
dreamt up in Islington," said 
Mr Brookes. “Well it isn't. It 
was conceived here. It repre- 
sents the same values as the 
people of Irimdon have - they 
are traditional Labour voters 
but they desperately wanted to 
see change. Tony got many of 
his ideas from talking to the 


people here. He has cut 
through all the dogma and 
simply found out what people 
want. That is why he has been 
able to say that not everything 
Margaret Thatcher did was 
bad, but he wants to put right 
what was bad. 

“That night, when he came 
in. we knew we had met some- 
one special. We were right and 
he deserves the chance to show 
the country what he can do." 


The job done, 
Major heads 
home to wait 


Kathy Marks 


Back in the bosom of his con- 
stituency yesterday after six 
gruelling weeks on the cam- 
paign trait John Major spent 
possibly his last day as Prime 
Minster visiting the party faith- 
ful in Huntingdon, the place 
where he began his journey to 
Downing Street 

On a whirlwind tour of his 
home territoiy, he exuded con- 
fidence and good humour. Per- 
haps he was relieved that it was 
all over bar the voting, or per- 
haps he was contemplating the 
virtues of a quieter life. Cer- 
tainly, he looked nothing like a 
man facing a rendezvous with 
defeat. 

Mr Major had woken up to 
find the fields opposite his 
home bathed in sunshine. 
Posters bearing his name 
bopped in the hedgerows. 

The weather was “a good 
omen for democracy," he said 
later, adding there were signs 


of an exceptionally high local 
turnout. 

After casting his vote at the vil- 
lage hall in Great Stukeley, 
about half a mile from his house, 
he pronounced himself “entire- 
ly relaxed" as he posed for pho- 
tographs with his wife, Norma, 
and Lord Archer of Weston- 
super-Mare, who had earlier 
joined them for breakfast. 

“We’ve had the political de- 
bate during the campaign, now 
it's up to people to make up 
their minds," be said. 

“I think everyone has done 
their best to ge't the message 
across. There’s a lot at stake, 
there’s a lot aL risk" 

By mid-morning, Mr Major 
was wilting in the heaL Visiting 
the home of his constituency 
chairwoman, Sophie Clegg, to 
thank party workers for their 
efforts, he discarded his suit 
jacket with visible relief! 

On this most testing of days, 
the Prime Minister did not need 
to trouble himself at least with 



Patten ‘in line 
for Tatton seat’ 


Jo jo Moyes 


Sundowners: John Major with 102-year-old Matilda Barlow 


the outcome in his own seat. At 
the previous election he had the 
largest Conservative majority in 
the country, 36 .230. This is a 
constituency of picturesque vil- 
lages which could easily have in- 
spired Mr Majors nostalgic 
vision of a Middle England of 
warm beer and cricket pitches. 

On a brief stopover in 
Wyton, there were small chil- 
dren to pose with; in Herning- 
ford Abbots, a 102-year-old 


woman complete with blue suit 
who bad voted at every election 
since 1928 - Tory every time, 
naturally. 

After the clashes with 
Labour activists in Stevenage 
the previous day, Huntingdon 
was a dream for Mr Major’s 
minders. “This is how a walk- 
about should be - dead easy." 
one of them muttered as ador- 
ing supporters crowded round 
to wish Mr Major luck. 


Photograph: Tom PHston 


Lord Archer hung about in 
the badqpoimd looking dis- 
consolate. Asked about the 
prospects of a Conservative 
victory, he replied: “We pray, 
but I refuse to geL optimistic"" 
Mr Major was planning to 
spend the afternoon at home. 
All that remained was to wait 
for the votes to be cast and 
counted, and to hope that the 
pollsters could yet be con- 
founded. 


Tory activists in Tatton tried to 
secure wave re rs’ votes by 
promising that Nefl Hamilton 
would be replaced by the former 
Tory chairman Chris Patten, 
The Independent has learned. 

One local resident said she 
been told by Tory canvassers 
that whatever her personal 
feelings about Mr Hamilton, 
the former minister at the cen- 
tre of sleaze allegations, she 
should vote for him “this time 
round" as he would be out af- 
ter the Downey report. 

Then, instead of Martin Bell 
and the “Hampstead Mafia”, 
Tatton. Conservatives would 
have a newTbiy MP in the form 
of Mr Patten, who will give up 
the governorship of Hong Kong 
in June. 

Another Tatton Conserva- 
tive Association source told 
The Independent that it was 
“fairly common knowledge". 
Mr Hamilton’s Conservative 
supporters, he said, were “ab- 
solutely desperate. They’ll say 
anything that's legal to get hizn 
re-elected”. 

He added: “It’s been moot- 


ed about Chris Patten for a long 
time, since Mr Hamilton’s 
adoption meeting. But to be 
perfectly honest it's absolute 
rubbish.” 

He even speculated that the 
promise was being made with 
Mr Hamilton's approval. 

“HI believe he’ll stop at 
nothing to get elected. If that 
means that his people are say- 
ing 'don’t worry, because if 
Neil's found guilty of any 
wrongdoing he’ll resign'. I’m 
sure that he sanctioned it. I 
don't think he thinks there’s 
anything wrong with that." 

Mr Hamilton's supporters, he 
said, are making the promise on 
the basis of a letter he sent to 
two prominent local Conserv- 
atives assuring him that if he was 
found guilty of bribery and cor- 
ruption, or if he permanently 
lost the whip, he would resign. 

But the source said many 
Conservatives felt Mr Hamilton 
had sidestepped the question. 
“What we actually asked him 
for is that if he was found 
guDty of wrongdoing, dishonesty 
or criticised, he would resign 
and obviously he’s not pre- 
pared to do that.” 


Paddy Ashdown’s '.leisurely 
polling day was disrupted by . 
a small female Jack Russell 
who seemed to be less that 
impressed by ! the Liberal 
Democrat leader. 

When Mr Ashdown sought to 
work his electoral magic on the 
little mite as he arrived at the 
polling station in Norton sub 
Hamdon, in Somerset,' the four- 
year-old bitch lunged at him, Mr 
Ashdown's own dog, Lukus, 
proved unable to protect his 
master. 

The aggressive terrier was in 
the arms of a villager, Prue Bid- 
dle, who said her pet was not 
dangerous and usually growled 
at people. Mr Ashdown's aides 
were at pains to point out, that 
contrary to some reports, the 
Liberal Democrat leader was 
not bitten by the animal. 

The polling station was at the 
Westland helicopter social dub 
just a few hundred yards away 
from Mr Ashdown's home; a 
.small, biscuit-coloured terraced 
cottage where he lives with his 
wife, Jane. 

The couple yesterday cast a 
proxy vote for their 3 1-year-old 
daughter who lives in France 
and who two weeks ago pro- 
duced their first grandchild, 
called Mathias. 

Mr Ashdown's daughter sent 
him a polling-day fax from 
France saying that yesterday the 
Preach were celebrating St Je- 
remy s Day. Mr Ashdown point- 
ed out that his real name was 
Jeremy; he was given the name 
Faddy by contemporaries at 
his fee-paying school because of 
his Irish accent. His father 
fanned in Ulster. 

On the ballot form in his 
Yeovil constituency, the Liber- 
al Democrat leader was styled 
“John Jeremy Durham Ash- 
down (commonly known as 
Paddy).” 

Having left the polling booth, 
Mr Ashdown was asked which 
candidate be had opted for. He 
said: "I never teD people which 
way I have voted." 

Mr Ashdown, who has a no- 
tional 14.8 per cent majority- 
over his nearest - Tory - rival, 
spent most of yesterday touring 
palling booths in Yeovil, Chard 
and flminster in blazing sun- 
shine. He has declared his con- 
fidence that his party has 
secured a historic break- 
through, especially in the West 
Country. 

After addressing politics 
students at a sixth-form college 
in Taunton and eating a private 
dinner with family and friends, 
he watched the exit polls on 
television before making hs 
way to the count. 

The result was expected at 
around 2am this morning and 
then the Liberal Democrat 
leader was scheduled to be dri- 
ven back to London to the par- 
ty headquarters by officers of 
the Special Branch at 3am. 
Last night, the Ashdowns' local 
pub served free election-night 
cocktails called Jane, Nonna 
and Cherie, after the wives of 
tbe three mam party leaders. 

Mrs Ashdown said that she 
did not know what went into the 
cocktails, only that the beverage 
named after her was a bright 
Liberal Democrat yellow. 
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Labour moves HQ from Walworth Road to Millbank 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Tony Blair is to tail the final link 
with Labour's past by moving 
his party headquarters from 
Walworth Road in south Lon- 
don to its riverside media cen- 
tre next to the Tate Gallery. 

The move to Millbank Tow- 
er will have a strong symbolism 
for left-wingers who resent the 
power of its campaign co-ordi- 


nator, Peter Mandelson. They 
have christened Mr Mandelson 
and his fellow-modernisers the 
“Millbank Tendency". 

There could also be contro- 
versy over the name of the new 
headquarters - the Walworth 
Road building was renamed 
John Smith House in 1994, af- 
ter the party’s former leader. A 
Labour spokesman said the 
party planned to give its Mill- 
bank headquarters the same 


name, but last night the own- 
ers, Legal & General, said it 
bad no right to do so. 

Several government depart- 
ments have offices in the same 
building along with companies 
such as Vickers, the engineer- 
ing firm which built it It is 
thought they might object to the 
change. 

Further trouble might be 
afoot because since Labour 
started work on its media cen- 


tre in 1995 it has become a his- 
toric listed building. 

Completed in 1963, it was 
among 40 post-war listed build- 
ins picked for listing by Eng- 
lish Heritage and is grade II 
listed, putting it among the top 
5 per cent of historic buildings 
in Britain. .Any changes - in- 
cluding new name plaques - 
would have to be approved by 
the Conservative-controlled 
Westminster City Council. 


Legal & General's spokesman 
confirmed that Labour had tak- 
en out a further five-year option 
on the tower, but cast doubt on 
the possibility of a name-change. 

“In our view they have no re- 
naming rights outside the build- 
ing. They haven’t said anything 
to us about thaL Anything they 
want to do with the outside of 
the building would have to be 
discussed with us," he said. 

The Millbank project had 


.Jw 


aroused suspicions from the 
start that it was to be the party's 
headquarters. Although it was 
supposed to accommodate only 
the press office plus extra staff 
during the election, it can take 
up to 300 people - easily enough 
for the party’s entire staff. 

About £2m was spent on 
refurbishing two floors of the 
building, which houses the 
auditorium used for press con- 
ferences throughout the 


- J. 

x." 


election campaign. Labour oc- 
cupies 25,000 square feet of of- 
fices, for which it has paid 
more than £500,000 over the 
past two years. The rent will go 
up later this year from £13.40 
per square foot to £15J]0. 

Although Labour only 
moved to V&lworth Road from 
Transport House in 19S1, the 
decision to leave the head- 
quarters will be a poignant 
one for many. Millbank has in- 


creasingly been seen as the 
home of new Labour, while the 
party’s roots re main ed in the 
building near Elephant ‘and 
Castle in south London. •' _ 
However, Millbank Tbwer is 
five minutes' walk from 
minster and has a commanding 
view of the Thames, while Wal* 
worth Road is two miles awa y 
and can boast only the lurid 
pink Elephant and Castle 
Shopping Centre, 
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Scots line up for referendum battle 


Stephan Goodwin 

Barely will election posters 
have been tom from the lamp- 
posts m Scotland before voters 
are subjected to another bout 
obturation campaigning. 

The campaign for “yes" 
votes in a referendum for a 
ScotbM parliament is already 
in motion and preparing for its 
forma] launch in a fortnight's 
time. ^ 

Partnership for a Parliament 
has bided its time during the 


warfare of the past six weds in 
the hope of building an alliance 
of politiriare from all parties as 
well as business, trade unions 
and the churches once the 
election dust has settled. 

George Robertson, for one, 
Labour's spokesman for Scot- 
land, would like to see pro-de- 
volution Tories and Scottish 
National ftuty [SNP) members 
joining a broad coalition for a 
double yes vote - one for the 
Parliament and one for tax 
varying powers. 


In a lecture 10 days ago, away 
from the heat of the hustings, 
Mr Robertson looked forward 
to a “more consensual model 
of politics" emerging in Scot- 
land, notably as a result of the 
proportional representation 
system proposed for the par- 
liament. 

“I appreciate that for all of 
the political parties this will 
come as something of a culture 
shock - but it will ultimately be 
to Scotland's advantage it we 
can end the adversarial, yali- 


hoo politics which has come to 
typify Westminster,” he said. 

However a parliament on 
Edinburgh’s Calton Hill is still 
some years off - 1999 is the tar- 
get date - and for the next six 
months campaigners will be fo- 
cused on the referendum 
planned for the autumn. 

Partnership for u Parliament 
is the working title of the or- 
ganising group for yes votes to 
the devolution scheme drawn 
up by the Scottish Constitu- 
tional Convention. 


A catchier title will emerge 
before the launch on 15 May. 
A Tbty victory would wreck the 
timetable but prospect of an al- 
liance for reform would still be 
explored. 

Chaired by Glasgow busi- 
nessman Nigel Smith and with 
Esther Robert on, former co-or- 
dinator of the Convention, as 
acting organiser, the group has 
set up a small office within 
walking distance of the pro- 
posed parliament building. 

Some £130,000 has been 


raised from unions and business 
together with a contribution for 
research from the Joseph 
Rownirce Reform Trust. 

Four places have been left 
vacant on the steering group far 
Conservative and SNP figures 
to complete the spread of civic, 
political and business leaders 
involved. 

Political parties are not for- 
mally represented but the 

group certainly has the support 
of Mr Robertson and Jim Wal- 
lace, leader of the Scottish 


Liberal Democrats. It also has 
the Messing of the Constitu- 
tional Convention, which re- 
mains in being as the guardian 
of the home rule blueprint 
agreed in 1995, but is deliber- 
ately keeping at arms length 
from it. 

The Convention is anathema 
to the SNP and the Tories who 
refused to participate in its 
work. 

The key questions for the ref- 
erendum lobby over the next 
few weeks is whether Tore and 


SNP members will climb 
aboard and the scale of any 
“no" campaign. Ms Robcnon 
said yesterday that if Michael 
Forsyth lost his Stirling seal a 
well-financed “say no" group 
would appear quickly. 

“You can be certain of il A 
clear majority of Scots wain 
constitutional change. The 
challenge for us is to hold on 
to that support in the face of a 
fear campaign by the opposi- 
tion and also voter fatigue." 
said Ms Robcnon. 


Confusion 

candidates 

deliver 
their spoils 


Paul McCann 

The Labour Party was inun- 
dated with calls from angry 
supporters in five constituencies 
yesterday after voters dis- 
covered they had voted for 
candidates confusingly calling 
themselves New Labour. 

Most complaints were being 
made in Hammersmith and 
Fulham where William Johnson 
Smith, the son of Tore MP 
Geoffrey Johnson Smith, was 
standing as a New Labour 
candidate and took votes from 
the real Labour candidate, lain 
Coleman. 

In Cardiff South and Penarth 
the party was also receiving 
“loads and loads" of calls. 

“I feel cheated,’’ said Dr 
Anthony Young, a research 
biologist at St Thomas' Hospital 
in London. “1 asked at the 
polling station for some clari- 
fication about which candidate 
was real Labour but they told 
me it is against the law to give 
any advice to voters. 

“I went back into the polling 
booth and decided that Tony 
Blair is always seen with New 
Labour behind him so that 
^must be the right candidate." 

Dr Young only discovered his 
mistake after calling the local 
■ Labour Party to check. 

“I regard myself as fairly 
intelligent," said Dr Young. 
“You only get to vote every five 
years. What this man has done 
is despicable and contemp- 
tuous. It makes a mockery of 
democracy." Dr Young is now 
trying to contact Mr Johnson 
Smith to tell him jiersonaliy 
what he thinks of him.- 

A Labour Party spokesman 
said that while Hammersmith 
and Rdham was far down itslist 
of target seats at 77, it was still 
eminently winnable without 
the confusion caused by Mr 


Johnson Smith. It is a new scat 
which had a notional majority 
for the Conservative candi- 
date. Matthew Carrington, of 
7,174 from 1992. 

In Cardiff South and Penarth 
the party confirmed that it had 
received calls from voters who 
were confused about the prove- 
nance of John Foreman, who 
described himself as “New 
Labour" on the ballot paper. 
Mr Foreman was an inactive 
member of the Labour Party, 
hut gave the parly no reason for 
standing against it. 

“1 think he just wanted to sec 
his name on the ballot paper," 
said the real Labour candi- 
date Alun Michael. The scat 
was a strong Labour scat with 
a majority of 10.000. 

Other seals targeted by 
“New Labour" candidates were 
Cannock, Hackney South and 
Shoreditch and Bracknell. 

The Conservatives too bad 
their share of confusion candi- 
dates. In the safe Tore scat of 
Hove they faced an “Official 
Hove Conservative". And in 
both Brighton Pavilion and 
Winchester the man who 
started the fad for confusion 
candidates, Richard HuggetL, 
was standing as a Conservative. 

Mr Huggett stood in the 
1994 European- Parliament 
elections as a "Literal Demo- 
crat". Because bis name 
appeared above the real Liberal 
Democrat candidate's name 
on the ballot paper's alpha- 
betical list he look 10,000 votes 
and slopped the party from 
taking die seat from the 
Conservatives. 

The High Court later ruled 
that the fact that some voters 
might be confused by a candi- 
dates chosen words of descrip- 
tion did not amount to a breach 
of the Representation of the 
People Acl 



Early risen The first of -the 48 registered voters in the hamlet of Ovington, north Essex, casting hts ballot yesterday in the vfllage's 11th-century St Mary’s church. The 
Conservative Sir Alan Hasef hurst was defending a 17,424 majority Photograph: Brian Harris 

Belfast’s ballot: a tale of two cities 

#Uf§ Ulster’s tribes maintain their loyalties to reinforce the great divide 



iection? What 
election? -the 
don’t know factor 


Kim Sengupta 


After six weeks of saturation 
media coverage, it is clear that 
many people have been total- 
ly tamed era by the general elec- 
tion. Some, suffering from 
political fatigue, have decided 
to opt out altogether and not 
exercise their right to vote. 

But, extraordinarily, it is also 
the case that the entire election 
blitz has passed by many people. 
Some are totally unaware what 
the election is about, and who is 
standing. Many do not have a 
due what the parties' policies are. 


travel” threat. When asked 
who gave him this nugget of op- 
position transport policy, he re- 
called that it was a customer. 

Political ignorance is not de- 
termined purely on education- 
al or class grounds. The day I 
met the £3~an-hour Bedford ho- 
tel worker, I ran into a customer 
in a bar in Fleet Street much 
frequented by people alleged: 
ly in the know such as 
journalists and lawyers. 

A barrister was saying that be 
was not going to vote Conser- 
vative because “they are a 
shambles". But people would be 

mad to vote for Labour because 


On Monday in Bedford, one 

.of -the 100 marginals Labour “-Blair would be out on his ear, 
must wm to get a majority, I met with some leftie like Ken 
a S-ycar-oldho tel worker with Livingstone takrng over withm 

a wife and two babies to sup- month s . . .. . 

Don, who is earning £3 an He apparently gotthts from 

hnnr Yet the voone man, who . “security sources . The same 
-5Ti2lSSS5W»V sources had also revealed to 

governments, k convinced that 

jj Labour gets in he will lose his 


ho using benefit and all state 
benefits wouldgo to people on 
the dole. 

He asked which day the eleo- 


him that more than 40 Labour 
MPs were suspected former 
Soviet spies. The barrister is an 
officer in the Territorial Army. 

David Denver, a reader in 
politics at Lancaster Universi- 

t - j urn. • __ J...U (Lnl 



Home ground: Gerry Adams finds a warm welcome in 
West Belfast yesterday . Photograph: Martin McCullough 


David McKftirick 

Ireland Correspondent 

If there is such a thing as 
passive hostility it was on show 
at the big Whherock polling 
station in West Belfast yester- 
day. Outside it was a shrine to 
Gerry Adams while inside was 
a Royal Ulster Constabulary 
stronghold. Il was a little like 
Fort Apache, the Bronx. 

Visitors could be forgiven for 
concluding that Adams was 
the only candidate standing. 
The Sinn Fein president’s like- 
nesses were everywhere, 
posters all over the lampposts 
and two large drawings of him 
tied on to the railings of the 
graveyard opposite. There wore 
no non-Adams posters. 

The Sion Fein caravan out- 
side contained six women and 
a girl, one of the women or- 
ganising sandwiches while 
others nursed large pieces of 
cardboard on them knees. Lists 
of streets, houses and voters 


had been taped to each piece 
of cardboard. 

On some pieces various 
names had been highlighted in 
yellow. On others a variety of 
highlighters had been used to 
colour-code the names of the 
voters. It all looked very com- 
plex and highly methodical. 

At the gates of the building 
stood nine men. all Sinn Fein 
supporters, some handing out 
leaflets, some just standing 
around. There were no ncm- 
Adams supporters. 

Voters walked through a car 
park and into a haU. lb get 
there they had to pass through 
a small courtyard in which 
stood five policemen, all with 
revolvers, one nursing a rifle. 
There were no Adams sup- 
porters among them . 

The voters ignored the 
police officers and the police 
ignored the voters. No words or 
glances passed between them: 
voters and police might have 
been invisible to each other. 


Across the dty, outside a 
polling station on the Lime-’ 
stone Road, a Protestant area 
of North Belfast, a single re- 
laxed policeman cooed and 
talked baby-talk to two toddlers 
in a double pram: he was mind- 
ing them wfrDe their mother was 
inside voting. 

This little segment of the 
dty is almost 100 per cent 
Protestant, and its Unionist MP 
is assured of re-election. Bui the 
nationalist vote in the con- 
stituency as a whole is rising 
steadily as the Catholic popu-» 
lation increases and the Proies- 
cant community dwindles. Many 
of the more mobile Protestants 
have simply moved out 

An Ulster Unionist council- 
lor lounged against the railings 
and worried about the demo- 
graphics. “The worrying thing 
about this election is very few 
young people on our side [are] 
voting, very few. The vast ma- 
jority here are all elderly - the 
young Prods just don't vote. 


“Sinn Fein, now, would be all 
young, they've actually gal- 
vanised the young vote on their 
side." 

He and another councillor 
are ferrying Protestant old 
people in to vote, one of them 
a lady of 82. This is essentially 
a Protestant polling station but 
a hundred yards up the road is 
a Catholic church hall where 
the Catholics, some of them in- 
deed much younger, can be 
seen casting their voles. 

One of the Unionist coun- 
cillors pointed to a junction in 
the road and said: “1 suppose 
that's the interface." It is a line 
as imaginary as the equator but 
in North Belfast it is full of 
meaning: houses close to 1 it 
have grilles on the windows to 
keep out the bricks. 

And on each side of it 
Belfast's two communities 
could be seen, in the city's 
mutually exclusive worlds, 
trooping dutifully in to vote 
against each other. 


‘Vote, then leave the polling station. 
Do not hang around for cappuccino’ 


t «rndte«ha7would y.aii-n.erefcno drtttU 

Labour woo. When a lot of people, especially youi^ 
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"*» minicab driver. Geny, in , -effectively they toe Men out- 

— side the system. 

Mr Denver, convenor of the 
- Election Studies Group, the 
body of senior psephologists, 

. continued: “These people have 
been' disenfranchised because 
™,7b^taHhoQd in danger? ' they tend to read tabloid news- 
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pjqyment because of the ’'free political judgements. 


Ilford, an Essex constituency 
Labour hopes to win, had been 
told that Tony Blair’s victory 
wouldbe followed by free trav- 
el for all on London 1 


When I was 16 my two big 
passions were the Labour Baity 
and the Manic Streer Preachers. 
In both cases I have spent the last 
year sniffing, “Yeah, 1 used to like 
them ... before they yent all 
commercial and the message was 
watered down". The former, in an 
attempt to woo floating Tory 
voters, the latter to win over 
disillusioned Celine Dion fans. 

I am the sad teenager who likes 
a. band/political party until it 
looks as if they can actually win 
Brit awards/control ofthe coun- 
try. And, voting for the first time 
yesterday, I could not go with 
Labour. They are too corporate. 
They are too Capital Radio. 

Instead, I voted for the most 
radical of the contenders: the Lib- 
eral Democrats. I voted against 
the Tories, for a party considerably 
more left wing than new Labour. I 
do not want to be one of those 
people who moans “’Well, Fd vote 


First-timer Emma Forrest strode out 
bravely, armed with ideals, to vote Lib Dem 


for them if they had a chance of 
getting in/’ Here s a chance, I 
reasoned: it is mine and I am giv- 
ing it to them. 1 walked to the 
polling station with a spring in my 
step and a newspaper m my bag 
because I was sure there would be 
queues. Nope; 9J0am and just 
me. Why had I got up eariy to 
wash my hair? I wanted to look 
nice for the ballot box, I guess. 

All my life Tve waned to vote. 
Even in my wildest dreams I never 
imagined it could be this ... under- 
whelming. The rules tacked to the 
wall said “Cast your vote. Leave 
the polling station”. Do not hang 
around for cappuccino. 1 was ' 
vaguely expecting a medaL Not for 
voting Liberal Democrat if my 
friends kept their word. Tin hardly 
the only one. But for turning up at 


all. Because the ones who are kind 
of my friends but who I also kind 
of want to kick in the shins are ail 
still saying “Why bother voting? 
They’re aQ the same". 

They are absolutely not all the 
same and deciding between 
Labour and the Liberals was 
tough. It came down to single 
issues and personalities. Paddy 
Ashdown has said emphatically 
that the homosexual age of con- 
sent should be 16, whereas Tony 
Blair did not even cum up to vote 
on it It reminded me that there is 
an element to the Laboor Party 
that hates gays and women. 

And because John Prescott was 
rude to me and my friend Barbara 
at the Brit awards, even though 
we love him, and dnmkenly told 
him so. Staggering to the toilets 


we spotted a big, grumpy looking 
man with his arms folded across 
his chest. “Oh my God! It’s John 
Prescott!" I squealed, before 
adding “but it might just be one of 
Oasis's bouncers". Barbara 
marched up to him and demand- 
ed “Excuse me, are you John 
Prescott or one of Oasis’s bounc- 
ers?" Tm John Prescott" he 
hissed. “Oh. my mate likes you." 
“Oh," said John, through gritted 
teeth and ran like hell. Strike two 
against new Labour. 

Don’t get me wrong: Fra 
thrilled for Blair. I just hope he's 
not going to get accidentally 
locked in the toilet so Robin 
Cook can take over. And I'm glad 
I voted liberal Democrat. Still, 
the impersonality of the voting 
booth, the way I was practically 
shoved out of the door as soon as 
it was done. Oh Paddy, do ring 
me and tell me you weren'i just 
using me for my nubility. 
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Emma Forrest: Let down by the battot boot 
















"'^7 




Pin 


FRIDAY 2 MAY 395)7 


^ THE INDEPENDENT 


’97 


U5Jd 


the long trail to the day of destiny 







■ 



Getaway crowd 
vote for the 


Democratic ennui has prompted a holiday 
exodus, write Lucy Ward and. Jojo Moyes 

Sun, sea, sangria and the promise of no ™ weeks away from ihe ^le 

Jane and Kelly Yardley, mother and 
holidaymakers to flee ,fa„ohter_ booked their week in fthna 


vassers and baby-tossing politicians 


fore the count. 

Among beach-bound Midlanders 
crowding the check-in desks at Birm- 
ingham Airport were plenty for whom 
pairing sun-oil had proved more press- 
ing than exercising their democratic 
rights. Barry Camp, a scaffolder, 
travelling light with just as a carry-on 
holdall for a week in Majorca, admitted 
he had been nowhere near a polling 
booth. “I can't be bothered, i know it’s 


«We’ve not voted - we were busy pack- 
ing this morning." said Kelly, 19, an ac- 
counts trainee. “It doesn’t reaUyjnatter 
who gets in - it never makes any differ- 
ence." Her mother agreed: “I am thor- 
oughly sick of the whole thing. IU be tying 
on that beach and I can tell you ! won’t 
be fhininng about John Major.” -■ • 
Michelle Jamieson, 24. heading for 
Malaga with three girlfriends, admitted 
she had forgotten it was polling day un- 
til her mother reminded her on the way 
to the airport. “To be honest, if it came 


Election exodus: Air travellers at Birmingham Airport yesterday were bent on getting to the beach rather than the polling booth 


booked Ms break on the eve of polling 
day after the six-week campaign finally 
hayed his nerves. Til be staying with a 
friend who runs a bar and I probably 
won’t know and he won’t till I get back." 

None of the five eligible members of 
the Tate and Rose families, off to the 
Med together in matching Wolver- 
hampton "Wanderers shim, had been out 
to vote before checking in. “We are sick 
of the election,” said Denkya Tate. “We 

, are going to Spain and we wont be phon- 

Photograph: Jason Nye ing home to find out the result We have 


pool, I know which one I’d go for." 

Only Marie Finn. 21. on her way to 
Spain, confessed to a twinge of remorse 
after avoiding the polling station. She 
confessed: “1*11 feel really guilty if it all 
rests on one vote.” 

■ There’s some consolation for the 
election losers: Thomson are offering the 
3,061 unsuccessful candidates a chance 
to escape to Majorca, writes Sam Coates. 
With their spouses, they can apply for 
one of the 320 places available, allocat- 
ed on a first-come first-served basis. 


Left-wingers slip through Blair’s net 


lob Rabkin 

At least seven left-wingers have 
slipped through New Labour's 
tight selection net, designed to 
weed out possible embarrass- 
ments to a Blair government, 
according to a survey by The 
Independent. 

The newcomers will add to 
the core of left-wing MPs. in- 
cluding Ken Livingstone, who 
plan to set up a “1997 Com- 
mittee'' of backbenchers to form 
a bulwark to the leadership. 

Interviewed in Red Pepper 
magazine in March, Mr Liv- 
ingstone said the committee 
would be based on the lory 1922 
Committee. The Mfllbank ten- 
dency will realise they need our 
support to get their pro- 
grammes through and will find 
themselves under attack if they 
do reactionary things," he said. 

Millbank strategists were 
careful to ensure that left-wing 
candidates remained invisible 
during the course of the cam- 
paign. Tony Blair’s battle buses 
carefully avoided visiting their 
constituencies, preferring to be 
seen with candidates with solid 
Blairite credentials. 

In safe Labour seats vacated 
by retiring MBs, two known left- 
wingers will take up their seats 
in the House of Commons - 
Hazel Blears, who stood in Sal- 
ford East and Marsha S ingh, the 
candidate for Bradford West 

In the 57 key marginals two 
J eft-wingers have been iden- 
tified: Ann Cryer, widow of 
left-wing MP Bob Cryer, who 
contested Keighley (43rd on 
Labour's target list) and John 
McDonnell, a former deputy to 
Ken Livingstone at the GLC 
who stood in Hayes and Har- 
lington (2nd on Labour's target 
list). The three others are Iain 
Co] e man in Hammersmith and 
Fulham (77 tb on the target 
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Harold Best ‘ /H.j ; . 

Age: 57- . : j: 

Seat Leeds North West '. - 
(target seal number 91) 
Opponent: Dr Keith Hainp- 
SOn : _ • J.'?'-;; 1 ... 

(Can maj, 7,671). y. 

An electrical technician by - 
trade, hehas a long history - 
on the left at the. Labour 
Farty: A member of the 
Communist Party imtil 1956, 
he has been a trade union- . 

; IsL lay preacher and .ethical 
socialist. He Was linked to ■ 
the emergence of the New 
, Left in the 1960s and was a ; 
friend pf theleft-wihgWsto- . ; 
rian uEPThompsori; J -f"- 1 

list), Paul Truswell in Pudsey 
(85 ih on the target list), and 
Harold Best in Leeds North 
West (91st on the target list). 

Other candidates not seen as 
totally reliable by staff at Mill- 
bank Tower also tailed to 
qualify for a visit from the 
leader. Some have histories 
the party would rather not 
highlight; others were avoided 
because the candidates beat the 


Hazel Blears.- ' 

Age: 41. . V- - a ; 

Seat Salford. 

Opponent Elliot Bishop 
(Lab maj, 12,987) , J: 

She Is a solicitor and chair 
of the North West Regional 
Labour Party. Bom in Sal- 
ford, she has been active 
ln;tee Labour^arty its- 20.;. 
=year?.:lfi;i992 she donfesi? 
ed the marginal seat of! ? • ; 
Bury South. Although she 
hasundergonea transfer-v 
mafion ih image irirecerrf ; 
-years, she Was an active ;• ; 
■left-winger during the late 
1 980s. she opposed the ;;•> 
abolition of Clause IV. 


Uiftin Cryer ■ .' ’ 

'Age: 58 V . 7 
Seat Keighley. West York- -; 
~shire - v ;*/*V. ;r 

/ Opponent Gary Waller ' 

- (Con,maj3,500) ; 

;•* She was a researcher and 
j person^ assistant to her 
; _v nusfrand Bob Cryer MP, 
;oWhttdied'?n a car accident h 
*; T fri April T9$4. Local ^ 
^-activists .were eager for her 
tostand in his place rather 
i than a tmndfoate imposed 
i itaom Ufillb^Tk arid she 
: • finally accepted after being : 
, >; convinced by Tony Berm. 

■ She^Jescribes herself as a 
“Dfetifne: rebel". - * 


Millbank choice during the 
selection battle. 

Janet Dean, the candidate for 
Burton in Staffordshire known 
to favour traditional Labour 
values, did not receive a visit 
from Mr Blair. Local journalists 
described Ms Dean, a former 
Mayor of East Staffordshire, as 
a John Prescott fan who “coulcf 
not really be described as new 
Labour". Campaign managers 


decided instead on a visit to 
neighbouring Derbyshire South, 
where Mark Todd, a known 
Blairite and former leader of 
Cambridge Council is standing 
The key seat of Worcester 
suffered the same fate. Despite 
the high profile of “Worcester 
Woman", the stereotype of the 
kind of voter Labour had to win 
over, the leadership buses 
neatly missed the seat. Inves- 


John McDonnell 
Age: 46 . 

Seat Hayes and Haffington 
Opponent Andrew Better . 
(Con. maj 44) - . 

: John McDonneK was 
deputy leader of the GLC - 
under Ken Livingstone. He 
has called for trie renation- 
afisafion of the railways, 
water, gas and electricity 
and has opposed the lead- 
ership on'Clause IV, tax, 
education, arid local gov- .. 
emment He was sued for • 
fibeWng Tory MP Terry 
Dicks after the last election - 
arid had to pay £78,000 
costs rind damages.-. 

tigation into the background of 
the candidate Mike Watson 
suggested his only fault was to 
beat a Millbank candidate, 
Derek Scott, at selection. The 
local party rejected Mr Scott 
because he had stood as a can- 
didate for the SDP in 1983. 

Mr Blair did visit the neigh- 
bouring seat of Redditch, a 
mere 18 miles away, where 
Jacqui Smith, a well-known 


Marsha Singh - 

Age: 43^ -- r ■ 

Seat Bradford West 
Opponent Mohammed 
Riaz 

(Con, maj 9,502) v _ 

Marsha Singh was educat- 
ed at the University of - 
Loughborough and works 
.as a senior development' .; 
manager ir? the National 
Health Service. A secular 
socialist, Mr Singh is 
opposed to privatisation 
and in favour of redistribu- 
tive taxation. He alsb Voted 
with his local constituency 
party against theabofition 
of Clause IV. •- - . ' “ 


Blairite. is contesting the seat 
But a visit to Warrington, 
planned for last weekend, where 
Mr Blair was scheduled to kick- 
off a rugby match between War- 
rington and Paris, was ditched. 

Labour Party officers in War- 
rington said the plans had been 
called off because the press 
corps could not be accommo- 
dated at the stadium, although 
Mr Ron Close, the club's 


Paul Truswell .: ; V ' 

Age: 41- • . : ' v . : - 

Seat Pudsay. .v V * _•••' 
:Opponent Peter. Bone' : : - 
(Con nwji 8,97a." J.vVr 
A fOTrnerjoanriafet and !*>■ ' ’ .; 
cal government officer in 
Wakefield, he is chair df the; 
Community Benefits and 
Righte Committee orv, . :: 
Wakefield Council and a " ' \ 
member of the avR rights 
group Uberty-His perkinaL 
interests Include health aid ' 
socraf servioes,poverty ancf 
cotnmiinity development . •*:' -y 
He is widely respected as a J 
principled I eft-vwnger arid r ■’> 
able politjqart; ^' ^ 


spokesman, said they had been 
ready to receive them. 

The visit was cancelled last 
Friday after a story accused 
John Prescott of physical ag- 
gression when he was asked 
about the departure of Doug 
Hoyle, the MP for Warrington 
North who was recently induced 
to stand down to make way for 
an alternative candidate. 

Yvene Cooper (28), an In- 


dependent journalist and part- 
ner of Ed Balls. Gordon 
Brown’s right-hand man, was 
shortlisted for the seat but lost 
to Helen Jones, a solicitor from 
Widnes. 

Labour Party sources in 
Warrington say that Ms Jones 
- described as a “traditional tax- 
and-spend egalitarian left- 
winger” - became a champion 
of a revolt against the imposi- 
tion of candidates by Millbank. 
Members organised hard to 
get a local candidate selected. 

Yvette Cooper was later 
selected to fight Pontefract and 
Castleford. a safe Labour seat 
with a majority of 23,495. 

Batiey and Spen was another 
seat the Blair buses decided not 
to call in at. The Labour can- 
didate, Mike Wood, was se- 
lected in July 1995 over a 
favoured Millbank candidate. 
Catherine Ashton. Barry 
Salmon, editor of the Dewsbury 
Reporter, told The Independent 
a visit from the leadership could 
have made all the difference to 
the campaign. Mr Wood stood 
against Elizabeth Peacock, the 
maverick Tory who has a strong 
personal following and made 
substantial mileage by opposing 
the Government on key issues, 

Tbny Tordoff, Mr Wood’s 
agent said Tony Blair was 
“quietly confident" that Labour 
would take the seat Switching 
voters were being carefully tar- 
geted. “Millbank have quietly 
told us to get on with it," he said 
yesterday. 

A Labour spokesman said: 
“All candidates supported the 
party’s manifesto and were de- 
mocratically selected under the 
one-member, one-vote system." 
Late cases were decided by a 
National Executive Commit- 
tee by-election subcommittee 
which provided a shortlist of 
candidates. 


Brave new world for the next 
generation of lobby fodder . . . 


. . . and gpodbye to all that for 
the ranks of the vanquished 


Chris Moncrieff 

Press Association 

There are few more pathetic 
sights than that of a new MP 
standing in the Members' Lob- 
by of the House of Commons, 
confused and alarmed, a little 
boy/girl lost amid the over- 
whelming grandeur and 
majesty of Parliament 

A few days earlier they were 
bellowing through a loud- 
speaker at rheir campaign- 
saturated would-be electors, 
feted on all sides, monarchs of 
all they surveyed. 

Now they are cruelly brought 
down to size, the dazed new 
pupils. Lost in a myriad of cor- 
ridors, not knowing which way 
to turn or what to do, they are 
pitiful figures engulfed by 
meaningless rules and incom- 
prehensible procedures, and a 
building which makes the 
Hampton Court maze seem a 
cakewatic 

Only 48 hours earlier, they 
were on the brink of putting the 
country to rights, and after 
that the world. Now. all these 
beady ambitions must take sec- 
ond place to finding the loo and 


A rough guide to Westminster for 
the 1997 intake of novice MPs 


somewhere to buy a sandwich. 
Ail MBs complain, later on, that 
no one ever tells them what to 
do on arrival Like first-time sex. 
one of them once rold me, they 
thrash around in the dark and 
hope against hope that it will 
all come right in the end. 

Well, they need complain no 
more. Here are a few tips for the 
wet-behind-the-ears brigade: 

■ Hie very first essential, es- 
pecially if you are in the ma- 
jority party, is to find a “pair", 
an opponent to enable you to 
duck off votes together. An MP 
without a pair is unmistakable 
- a fretful, sleepless individual 
who is compelled to live, night 
and day, at Westminster. 

■ Be ingratiating, even unctu- 
ous, towards the police and uni- 
formed doorkeepers, and 
especially to the MP in charge 
of allocating office space. They 
have subtle powers to make 
your political life hell-on-earth. 

■ Find out where the vote of- 
fice is (for documents), the 


Post Office (for mail), and 
“The Board" (for messages). 
Always check carefully before 
you respond to a call from a 
“constituent" in the Central 
Lobby. You may find yourself 
lumbered with a crank. 

■ Tear up all junk-mail do not 
reply- to green-ink correspon- 
dents, do not take cash for 
questions, and do not give your 
phone number to strangers. 

■ forget about your private life. 
You have just ended it. Any 
amours on the side should be 
conducted with the utmost dis- 
cretion, or preferably not at all. 
Opt for the celibate life. 

■ Don’t foiget that in Annie's 
Bar (a windowless, subter- 
ranean dump), the haunt of 
backs and MPs. a round in- 
cludes everyone who is in the 
bar at the time. Once in this 
"prison", you have to buy your 
way ouL It sometimes costs 
hours - and a lot of money. 

■ Should you wish to escape 
from the press, go to the Ter- 


race (reporters are banned). 
Other safe havens are the tea- 
room, the smoking room and 
the Members’ Dining Room. 
But be warned: reporters tend 
to lurk and pounce at the most 
awkward moments and in the 
most surprising places. 

■ If you want a reputation for 
being cocky and arrogant 
make your maiden speech ear- 
ly. The wisest course is to wait 
until you know what you are 
talking about. 

■ Do not try to flout and crit- 
icise rules which may seem 
pointless. If you antagonise the 
Speaker, your life will be a rais- 
ery. And recognise now that the 
power of the backbencher is rel- 
atively zero. You would have 
more'power on a parish coun- 
cil - and that is not a joke. 

■ Always toe the party line. Re- 
member, until and unless you 
get that great call to serve on 
the front bench, you are sim- 
ply lobby fodder as far as the 
whips are concerned. Indeed, 
however grand you become, 
you remain the too] of the 
whips, who do not care how im- 
portant you t hink you are. 

Welcome to Westminster. 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Today, dozens of defeated MPs 
are waking up to the realisation 
that it is all over. Years of hec- 
tic schedules, weeks on the 
hustings, a night of high anxi- 
ety and Lhen - bang. Nothing. 

Those election-night scenes, 
played out again last night, 
are familiar. The candidates 
ranged nervously around the re- 
turning officer, the huge cheer 
as the victor is announced, the 
magnanimous, choking speech 
of congratulation from the 
vanquished one. 

Many will have been ex- 
pecting this, of course. But 
among the hardest-hit will be 
those who never believed they 
could lose. For some, there wifi 
be the added humiliation of 
watching the chauffeur drive 
the ministerial car away for the 
last time. 

Most will pick themselves up 
quickly and a few will be back 
on the national stage in new 
roles within months. Others will 
feci bereaved for years. 

One of those in the first cat- 
egory in 1992 was Rosie 


Hard times ahead for ousted MPs 
who never thought they could lose 


Barnes, the SDP MP for 
Greenwich in south London, 
who suffered a 1,000-vote de- 
feat at the hands of Labour’s 
Nick Rayrtsford. Within two 
day’s, though, she was on the 
road to a new life as the direc- 
tor of Birthright - now Well- 
being - an obstetrics charity. 

While some struggle to keep 
smil es on their faces, Ms Bamp 
did not mind Jetting her disap- 
pointment show. After the 
count, die went id bed for a cou- 
ple of sleepless hours and then 
got up, put on her make-up and 
set out for a round of pre- 
arranged interviews. 

“When I came home, early 
afternoon on Friday, that was 
it There was nothing left to be 
done " she said. “I felt sadness 
combined with relief." 

She had prepared herself for 
the possibility of defeat, but the 
next day she felt tired and de- 
flated. On theSunday, her hus- 
band suggested a walk and a 
drink in a country pub. Flicking 


through the newspaper, she 
spotted an advertisement for the 
Birthright job. And that was it, 
she says. Back on course. No re- 
grets. She has now left party 
politics completely. 

Anthony Beaumont-Dark, 
the Toiy MP who lost his Birm- 
ingham Selly Oak seat to 
Labour’s Lynne Jones in 1992, 
is equally at ease with his loss. 
He seems to bear no resentment 
towards the constituents he rep- 
resented for 13 years, although 
many who backed him in pub- 
lic voted against him in the pri- 
vacy of the polling booth. 

“One day I me t a woman who 
told me what a marvellous MP 
I had been and how I would cer- 
tainly get her vote. Two days lat- 
er I was canvasring her road and 
there were Labour posters in 
her windows," he said. 

He knew he was going to lose, 
he says, despite all the encour- 
agement he received. Boundary 
changes had turned his seat into 
a winner for Labour. A former 


stockbroker, he now works 
three or four days a week as 
chairman of an investment trust, 
lecturer and deputy chair man of 
a property company. 

“It’s worse for ministers. 
Some of them are not only los- 
ing their seat but their jobs and 
their chauffeur-driven, cars. 
Suddenly they are not impor- 
tant," he said. 

While MPs with other in- 
terests bounce back easily, 
some do not. Clement Fread, 
the former liberal MPwho lost 
his Cambridge shire North East 
seat in 29S7, said yesterday that 
he could not cross Westminster 

Bridge for years because he felt 

so upset. 

Come Monday, a number of 
embarrassed headhunters will 
be taking calls from seadess for- 
mer MPs. They ■ will, spend 
much of the day frying to ex- 
plain that those highl y paid city 
directorships are simply 
there for the picking. 

"If you have got no oth® 5 " 
qualification except being an 
MP, you are 45 to 50 and you 
have youngsters to educate, 
you’ve got real problems," Mr 
Beaumont-Dark said. 
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Killer loses deportation tight after 23 yeatB J|^l 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


Homeward bound: A handcuffed Archie ‘Mad Dog’ McCafferty under the guard of Australian police during his incarceration 


“Mad Dog” McCafferty, the 
multiple murderer being de- 
ported from Australia after 
spending 23 years in jaD, is due 
to arrive in Britain today. 

Archie McCafferty, 49, is ex- 
pected to return to his home dry 
of Glasgow after losing his ap- 
peal acainst deportation. 

McCafferty was convicted of 
the murder of three men and 
the mansl aughter of a fellow 
prisoner. He was granted parole 
last month. 

Despite the fact that he em- 
igrated lo Australia at the age 



Up to 7\ hours of free calls every month, for 3 months, 

A BT Freefone number can attract three, times as many customers. ’ of Freefone calls, free. Every month for three months! So not only 
That's three times as-much extra business. And if that’s not enough. : are calls free to your customers, they’re'free to you too. Blooming 
to persuade 'you to set one up. apply by July 21 st (for connection marvellous' For more information on Freefone numbers and details of 

by August 31st) and BT will give your business up to 7‘i hours- this offeree# BT Businessamnedions bn Freefone 0800 800 800. 

Freefone 0800 800 800 

fieefex: 08CO 300 955 ^maJ:wTjrksnwt@whlba1^gw.ti['.caiA; ' . 



of 10, McCafferty never ob- 
tained citizenship and his pleas 
to remain with his elderly moth- 
er have been rejected. 

Glasgow city council will be 
obliged to house him on his re- 
turn, despite protests from lo- 
cal people. He is reported to be 
on a flight accompanied by 
three Australian Immigration 
Police officers, due to arrive at 
Heathrow this morning- 

McCafferty murdered three 
men while high on drugs in 
1973. He later claimed that he 
had heard the voice of his son, 
Craig, who had died aged six 
weeks, telling him he would be 
reincarnated if he killed seven 

times. - 

While imprisoned in Parra- 
matta jail, he was convicted of the 
manslaughter of another man. 
His release followed an 
appeal for forgiveness to the rel- 
atives of his victims before the 
New South Wiles Parole Board 
in Sydney on IS April. _ 

He apologised for his "‘hor- 
rific crime” and insisted he was 
no longer adanger. “I realise the 
chaos and trauma I have created 
in the families of the three vic- 
tims,” he said. “I can’t undo 
wbat I have done, but I sincerely 
apologise from the bottom of 
my heart 

“I am a changed man and 1 
deserve a second chance of 
fife. 1 am an older man and 1 am 
not a psychopathic killer. To 
keep me in jail and to keep your 
hatred in your hearts will de- 
stroy you too.” 

Psychiatric reports indicated 
that McCafferty was free from 
mental illness, and no longer 
heard voices. The decision to 
grant parole was greeted with 


anger by the relative^ShiiSnc- 
tims, who shouted a6|«fa$he 
was led away. . ’. d8E£"' ft - 

McCafferty i 
A us tralia, where ht!3 
offered jobs and 
live. But despite bvipgii 
country for 39 years, th^ 
trali an High Commissit 
London has said that be- 
ef the length of time McC-^.j 
has spent in prison, hehastittfr- 
er been eligible for Australian 
citizenship. . f . 

A spokeswoman for the Aro- 
traliaa Department of Imroj- ■ 
gration said yesterday: “Mr 
McCafferty left Australia for 
Great Britain today. He has 
three escort officers with him, 
who will accompany him to his 
destination. 

“Hewas taken from Parklea 
correction centre to Long Bay 
jaiL and from Long Bay to the 
airport.” . _ „ 

As well as offering McCaf- 
ferty accommodation, Glasgow 
city council has assigned him so- 
cial workers to help start his new 
life. The council has a legal duly 
to offer assistance to released 
prisoners for up to 12 months, 
u requested. 

A local councillor said he ob- 
jected to any moves to re-house 
McCafferty. Paul Martin, who 
represents the city’s Royston 
district, said: “If they are so sat- 
isfied he is rehabilitated why 
don’t they keep him in Aus- 
tralia?” 

Mr Martin said he under- 
stood McCafferty would not be 
. given mainstream council hous- 
ing, but would be offered sup- 
ported accommodation of the 
type available to offenders freed 
from British jails. 


Surgeon says 
doctors acted 
too late for girl 


Jeremy L an ranee 

Health Editor 

A leading liver transplant sur- 
geon yesterday accused col- 
leagues who refused to operate 
on a ctying 15-year-old girl of 
making their decision on moral 
rather than medical grounds. 

Professor Roger Williams, 
head of the liver unit at Kings 
College Hospital, London, told 
a fatal accident inquiry into the 
death of Michelle Paul, 15, 
who suffered liver failure after 
taking half an ecstasy tablet, that 
worries about her family back- 
ground should have played no 
part in the decision as to 
whether to give her a transplant 

Contradicting an earlier claim 
by the transplant surgeon Dr Hi- 
lary Sanfey, who headed the 
team at Edinburgh Royal Infir- 
mary. Professor Williams said 
Michelle showed no clear sign 
of irreversible brain damage 
and she should have been put on 
the list for the operation. Her 
family claim that she was denied 
a transplant on moral grounds 
because of her mother's and sis- 
ter’s histories of drug taking. 

Professor Williams said there 
were indications for many days 
that Michelle needed a trans- 
plant and accused doctors of not 
reacting fast enough to her 
condition. If a transplant had 
been done promptly she would 
have had a 75-85 per cent 
chance of survival. It would still 
have been possible on the day 
before she died - 27 November 
1995 - but the chances of suc- 
cess would have been less than 
50 per cent. 

Giving evidence on the sixth 



* 






Michelle Paul, 15: Died 23 
days after taking ecstasy 

day of the inquiry' at Aberdeen 
Sherrif Court, Professor 
Williams said the pupils of 
Michelle’s eyes were still re-, 
acting on the 26 November, the 
day before she died. “There 
were no clear signs that this pa- 
tient bad suffered irreversible 
brain damage.” . . 

He added that his views, 
would be supported by the vast- 
majority of hepatologists 
around the world and that the 
General Medical Council made 
it dear that patients should be : 
given the benefit of the dotebt:' 
in times of medical need.;.-^ . • 

Regarding the notes Dr San- ■. 
fey had made about the case, hfe- 
said: “It could not have beep a 
clearer statement of a person- 
al opinion ... 1b me itis:yeiy 
dear that a transplant was^e- 
ing looked at ana was exclud- 
ed on the basis of the family 
background.” 

The inquiry continues. 




Louisa Jury 


Villagers from a community 
once described as Arcadia, the 
legendary Greek idyll, yesterday 
won a last-ditch appeal to the 
House of Lords to save their 
homes. 

The residents of Holt’s Field 
near Swansea, west Wbles, were 
last night celebrating their 
success in saving their unusual 
properties from the bulldozer. 

The 14-acre site is one of the 
few surviving developments of 
wooden chalets from between 
the wars. The homes have been 
praised by Prince Charles’s ar- 


chitectural magazme.'ffcrtp* 7 " 
th'es, for their eco-ftientfllgj' 

Six yearn ago a property*^ 
pany, Elitestone. bough*' 
land and announced plan^ 0 
possess a number bfV.Ji 
properties, demolish 
build luxury flats instead. : 

The Law Lords ruled 
yesterday that the reside^ 
were entitled to Che protection 
of the 1977 Rent Acti 
turning a Court of ApE®" 
decision that they were hot 

protected tenants becasise?w e : 
chalets rested on.coO&Q? 
pillars, making the prop®*® 5 , 
more like mobile homes; '. 
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May Ball madness 
as south prepares 

for hosepipe bans 



» 


iMc tSi? A Jf® ur S woman jumping into the River Cherwell from Magdalen Bridge in Oxford, early yesterday morning. She 
was taking part in the traditional May Day celebrations Photograph: Tim Octenden/M 

Anxiety gene turns 
out a bit of a worry 


fficfiolas Schoon 

By the end of this month, more than 
a million people will be covered by 
sprinkler bans if the run of diy 
weather continues. 

A second Channel island may de- 
clare a hosepipe and sprinkler ban 
today because of the deepening 
drought Guernsey's water board 
brought in island-wide restrictions on 
water use yesterday, the first in 
Britain this year, and' Jersey's board 
will meet today to discuss' whether 
one is needed. 

Most water companies on the 
British mainland say there is no like- 
lihood of any restrictions and 
drought orders, provided some- 
thing like average rainfall resumes. 
The Meteorological Office is fore- 
casting a more normal May, after a 
January, March and April which 
were extremely dry -although Feb- 
ruary had well above average 
rainfall. 

The most vulnerable areas are in 
south-east England. Southern Water 
already has a sprinkler ban covering 

830.000 customers in East and West 
Sussex which dates back to last 
summer. 

The Sutton and East Surrey Wa- 
ter Company, serving more' than 

600.000 people on London's south- 
ern fringe and green belt area, will 
probiibly be the next in line. A 
spokesman said the need for a 


Sprinkler ban was being considered 
on a dally baas. “There is a strong 
likelihood restrictions will be 
necessary," he said. 

The best 24 months has been the 
driest such period in England and 
Wales since reliable records began 
more than two centuries ago. And 
since 1988, annual rainfall has been 
below the long-term average in each 
calendar year apart from 1994. 

Even before this recent spell of 
dry years began, London received 
less rainfall in the average year than 
New York, Rome, Lisbon and Paris, 
according to the Meteorological 
Office. 

But dimale scientists say the chain 
of English droughts cannot yet be at- 
tributed to man-made climate 
change caused by a build up of heat 
trapping gases, such as carbon diox- 
ide, in the atmosphere. 

Dr Geoffrey Jenkins of the 
Meteorological Office's Hadley Cen- 
tre for Climate Prediction said yes- 
terday: “We would expect less rain 
to faU here as the climate changes 
world-wide, but not this much - it's 
already greater ihan we'd anticipate." 

In other words, the drought could 
be a blip like the lS-month “Great 
Drought" of 1975 and 1976, which 
was followed by a return to average 
rainfall. 

Climatologists are confident that 
the slow, jerky rise in temperatures 
world-wide is linked to increasing at- 


mospheric pollution by carbon diox- 
ide and other substances - and this 
trend will continue and accelerate. 

But their supercomputer models 
do not yet provide credible predic- 
tions of the detailed impact on in- 
dividual continents, let alone on 
small countries such as the United 
Kingdom, which covers only 1,000th 
of the globe's surface. 

In Guernsey, the new restrictions 
go well beyond a sprinkler ban. Car 
washes have to use their own supply 
or cease operating, swimming pools 
cannot be filled or topped up, and 
washing cars, boats, aircraft and 
buildings with a hose are all 
forbidden. 

The island has had water bans in 
four of the last seven years. Colin 
Gaudion, the water hoard's engineer 
and manager, said he was looking 
into increasing the size or number 
of reservoirs, or at the possibility of 
building a desalination plant Lo turn 
seawater into freshwater. The island 
boasted a prototype which dosed in 
the 19S0s. 

Neighbouring Jersey has a work- 
ing plant which can supply 1.5 million 
gallons of freshwater a day - a quar- 
ter of the island's peak demand. But 
it is expensive to run because it bums 
large quantities of ofi, so the water 
board uses it as little as possible. Ian 
James, the managing director, said 
the board would meet today and 
restrictions were on the agenda. 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

It’s all rather worrying really. 
Last year scientists in' the U S 
and Germany announced they 
had found an “anxiety" gene - 
which played a part in deter- 
mining how anxious people 
were, according to psychologi- 
cal tests measuring a trait called 
“harm avoiddnee”. 

But now another team of sci- 
entists, based in Jerusalem, say 
that direct measurement of 120 
people with and without that 
gene showed, no correlation 
between their anxiety levels 
and the gene's presence. 

So is it worrying that the anx- 
iety gene appears to have dis- 
appeared? According to one 
author of the latest study, 
Richard Ebstein of the Sarah 
Herzog Memorial Hospital, it 
may only mean that the gene af- 
fects anxiety in some groups but 
not others; and one of the au- 
thors of the original study 
suggested that the latest project 
would not have detected the 
effect anyway. 

But si gnifican tly, this is the 
second tune since November 
that a follow-up study for a “per- 
sonality gene” has failed to 
find it. Ironically, the previous 
failure was trying to confirm a 


Genes hefe> us to tefl the 
time by keeping our 
"tircadian dock” runrimg, 
new research has shown. 

American researchers 
have discovered the 
functions of two genes . . .. 
which may explain how 
almost every orgariisrn on 
Earth has a built-in abSty 
to monitor time on a 24- 
hour, day-to-night basis - 
even when kept in 
complete darkness. 

The first gene seams to 
act as an independent . 
timet; Eke a clockspring; 
the other is in effect a gear 
cog which keeps the dock, 
running. 

The team found dock ' - 
malfunction was linked to 
seasonal affective - 
disorder and various sleep 
and mertal disorders. 


finding claimed by Dr Ebstein 
- that there is, or was, a geue 
for “novelty-seeking", including 
excitability and impulsiveness. 

Claims in 1995 that there is 
a “gay gene" on Lbe X chro- 
mosome have also not been 
confirmed by later studies. 

Dean Hamer of the Nation- 


al Cancer Institute, one author 
of last year's study - and also a 
co-author of the original “gay 
gene" paper - said Dr Eb- 
stein's result was meaningless 
because it used loo few people. 
The original study investigated 
505 people using three psycho- 
logical tests, whereas the new 
one, published this month in 
Molecular Psychiatry, only 
looked at 120. ' 

According to Dr Hamer, 
even with the 505 people in last 
j«ar's study the effect was bare- 
ly noticeable. Dr Ebstein com- 
mented: “There is now some 
element of doubt [about the 
original study] but it doesn't 
mean they're wrong" Differ- 
ences m genetic backgrounds 
and environment could mean 
the gene influences the anxiety 
trait differently in some groups. 

The gene itself lies on chro- 
mosome. 17 and plays a role in 
a brain communication system 
that takes the neuro transmitter 
serotonin - the “pleasure chem- 
ical" -back info brain cells. The 
gene itself .comes in two forms, 
“shcsT" and “tong", so it seemed 
logical the short version would 
lead to less available serotonin 
- and so more readily to a state 
of anxiety. But Dr Ebstein said 
be opuldnT find the least sign : 
of the effect in his group. 



Smart can Swatch and Mercedes Benz join forces to breathe new life into city driving 

Smart move for watch 
turned into a car 
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Talking rhubarb: Some of the 150 varieties on show at the National Rhubarb Festival in Harrogate 


Photograph: John Angerson/Guzelian 



New concern 
side-effects of 



Researchers yesterday warned 
that tr^re than one popular tey 
fever remedy sold without pre- 
scription in chemists’ shops 
may have potentially serious 
side effects. 

Last month the Department 
of Health-announced that it in- 
tended to withdraw the drug 
terfenadine from over-the- 
counter sale because of safety 
fears. 

The Medicines Control 
Agency is expected to make the 
drug available on prescription 
only, following a period of con- 
sultation. Experts advising the 
Government said that other hay 
fever remedies should be con- 
sidered for as alternatives if 
there was any doubt about pre- 
scribing terfenadine. 
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25,000 miles flat out at I40mph. 

You’ll never need to do it. 

But it’s nice to know you can. 

IF YOU’RE CONTEMPLATING TEST-DRIVING A SAAB 
900. think sbout the one it's already had. We drove one 

around Alabama's Talladega circuit for 8 days and nights. Clearly, it's nice to know that the Saab 900 possesses 


non-stop, flat out (that's 25.000 miles, )40;~ph). 

In the process we broke forty International long- 
distance records. The engine, despite our best efforts, 
remained undamaged. 


beyond the 
conventional 


such power and endurance. 

Better still, it s nice to know it's not beyond your means 
On the road, a Saab 900 will cost you from £15,500 . whilst 
contract hire for business users is from £I99 : a month. 

To arrange a test drive, phone 0800 626 556. And on. the 
day, remember to observe the speed limit. 


£159 PER MONTH hUH INITIAL D c ? O 5 1 T COL T RAC _ HiP.E SCHEME TYPiCA. EXAM PI [■: SAAB ?7V 
Period obh.-v - 43 mc» f;-. - £5.2.: A?. 5 'v :.cf = •‘•7-. £199.0 9 On '• ( :r-» =• £ • 5.5C V 0C- 


TO SAAB INFORMATION CENTRE. FREEPOST WC4524. LONDON WC1 B 3BR. PLEASE SEND FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE SAAB 900 □ SAAB 9000 CD (SALOON) □ SAAB 9000CS (5DR) □ 

Name Address . Postcode IND3 

Present car make S model Year of reg Age if under 18 Attach your business eard or phone 0S00 62 b 556 or fax QITf 404 b449 

'Car shown 4005 2 OiTillsdega Coupe Period of hire- 48 monrhs. Deposit. t 3 , 6 ub 52 . Monthly payments 47 * £ 229 . 00 . On the rwd sash price- £ 18.350 00 6 »cess mileage ctM'ge. 893 pence per mile- Contract based on IQ. 00 C miles pa/non-maintenance. 
’Contract based en / 0.000 /ndes ps/^on-mainienance Price correct at press date. Excess mileage charge; 7 V$p per mile Fuft written quotation available on request, indemnities may be required in certain circumstances. AH payments include VAT" 


Researchers 
call for closer 
look at all 
antihistamines 


Bui yesterday doctors in 
Sweden published the results of 
a study which showed that 
some of the suggested alterna- 
tives may have similar prob- 
lems. The study reviewed data 
from 17 countries on reported 
side effects by people tafang five 
antihistamines— including ter- 
fenadine. 

Researchers found that the 
drugs collectively caused an 
increased risk of heart abnor- 
malities and death, albeit a 
small one -less tban-025 spon- 
taneous adverse reactions per 
milli on daily doses sold. 

Besides terfenadine, the 
drugs loratadine and astemizole 
had the highest rates of adverse 
reaction. Astemizole is already 
under dose review in the UK 
because of its potential to up- 
set heart rhythms. 

A closer analysis of 57 re- 
ports of heart irregularities as- 
sociated with loratadine 
showed that in 27 cases there 
was mention of a reaction 
caused by interaction with oth- 
er drugs. 

. Five of these patients had in 
fact died, said the paper, which 
is published in the latest edition 
of the Lancet medical joumaL 

The researchers, Professor 
Ralph Edwards and Marie 
Lindquist from the World 


Health Organisation’s' in- 
ternational drug monitoring 
centre at Uppsala in Sweden, 
concluded: "These exude rates 
reflect doctors’ concerns with 
these products, but do not pro- 
vide a definite answer. 

“Nevertheless, tite-data in- 
*dicate that some of the alter- 
natives to terfenadine may have 
similar problems, suggesting 
that thorough consideration of 
the comparative benefit ride 
profile of all non-sedating an- 
tihistamines is wise." 

Boots said that both lorata- 
dine and astemizole were sold 
over the counter. 

Loratadine was contained 
in two products, a Boots own 
brand, Hayfever Relief All Day 
Antihistamine, and the product 
Clarityn. Astemizole was sold 
under the brand names PoUon- 
eze and Hismanal. 

Boots said that new advice 
had recently gone out to phar- 
macists to question patients 
about their medical history be- 
fore selling them astemizole 
products. No such advice was 
recommended for loratadine. 

A spokeswoman said: “With 
any product we obviously keep 
a close eye open and monitor 
developments, and should 
there be any problems we wfli 
act accordingly. We do very 
much take the view that the 
MCA is the governing body 
with the expertise and judgment 
to decide what controls to ex- 
ercise on medicines.'’ 

Boots has removed terfena- 
dine products from public dis- 
play in its stores. Customers art- 
only sold them after consulta- 
tion with the pharmacist 


Prison officers 
vilified over 
hospital regime 


Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 


Staff at Britain’s three top se- 
curity hospitals, which house 
some of the country's most no- 
torious criminals, are accused 
today of running a campaign of 
intimidation to preserve their 
jobs overseeing an oppressive 
and authoritarian regime. 

Efforts by senior managers to 
raise the standard of care in the 
institutions, which doctors say 
would improve safety, have 
been met by obstruction and 
threats, according to Professor 
Elaine Murphy, former vice- 
chairman of the Mental Health 
Act Commission. 

One senior manager who 
sought police advice after being 
threatened found a fake 
grenade under his car. Other 
staff have received hate mail 
and complained of victimisation 
and bullying. 

Professor Murphy, chairman 
of ibe City and Hackney Com- 
munity Health Services Trust, 
says in the British Medical Jour- 
nal that a large group of staff 
at Broadmoor, Ramp ton and 
Ashworth, have a damaging in- 
fluence on standards of care 
through their authoritarian and 
denigrating attitude to patients. 

Echoing repeated criticisms 
by the Mental Health Act Com- 
mission over more than a 
decade, she says the hospitals 
suffer from an “impoverished 
regime, overly restrictive regu- 
lations and lack of therapeutic 
optimism’' - the blame for 
which must be laid at the door 


of the Prison Officers' Associ- 
ation (POA) which has 1,000 
members in the three hospitals. 

Until the mid-1980s, the hos- 
pitals - which have been the sub- 
ject of repeated scandal -were 
run by the Home Office as an 
extension of the Prison Service 
but were taken over by the 
NHS last year. But although hos- 
pital staff are officially desig- 
nated as nurses, many have 
retained the membership, and 
outlook, of the POA 

Calling on the next Secretary 
of State for Health to derecog- 
nise the POA Professor Mur- 
phy says the union most be 
ousted or the hospitals closed 
and their inmates moved else- 
where if the culture and values 
are to change. The most dan- 
gerous mentally disordered of- 
fenders are now cared for in 
regional secure units, NHS and 
private psychiatric hospitals 
which run more liberal regimes 
but with no less safety and 
without the problems that have 
dogged the special hospitals. 

Professor Murphy adds: “The 
choice is a stark one: either the 
hospitals must close or they 
must change completely.” 

Broadmoor hospital and the 
Prison Officers Association yes- 
terday dismissed Professor Mur- 
phy’s views as out of date. She 
was a member of the 1992, Ash- 
worth inquiry which exposed a 
brutal regime, and the POA said 
her comments dated back to be- 
fore then. It added: “This is a 
scurrilous attack. Her allegations 
of threats and intimidation are 
clearly unfounded.” 


ADVERTISEMENT 


The politics 
of parking 


LEAVING my local 
polling station yester- 
day, I noticed two 
coaches parked in 
close proximity, a red 
one to the left of the 
building, and a blue one 
to the right. 

To complete the 
picture, a yellow Mini 
was in the process of 
squeezing into t 
space between them- 


the 



Needless to say 
didn’t have my came 

with me. 
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*The Macintosh Performa 5400: 160MHz PowerPC 603e processor, 
16MB RAM, 1.6GB hard disk drive, 16-bit stereo surround sound, built-in 
1 5-inch/32,000 colour display, 8x CD-ROM drive and 28.8 fax/modem. 
Plus the following software: ClarisWorks, the Apple Internet 
Connection Kit, Apple Telecom, Performa ClickArt, At Ease, MacLink 
Plus, HyperCard Player, Acrobat Reader, Sammy’s Science House, 
Thinkin’ Things, the Ultimate Human Body, the Grolier Multimedia 
Encyclopedia, the Best of European Soccer, Power Pete, Full Throttle, 
Descent and the Apple Magic Collection by Disney Interactive. 
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Some computer manufacturers offer. you “the latest technology” at unbeatable prices, others include “hundreds of pounds worth of 
software” valued at more than the cost of the whole system. Unbelievable? We agree. And if you share our concerns, look no further than the 
Macintosh Performa™ range -now starting at just £1,199 (£1,020.43 'ex' VAT) .* 

As exhaustively illustrated above, the Macintosh Performa 3400 is not only a highly specified system, but it comes with a host of top-quality 
pre-installed software titles too. Once you’ve paid your money all you have to do is take it out of the box, plug-in and switch-on. And because it’s as 
easy-to-use as any other Macintosh computer, you can be sure that you’ll be able to put it to work quickly - whether it’s your first business machine or 

a welcome addition to the home. 

And whilst we’re on -the' subject of deals, make sure you ask your nearest stockist about special offers that are now available when you also 




buy an e 




ally honest Colour StyieWnter printer. 

For details, of a Macintosh Performa stockist near you 


, call the Apple Information Centre free on: 0800234800 . 
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f . „ ■ p er fr, Tm(l ftijp/Alfl tTamih Xarintosbl as. at ! $97. Ex WT pricing shorn u /or business customers only. OJfcr r W7 Apple Computer, hie The Apple logo i.i a registered trade mark and Apple. Macintosh Macintosh Pi-rfonna and Styh&nler are trademarks of .typ/r Computer, htc., 
*$, ignored retail price uj . i ■ ■> ' registered in the l^atul other countries. All other trademarks arc recognised as Mottglng to their respecthc parent companies. 
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Misery: A child’s face shows the horrifying ton of a recent forced march by Rwandan exiles towards a refugee point at Kisesa 

UN battles to cope with refugees 


David Fox 

Reuter 

Kisangani - United Nations agencies, 
accused by Rwanda's government of 
delaying repatriation, struggled yes- 
terday to dear a backlog of some 2.000 
Rwandan refugees waiting to be air- 
lifted home from Zaire. 

Aid officials said a train with more 
than 1.200 refugees pulled into Kisan- 
gani on Wednesday night and work- 
ers scrambled to cram them in a transit 
camp near the city's largest airport. 

The train, the second to arrive on 
Wednesday, was organised by the Tut- 
si-dominated rebel .Alliance of Demo- 
cratic Forces for the Liberation of 
Congo- Zaire (AFDL). The sudden in- 
flux threatened to overwhelm UN fa- 


cilities. The rebels were condemned last 
week for bloddng access to the refugees. 

“There is a sense that so much at- 
tention was paid to the obstacles we 
encountered that they are now eager 
to show how many people they can 


ment statement contrasted with UN, 
European Union and US expressions 
of concern this Week about the treat- 
ment of the Hutu refugees by the Tut- 
si-dominated rebels. The refugees 
fled Rwanda in 1994 and are accused 


The photographs on this page wene taken in Zaire recently, by ' 
Sebastiao SaJgado* oneof the woridfe teaefing pheto journalists. 
Born in Brazil, he specialises 'm the plight of Third VtfoffcL; Htev . 
images of Brazife landless poor are being exhibited at St Jameses 
Church, Piccadffly, London W1 . ■ U. 


bring up to Kisangani," UNHCR 
spokesman Paul Stromberg said. 

But yesterday Rwanda’s govern- 
ment accused the UN of delaying repa- 
triation and said it was ready to work 
directly with the AFDL. The govem- 


by minority Tutsis of genocide in 
Rwanda. Aid officials estimated the 
backlog in Kisangani at about 2300 
refugees yesterday. Mr Stromberg 
said agencies had so far located only 
20,000 of nearly 100,000 refugees 



south of Kisangani and “at a certain 
point we will have to turn our atten- 
tion to findin g the others.'’ 

After weeks of delaying a UN air- 
lift,, rebels said on Sunday that UN 
agencies bad 60 days to repatriate all 
Rwandan refugees. UN officials have 
’said it is impossible to repatriate all 
100,000 Rwandan Hutu refugees south 
of Kisangani and another 250,000 un- 
accounted for in Zaire within 60 days. 

There was considerable confusion 
over the timin g of talks between Pres- 
ident Mobutu Sese Seko and the rebel 
leader Laurent Kabila. They were orig- 
inally scheduled for today and were 
then said to have been put off until 
tomorrow because the harbour in 
Libreville cannot accommodate the 
ship they plan to meet on. 


LontHnarcli: About 30,000 refugees, including this boy, have reached the vfllage of Biaro, 26 
miles from Kisangani. Many have walked very far and suffer severe wounds and sickness. 
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PROFESSIONAL FITTING 

We also offer a fitting service at any Halfords Garage, or at your home 
or place of work through our national mobile fitting service. 
Check your local store for detatls. 
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naming banies with police in 
wnat has now become a tratfi* 
tional May Day celebration. 

In Berlin, about 7,000 people 
attended two separate “revo- 
lutionary demonstrations" - 
one in the East's Prcnzlauer 
Berg and the other in 
£j. fjeuzbera in the Wcsl Police 
** had braced themselves for vio- 

lence on a scale matching the 
notorious riots of 10 years ago 
but by last night the toll stood 
at fewer than 20 burnt-out cars 
and a few smashed shop win- 
dows. Dozens of those involved 
in stone-throwing incidents 
were detained. 

Contrary to all expectations, 
the day’s worst violence flared 
not in eastern Germany, but in 
the quiet town of Munden, 
near Hanover in the West. 


s 


m 




ly injured there after a clash be- 
tween about 300 right-wingers, 
led by the neo-Nazi firebrand 
Thoraten Heise. and a smaller 
group of left-wing “Au- 
tonomes”. About 150 right- 
wingers were arrested. 


'^1 a# iw « u 1 1 ivy 

a rally in Leipzig, in front of the 
monument commemorating 
Napoleon’s defeat on German 
soil. 

This was. however, banned by 
the local authorities, and a 
force of 4.500 policemen ringed 
the monument yesterday to' 
prevent a gathering. 

The NPD had boosted that 
70.000 people would be turning 
up for its demo, but by hist night 
there were sightings of only 
small groups of their adherents 
in Isolated towns. Small groups 
of neo-Nazis were detained in 
Dortmund, Aschaffenburg and 
Wiesbaden. 

In Leipzig about 150 left-wing 
extremists expressed disap- 
pointment over their enemies’ 
failure to show up by pelting po- 
lice with rocks and fireworks. 


sugh 


of the national trade unions* 
May Day festivities, culminate 
ins in a 20.000- strong rally. 

Union leaders and opposition 
politicians called for action to 
resist the policies of Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl’s government. 


he said. This govemmcnl must 
be dissolved.** 

The man who wtmld do the 

removing if only he had the 
power was also at the rally, 
sounding suitably hostile to Mr 
Kohl. 

“Share values arc rising, prof- 
its are exploding and yet un- 
employment has been rising 
for years,” said Oskar La- 
fontaine, leader of the opposi- 
tion Social Democrats. “We 
need new commercial and fi- 
nancial policies,” he said, with- 
out elaborating. 




Waiting game: Texas state troopers gather to change shifts during the stand-off between pogee and armed separatists at Fort Davis. On Tuesday night, at 
the and of day four of the standi Richard Mct^ren, leader of the setfefytad ReptiWte of Texas, broke off all contact with negotiators Photograph: Reuters 



Australian takes on top 
UN weapons-control job 

Australia’s ambassador to the United Nations was named 
to succeed Rolf Ekeus as chairman of the UN team that 
inspects Iraqi weapons sites. Richard Butler will take 
over as chairman of the UN Special Commission on Iraq, 
known as Unscom. Mr Ekeus will take a new post as 
Sweden's ambassador to the United States He has been 
chief of the commission since it was formed in 1991 to 
monitor Iraq's compliance with UN disarmament 
demands imposed after the Gulf Wir. Mr Butler has 
considerable experience in dealing with weapons issues. 
He played a big role last year in saving the treaty banning 
nuclear-weapons test explosions by successfully pushing it 
through the UN General Assembly despite strong 
objections from India. AP - New York 

Nadir vows to return to Turkey 

The fugitive Turkish Cypriot tycoon Asil Nadir vowed to 
return to Turkey, four years after jumping bail in Britain. 
He said from his home in northern Cyprus that his visit 
was imminent, but gave no further details. He has in the 
past invested in electronics companies, a hotel and the. 
media in Turkey. He did not elaborate on the nature of 
any future investments there. Mr Nadir fled in May 1993 
while awaiting trial on theft and false-accounting charges 
following the collapse of his London-based Polly Peck 
fruits-to-electronics empire. He still has media, banking 
and tourism interests in breakaway northern Cyprus. 

Reuters - Ankara 

‘Elvira Madigan’ director dies 

Bo Widerberg, who directed the acclaimed film Elvira 
Madigan and was nominated three times for an Academy 
Award, died aged 66. He died in a hospital in Angelholm, 
southern Sweden, of a Jong illness. His most recent Oscar 
nomination was in 1996, for All Things Fair , about an 
intense relationship between a 15-year-old . 

high-school student and his 37-year-old female teacher. 
The previous nominations were in 1964 for Ravens Ena 
and in 1969 iovAdaten 31. Widerberg. noted for his sharp 
realism, began his artistic career as a novehst, then 
branched into film in 1963 with The Baby Carnage. He was 
often at odds with Ingmar Bergman. ^ _ C Lw JJmlm 

Buyer sought for death house 

He mansion where 39 Heaven’s Gate cult members tailed 
rlrmnsel.es has been taken off the market while a crew 
strins. cuts and restores it. The owner, Sam 

r ora l n ho^ orl, “ a,ely ’ "TS 

the entire house. 

Wiesel heads Holocaust fund 

*<= S™ -X S-Ser Sart to ton a mullienuKr 
chairman olaseve v j ctims . The Nobel laureate and 

Minister, Havre Cota. 

Yemeni poll toll rises to 21 

■ ■ wirnfl ii« was killed and four other people 
A Yernew jouraahs candidates in Yemen’s 

fireoutside a polling station. • 
general election ^ number of poll-related 

fi ie ldUwgra«ed toat,easl * <A . . Reuters- Sanaa 
deaths. 

US move on Gulf war Illness 

a 

found the maybave been exposed to 

AP- New**' 

Elephant ^ * 2 ^.^ 

driving see in the dark and a judge ruled 

notoriously ^ai in the town centre could 
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Italy's proposed law to restrict 
protection for Mob ‘pentiti’ 
could put vital evidence at risk 


Andrew GumbeJ 

Palermo 

A year ago, the. notorious Cosa 
Nostra fuller Giovanni Brusca 
was arrested in Palermo and 
cverybodyc&eered This was the 
man, after all. who pressed the 
button that set off the bomb that 
blew up the heroic anti-Mafia 
magistrate Giovanni Falcone 
in May 1992. This was the man, 
too. who had punished a Mafia 
informer by dissolving the body 
of his 1 I -year-old son in an acid 
bath. 

Then last summer Brusca 
decided he too would start col- 
laborating with the justice au- 
thorities, and the cheering 
suddenly went quiet. Did the 


The new 

MAFIA 


state really want to start offer- 
ing protection, not to mention 
a salary and the promise of ju- 
dicial leniency, to a monster of 
a man nicknamed U Verm, The 
Pig? Could his confessions re- 
ally be trusted, let alone merit 
reward? 

Thus began the most promi- 
nent debate surrounding the 
whole issue of informers, or 
pentiti. “repentant" mafiosi, 
as they are informally known. 
In the first three months, much 
of what Brusca said turned out 
to be either unveriGable or 
false, and a growing chorus of 
politicians called for a tight- 
ening of tbe whole collabora- 
tion system. 

Then last month Brusca sug- 
gested that some of his fellow 


informers had committed mur- 
ders while under the state ‘s 
witness protection scheme, 
and the same crowd of politi- 
cians wondered whether a 
pentitQ could ever be trusLed 
again. 

The public concerns are un- 
derstandable, but unfortunately 
they are based on a fundamen- 
tal ignorance of the way that 
Mafia collaboration works. 
Moreover, the debate has been 
skewed by a section of the po- 
litical class with a direct inter- 
est in discrediting all evidence 
based on the testimony of 
wrong-doers, not just members 
of the Mafia. 

The risk now is. that the 
whole system of collaboration, 
an invaluable resource for pros- 
ecutors which is responsible 
for more than half of all inves- 
tigations in to the Mafia now un- 
derway, will be undermined by 
a new law about to go before 
parliament. 

A published draft of the law 
rightly recognises that too many 
m formers and their families - 
more than 8.000 people, all 
told - are being protected re- 
gardless of the quality of the tes- 
timony they have to offer, and 
it attempts to sort them into dif- 
ferent categories. But it also 
obliges would-be collaborators 
to tel) everything they know, and 
within a vety limited time scale, 
before they can find out if they 
qualify fora witness protection 
scheme. 

Since it can take months for 
informers to start giving really 
valuable information, and sev- 
eral years before they attack the 
most sensitive subjects such as 
the Mafia's relationship with 
politics, the quality of the evi- 
dence is almost sure to go 
down. Not only that, but most 
mafiosi might- feel that reveal- 
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Face of death: Killer Giovanni Brusca being escorted by police to Palermo Jail after a court appearance 


ing all, with no guarantee of a 
quid pro quo, is reason enough 
to keep their mouths firmly 
shut. 

“We don't think witnesses will 
tell everything they know in the 
allotted time period, only as 
much as they think they need 
to," said the Palermo prosecu- 
tor, Antonio lngroia. "And 
after the six months arc up they 
will be required to attest that 


they have nothing more to say. 
thus barring them from ever 
testifying again, even if they 
want to." 

The first Mafia informer, 
Tommaso Buscetta, still has 
not stopped talking after 13 
years. 

Since the confidence of Mafia 
informers depends crucially on 
the commitment of the state to 
combat organised crime and of- 


fer true protection to those 
who disassociate themselves 
from it, evidence inevitably 
comes in waves over a long pe- 
riod of time. 

The public concerns about 
occasional disinformation are. 
misplaced, first because every- 
thing is rigorously checked 
against other witnesses and ma- 
terial evidence, and secondly be- 
cause lies are part of the long 
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process of evolution that 
mafiosi go through when they 
decide to turn state’s evidence. 
Brusca, in fad. has not yet 
proved reliable enough to be 
considered a full informer - he 
is described as a dichiaronte. or 
talking witness. 

"There is a problem with the 
word pentito because it implies 
a moral transformation, where- 
as what we are doing is bar- 


Photograph: Toni Gentile/Reuters 

gaining with these people for in- 
formation," said Pier Luigi Vi- 
gna, Italy's top anti-Mafia 
prosecutor and a man with long 
experience of judicial interro- 
gation of witnesses. 

"These people might even go 
back and commit crimes, but 
that doesn't change the fact that 
what they previously said may 
be true." 

Whv is the most successful 


prosecution tool to have 
emerged in Italy in recent years 
being messed wrath? Who stands 
to gain? 

One obvious beneficiary is 
Giulio Andreorti, the veteran 
Christian Democrat politician 
whose trial oh charges of Mafia 
collusion is' based almost ex- 
clusively on pentito evidence. As 
a man still commanding wide- 
spread public respect, he has 
been quite successful in con- 
vincing his old electorate of the 
existence of Mafia plots to dis- 
credit him. 

Bur the problem goes deep- 
er than just one man. The 
whole political class has an in- 
terest in curbing the powers of 
the magistra hire to ensure that 
the vast judicial investigations 
into official corruption of the 
early 1990s run no risk of being 
repeated. 

Not just the Mafia, but also 
the old political system, were 
both dismantled through the ev- 
idence of pentiti who negotiat- 
ed a better deal for themselves 
by spilling the beans on some- 
one more important. 

This prosecution method is 
questionable In the case of po- 
litical corruption because no- 
body in the end goes to jail aL 
all - only the big fish get hefty 
sentences and they either de- 
fer them in the appeal courts or 
avoid them by going abroad. In 
the case of the Mafia, though, 
the informer system works bril- 
liantly because what matters is 
not so much the guilt of an in- 
dividual as tbe structure of the 
system as a whole. 

” u Ln a closed world like a ter- 
rorist group, if you capture the 
ton five or ten leaders the whole 
things falls apart. But the Mafia 
is not like that," Mr Vigna said. 
“The Mafia is not closed to the 
world, indeed in certain places 
it is the world." 

For the past decade, the door 
on that world has been opened 
for.the.firsi time; However, it 
may be about to be; slammed 
shut again. 
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Rainbow alliance: Dorothy and her friends the Straw Man, Tin Man and Lion 


Children of Oz fight 
a new wicked witch 


Tt is five months since my wife 
and 1 saw in 1997 at a particu- 
larly swell New Year's Eve bash 
that boasted a Wizard of Oz 
theme. All the guests were pre- 
sented with mtmchkin hats of 
varying degrees of absurdity and 
one wall of the party room was 
hung with a canvas depicting, of 
course, the yellow brick road 
vanishing onto a prairie horizon. 

The elaborate decor had not 
been crafted just for our bene- 
fit, unappreciative and mostly 
drunken as we were. Rather, it 
was the first fruit of a marathon 
undertaking by a group of par- 
ents to help the load Greenwich 
elementary school produce the 
Wizard of Oz aeons later in the 
spring. As many of the children 
as possible were to lake pan - 
Dorothy, after ail. can have as 
many munchkin friends as the 
stage wfl] allow - and the set and 
costumes were to be as extrav- 
agant as possible. 

With a cast of 260 excited 
five- to seven-year-olds, the 
curtain is due a i last to rise on 
Oz tonight Whether it will, 
however, has suddenly become 
a matter of conjecture. In a twist 
of events that is worthy of a mu- 
sical score of its own, it seems 
that only President Bill Clinton 
(being pressed to take the role 
of the Wizard) can save a situ- 
ation that threatens to put a 
headmistress in court and even- 
tually even in jail. 

Guess what the lawyers have 
arrived. (That modern Ameri- 
can species that make even 
better villains than politicians 
and journalists). Never mind 
that we are talking about the 
thrill of children treading a 
stage for the first time in their 
lives. This is Greenwich, Con- 
necticut - which to lawyers 
means dollars. The fact that the 
Julian Curtiss School is state- 
funded and is the least well en- 
dowed of ah the town's schools 
is unimportant. 

The school received verbal 
permission from MGM, the 


^GREENWICH DAYS 


owner of the film, more than a 
year ago to put on a production 
adapted from the film but con- 
taining most of its music. 

Suddenly this week, howev- 
er - three days before curtain- 
up - it received a “cease and 
desist" letter from another com- 
pany, Tams-Witmark Music Li- 
brary Inc, saying that, on the 
contrary, staging Oz requires 
separate permission which the 
school did not have. 

Addressed to Nancy Car- 
bone, the school principal, 
Tams-Wumark said: "Tt is noi 
permissible to use the music 
from the movie with a script ob- 


<• Dear Mr 
President, can’t 
you help us, 
please? - The 
Munchkins 9 


tained elsewhere. We require 
that you remove all of the 
MGM music from your pro- 
duction and that you notify us 
by return fax that this has been 
done.’ A stunned Ms Carbone 
also took a phone call from 
Tams-Witraark's lawyer threat- 
ening criminal proceedings. 

Of all of this, the kids so far 
know nothing. Bui their parents, 
galled beyond description, have 
not dallied in fighting back. It 
has not helped their" mood to 
know that the lawyer cjoing the 
threatening happens also to be 
a Greenwich resident with 
young children of his own. 
They do not go to Julian Cur- 
tiss. however, but instead to one 
of the town’s Several expensive 
private academies. 


And these are not parents 
short of media savvy. As I 
write, an NBC television news 
team from New York is ex- 
pected at the school to report 
on the sorry story. 

Meanwhile, one comment 
during the lawyer's phone call 
has spurred another course of 
action. Unadvisedly, perhaps, he 
suggested to Ms Carbone that 
even if it was the President of 
the United States who was stag- 
ing Oz without proper permis- 
sion he, too. would be pursued 
in the courts. 

Understanding precisely bow 
Mr Clinton's antennae are at-; 
tuned to just this sort of colli- 
sion of things human' and legal, 
the parents of one seven-year- 
old from the cast, Susan, swift- 
ly placed her at the keyboard 
and clicked into e-mail mode. 
Her message should be reach- 
ing the President just about now. 
"Dear Sir, they say they would 
even threaten you- Can’t you 
help us, please? The 
Munchkins." (1 paraphrase): 

Jt is perhaps Susan’s bad 
luck that this is not an election 
year. Otherwise, "Mr Clinton 
would surely have thrown the 
full might of the White House 
at the kindly insri mrfcm of Tams- 
Witmark in rather the. manner 
that the tornado, deposits 
Dorothy's house at thestart of 
Oz atop the Wicked WHch of 
the North. 

Fbr a president struggling for 
re-election it would have tew 
an irresistible script. Mart* 1 , we 
can only hope, it stIH will be- 

Late news, just tn : Yessss’ As 
The Independent went tb presSj 
Tams-Wiunark caved in- “ 
goes to show: e-mails afld_ tele- 
vision crews have their uses. The 

munchkins are. readf 10 
celebrate. 

David Usbome 
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In the finals of hiszoric sea voy- 
ages. the journev of the 2 S 97 - 
tonne -Chinese container ship, 
5heng Da. lacks a certain ele- 
ment of romance. But when the 
vessel docked in the Taiwanese 
P°rt .°^ Kaohsiting recently, the 
smilmg but silent mainland 
crew dressed in yellow outfits, 
as arrival marked the first direct 

ship crossing between China 
and Taiwan since 1949. 

Political symbolism took pri- 
ority over shipping timetables 
on the routing; the Sheng Da 
had sailed from the mainland 
coastal city of Xiamen that 
morning but bung around just 
outside Kaohsiung port for five 
hours waiting for the sun to set 
so that, according to naval pro- 
tocol, it could enter harbour 
without hoisting the Taiwan 
flag. The unloading of cargo 
containers at dusk on 19 April 
for trans-shipment to third 
countries was the sort of un- 
likely political milestone which 
so characterises the volatile 
non-relationship between 
Peking and an island state which 
it still considers a renegade 
province. 

It is just one year since the 
People's Liberation Army was 
lobbing missiles into the seas 
around Kaohsiung in the run- 
up to Taiwan’s presidential elec- 
tions. Since then, Peking has 
instead concentrated on winning 
the hearts and minds of Tai- 
wanese businessmen, knowing 


Teresa Poole 

in Xiamen reports 
on how booming- 
business is the 
driving force 
behind sea links 

that economic links may prove 
a more potent weapon than mil- 
itary hardware. Across the Strait 
in Taipei, President Lee Teng- 
hui. who List August warned 
that too much Taiwan invest- 
ment on the mainland would 
jeopardise ‘'national security", 
has been fighting a rear-guard 
action. Restrictions on mainland 
investment have been steadily 
tightened and, taking a heavy 
him. Taiwan's biggest private 
company. Formosa Plastics, nut 
on hold its stake in a £2 billion 
power station in China’s south- 
easlern Fujian province. 

In Xiamen, the southern Fujian 
city which faces Taiwan, the 
evolving relationship between 
the mainland and Taiwan is ev- 
ident in the shape of acres of 
sprawling factories. For 
decades, this was China's front- 
line city in the mainland's war 
of attrition with Taiwan, with the 
Taipei-controlled island of Jin- 
men (Quemoy) lying just off- 
shore. When military 
bombardment stopped in the 
mid-Sbcties, the noisy propa- 



Mlssfle flashback: A People’s Liberation Army missile test 
last spring in Fujian province, near Taiwan Photograph; AP 
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gartda war took over, with shells 
containing political leaflets. 

At Hultshan Fortress in Xi- 
amen, a former restricted mil- 
itary zone turned seaside tourist 
attraction, Chinese mainlan- 
ders still pay two yuan (I7p) a 
time to stare through a tele- 
scope at distant islands decked 
with what is left of the Tai- 
wanese propaganda. But Tai- 
wanese people arc hardly a 
novelty on this side of the 
Strait; an estimated 5,000 Tai- 
wan businessmen now live in Xi- 
amen, managing 1300 local 
Taiwan cmcrprscs into which $2 
billion of Taiwanese money has 
been sunk over the pnsl decade. 

Regardless of the politics, the 
mainland offered much cheap- 
er labour when Taipei's ban on 
private visits was dropped in 
1987. At the wholly Taiwan- 
owned Everlead Shoe Compa- 
ny in Xiamen, for example, 
3,000 mainland peasant girls are 
turning out boxloads of Cohbly 
Cuddlers “shoes you can live in" 
for export to a generation of 
American women whose sarto- 
rial priority, it is probably fair 
to say, is comfort not fashion. 

Much of Taiwan's low-level 
manufacturing has now been 
shifted to the mainland. The Tai- 
wanese manager of Everlead, 
Sue Jane Cheng, said the com- 
pany's seven Xiamen assembly 
lines expect to produce 8 mil- 
lion shoes this year, all destined 
for the US. Mainland labour 
costs were one-tenth that on Tai- 
wan, she explained. 

Taiwan businessmen in Xia- 
men are just as keen as the 
mainland government 10 see di- 
rect links across the Strait. The 
new trans-shipment cargo ser- 
vice between Xiamen and 
Kaohsiung port represents an 
uneasy compromise between 
China's demand for the “san 
tong" (three links) - shipping, 
air and postal - and President 
Lee's fear that economic over- 
dependence on mainland links 
is a political time-bomb. 

At this stage, to ^king’s 
chagrin, only trans-shipment is 
allowed which means goods 
crossing the Thiwan Strait can- 
not go in or out of Taiwan itself, 
but must originate from or be 
destined for third countries. 
Peking hopes this will be the 
thin end of the wedge in forc- 
ing full links on Ihipei, with the 
return of Hong Kong on 30 
June providing a new trump 



Hatchet man: A Taiwanese demonstrator staging a mock execution in a protest over civil 
Presidential office In Taipei yesterday to mark May Day 


card. At the moment the British 
colony provides the missing di- 
rect link for most of Taiwan’s 
trade and investment with the 
mainland, and virtually all Tai- 
wanese capital and goods to and 
from the mainland passes 
through the territory. But, with 
two months to go, Peking is 
stalling, over discussions about 
arrangements after the han- 
dover. 

‘The central government will 
not take advantage of the return 
of Hong Kong to pressurise Tai- 
wan," protests Fan Xizhou , 


deputy director of the Taiwan 
Research Institute at Xiamen 
University. Then he states the 
more ominous reality: “If the 
central government really wants 
to pressurise Taiwan, it can 
take advantage of the shipping 
between Hong Kong and Tai- 
wan." 

President Lee finds himself 
caught in a pincer movement 
between the fierce lobbying by 
Taiwan businessmen who want 
to step up mainland invest- 
ment, and the threats and blan- 
dishments of Peking. Not even 


last year's missile tests shook the 
onward inarch of Taiwan in- 
vestors into China. In Xiamen, 
there was still a 20 per cent in- 
crease in Thiwan investment in 
1996, according to Chinese fig- 
ures. “Businessmen are always 
relatively cautious," said Wu Jie, 
at the Xiamen Foreign Invest- 
ment Executive Committee. 
“But it is in the nature of busi- 
nessmen to make profits even 
if they know their opportunity 
is rather risky either economi- 
cally orpolitically." 

Ms Cheng, at Everlead, de- 


international 


Manila 
warns 
Peking on 
Spratly 
Islands 


Manila (Renter) - The Philip- 
pines has demanded that Chi- 
na withdraw three ships it said 
had encroached on an area 
claimed by Manila in the Sprat- 
ly Islands, and said the Chinese 
action could harm bilateral tics. 

The presence of the vessels 
in the area could also set back 
regional cooperation, Manila 
said in a diplomatic note sent 
to the Chinese embassy on 
Wednesday, acting R>rejgri Sec- 
retary Tomas Padilla said. It vi- 
olated a code of conduct 
between the two countries re- 
quiring them not to take action 
that would disturb peace in the 
area, the note said. 

“In order not to harm rela- 
tions and set back the cooper- 
ation slowly developing in the 
region, the Philippine govern- 
ment therefore calls on the 
Chinese government to with- 
draw the three Chinese naval 
vessels from the vicinity of 
Kalayaan and Panata islands." 
Padilla told reporters. 

President Fidel Ramos or- 
dered the filing of the protest 
after air force planes reported 
sighting die three armed ships, 
accompanied tty fishing boats, 
near two of the eight islands oc- 
cupied by Philippine troops. 

The Spratlys are a cluster of 
isles, reefs and shoals in the 
South China Sea believed to be 
rich in oil and gas. Peking says 
the area historically belongs to 
China. The islands are also 
claimed wholly or in port by 
Vietnam. Taiwan, the Philip- 
pines, Malaysia and Brunei. 

Tension flared between the 
Philippines and China in 1995 
when Manila accused the Chi- 
nese of building what it said ap- 
peared to be naval support 
structures on Mischief Reel 
Peking said they were fisher- 
mens' shelters. 

In addition to the three naval 
ships, air force planes saw sev- 
eral fishing boats, including a 
cargo-type vessel with a landing 
deck for helicopters, de Villa 
told reporters. “We are saying 
that they are inside our 
Kalayaan municipality and that 
there is no prior notice, and that 
there has been no advice that 
they will be there," de Villa said. 


liberties staged outside the 
Photograph: Reuters 

scribed the feelings of Tai- 
wanese during the missile tests: 
“Of course, certainly we fell 
slightly uncomfortable inside. 
But we were not terribly nervous 
about h. because we did not 
think it was for real." 
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Colin 

Thoms 


Like his compatriot Alan Davie, 
the Scottish artist Colin Thoms 
had an intuitive approach to his 
work, and created a colourful 
and poetic dream world that in- 
corporated the influence of 
Klee and Miro. 

Thoms had a long teaching 
career; hut made very produc- 
tive use of the 20 years he was 
able to devote completely to his 
own work after retirement, be- 
coming increasingly known in 
recent years for his witty and in- 
ventive abstract paintings, col- 
lages and prints. As a full-time 
teacher at Gray's School of An 
in Aberdeen from 1951 to 1976. 
he was a much- loved influence 
on several generations of Scot- 
tish artists, including Will 
MacLcan, Moira Maitland, 
Alexander Fraser. WJ. Connon, 
Ian McKenzie Smith and Joyce 
Cairns. 

From childhood Colin Thoms 
knew he was an artist. One of 
his teachers at Edinburgh Acad- 
emy rather ruefully informed his 
parents: "I am afraid that he has 
the artistic temperament," He 
was at school with the sons of 
the Scottish Colourist S J, Pe- 
ploe and was drawn to the 
paintings hanging in their fam- 
ily home. Later, as a student at 
Edinburgh College of Art from 
1929 to 1933. Thoms studied life 
painting under Pcploe. His oth- 
er teachers included John Dun- 
can. D.M. Sutherland and W.G. 
Gillies. 

In 1934 he studied for one 
term at the Slade School in 
London, and in 1935, thanks to 
a travelling scholarship from 
Edinburgh School of Art. he 
studied in Paris. Florence, 
Rome. Padua and Venice. In 
Paris, he attended life-drawing 
classes at the Academje Co- 



Thoms: 'I dance in my studio' 


larossi and in the Rue de la 
Chaumieie. A fellowship award 
enabled him to continue his 
studies in Brussels. Cologne 
and Munich. 

Thoms first exhibited at the 
Royal Scottish Academy in 1928 
and continued to exhibit regu- 
larly there until this year (three 
of ins works are currently on dis- 
play). In 1949 he was elected 
President of the Society of 
Scottish Artists, which led to a 
friendship with the palmer 
Anne Red path which lasted 
until her death 20 years later. 
He also saw a good’ deal of Sir 
William Gillies, who had been 
a significant influence on him 
in the 1930s. 

In 1937 Thoms accepted a 
part-time Leaching post at 
Loretto School, Musselburgh, 
near Edinburgh, and continued 
to paint and exhibit until the 
Second World War. His work at 
this time was predominantly 
representational. 

The war years were served ini- 
tially with the Royal Artillery. 
After suffering a severe head 
wound in an air-raid, he trans- 
ferred to the Education Corps, 
serving in Edinburgh, Orkney, 
Egypt and Palestine, rising from 
the ranks to Sergeant and Cap- 
tain. The time spent in the 
Middle East was to have a last- 
ing influence on his work, and 
also made Thoms feel a partic- 
ular bond with Paul Klee and his 
North African works. 

After the war, Thoms re- 
turned to Loretto for a further 
four years. In 1951 be married 
the film critic Anne Whyte and 
moved to Aberdeen to take up 
his appointment to the staff of 
Gray’s School of Art. He stayed 
there for 25 years until he re- 
tired from reaching. One of bis 
students recalls sketching ex- 
peditions with Thoms, a tall 
elegant figure in a kilt enthusi- 
astically leading his party 
through the countryside. 

In Aberdeen Thoms was also 
active in saving historic build- 
ings from development - he was 
a founder member and Chair- 
man of the Aberdeen Code 
Society. 

His opportunities to paint 
were hampered by the demands 
of his teaching career and fam- 
ily commitments. In 1963 hevis- 
ited rbe Miro retrospective at 
the Tate Gallery in London. The 
impact on Thoms was draraat- 



Photograph: England & Co 


In and Out among Pagodas, oil on canvas by Thoms, 1984 


ic: be described it as a release 
into “an unprecedented free- 
dom of expressions comparable, 
perhaps to SJ. Peploe’s dis- 
covery of the significance of 
Cezanne 60 or so years ago". 
The art critic for the Scotsman, 
Sydney Goodsir Smith, likened 
it to “the conversion of St Paul 
and the blinding light on the 
road to Damascus”. In 1966 
Thoms had his first one-man ex- 
hibition at the Scottish Gallery 
in Edinburgh, which was hailed 
as “the dream world of reborn 
Thoms". 

This first one-man exhibition 
quite late in his career led to nu- 
merous other exhibitions: at Ab- 
erdeen University: the Pier Art 
Gallery in Orkney; the Drian 
Gallery, London; the Scottish 
Gallery, again: and England & 
Co, London, where he exhibit- 
ed regularly from 1989, and 
where his last one-man exhibi- 
tion was held in September 
1995. He had moved hack to his 
native Edinburgh in 1990. 

Public collections in which he 


is represented, range from the 
Scottish Arts Council; the Ed- 
inburgh Civic Arts Centre; and 
Aberdeen Art Gallery to the 
Gdansk National Museum in 
Poland. He is also included in 
the Robert Fleming Collection 
of Scottish Art, as well as in 
many private collections all 
over the world. 

Thoms’s confident and bril- 
liant sense of colour was per- 
haps inherited from his 
Colourist forebears. He ap- 
proached his paintings like his 
collages and prints, mixing an 
almost childlike directness with 
great visual sophistication and 
verve. He was totally happy in 
his studio, literally delighting in 
making his images; angst had no 
place there. 

In recent years he spent sev- 
eral days each week at the 
Edinburgh Printmafcers* Work- 
shop, where he worked along- 
side young artists, producing 
innovative etchings, lithographs 
and screen prints. His collage 
works often incorporated the 


subtle and colourful papers giv- 
en to him by his son-in-law 
Yoshiro Oyama, the renowned 
Japanese stained-glass artist. 

Colin Thoms’s pictures in- 
corporate elements from his 
own personal iconography with 
Miro-esque shapes: surreal 
forms, crescent moons, hearts, 
birds, fish, flags, and oddly en- 
gaging creatures dance across 
his picture surfaces. Sometimes 
his work resembles a rather 
manic musical score. In an in- 
terview with the critic Robin 
Dutt in 1989. Thoms said that 
“music is vety important to me 
... I don’t play myself, but I am 
appreciative of all music from 
my favourite, Stravinsky, to 
someone like Philip Glass . . . 
I even dance in my studio, and 
I am approaching 80.” 

Jane En glan d 

Colin Edwin Sutherland Thoms, 
artist: bom Edinburgh 2 August 
1912 ; married 1951 Anne Whyte 
( one son, two daughters): died 
Glasgow 20 April 1997. 


Nikolai Yegorov 


Nikolai Yegorov; a long-time as- 
sociate of the Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin and his Minister 
for Nationality Affairs and Re- 
gional Policy during the 
Chechen crisis of 1994, was 
one of the most influential 
members of the Russian gov- 
ernment’s “party of war", the 
hardline inner circle which sup- 
ported sending Russian troops 
to crush the independence 
movement in Chechnya. Like 
many key figures in Russian na- 
tionality policy, Yegorov was of 
Cossack origin. 

His career in the Russian gov- 
ernment was chequered, main- 
ly as a result of the failure of the 
military to crush Chechen as- 
pirations for independence. 
Yegorov was punished twice, be- 
ing removed as presidential 
representative for Chechnya 
soon after the Russian assault 
in December 1994 and from his 


ministerial post in June 1995. 

Yegorov was born in the 
Krasnodar region of southern 
Russia in 1951 and studied at 
the militan- Political Aviation 
College, the Stavropol Agri- 
cultural Institute and later at the 
Higher Party School in Moscow. 
He began his career as head of 
a state farm and held a number 
of party posts. He later headed 
Stavropol’s regional adminis- 
tration. In December 1992 
Yeltsin appointed him head of 
administration in the neigh- 
bouring Krasnodar region and 
in December 1993 he was elect- 
ed to the upper chamber of the 
Russian parliament, the Fed- 
eration Council. 

It was from this background 
in the politics of the south of 
Russia that Yeltsin plucked 
Yegorov' in May 1994 to become 
Minister for "Nationality Af- 
fairs and Regional Policy. This 


post suddenly became a key po- 
sition as Yeltsin's opposition to 
the separatist regime of the 
Chechen leader Dzokhar Du- 
dayev took an aggressive turn. 

As events in Chechnya moved 
inexorably towards a Russian as- 
sault and* all-out war, Yegorov 
was one of an inner group plan- 
ning the operation which was to 
lead to the deaths of tens of 
thousands of Chechens and 
Russians, He worked alongside 
Yeltsin's security chief Alexan- 
der Korzhakov, the head of the 
Federal Counter-intelligence 
Service, Sergei Stepashin, and 
the minister of internal affairs 
Viktor Yerin. 

Yegorov took part in the 
crucial meeting in Mozdok in 
north Ossetia on 8 December 
1994 which put the final touch- 
es to the invasion plans. Three 
days later the operation began. 
Yeltsin upgraded Yegorov to 


deputy prime minister with spe- 
cial responsibility for Chechnya. 

However, as* the Chechens 
put up fierce resistance to the 
shambolic might of Russia’s 
mUitaiy, international and do- 
mestic opinion grew increasingly 
critical In late January 1995, af- 
ter Yegorov had been hospi- 
talised with alleged pneumonia, 
he was replaced as presidential 
representative in Chechnya 

This marked an ignominious 
end to what he hoped would be 
the peak of his career, though 
he hmped on until June 1995, 
when he was one of three senior 
figures fired by Yeltsin in the 
wake of the botched handling 
of the Budennovsk hostage cri- 
sis. A group of armed Chechens 
had seized some 2^00 hostages in 
a hospital in southern Russia 
and more than 100 people died, 
while the hostage-takers made 
it safely back to Chechnya. 


However. Yegorov remained 
as an adviser to Yeltsin (or- 
ganising the inauguration cer- 
emony for the president’s 
second term) and briefly had a 
comeback in January 1996 
when he was appointed presi- 
dential chief-of-siaff. He sur- 
vived in this post for only six 
months, when Yeltsin culled 
hardliners among his staff. He 
was replaced by the more com- 
petent Anatoly Chubais. 

He returned to the Kras- 
nodar region, resuming the 
post of governor. However, he 
lost his job to 3 Communist 
challenger in the December 
1996 gubernatorial elections. 

Felix Corley 

Nikolai Dmitrievich Yegorov, 
politician: bom ZassovskoL 
Krasnodar 3 May 1951 ; married 
(one son, one daugfiter); died 
Moscow 25 April 1997. 


Biju Patnaik 


Besides being a powerful and 
influential politician and busi- 
nessman in India, Biju Patnaik 
was also a buccaneering pilot, 
whose feats during anu after 
the Second World War were 
legendary- 

As an officer in the Royal In- 
dian Air Force in the early 
1940s, ftdnaik flew innumerable 
sorties to rescue British families 
fleeing the Japanese advance on 
Rangoon, the capital of Burma. 
He also dropped arms and sup- 
plies to Chinese troops fighting 
the Japanese and later to the So- 
viet army struggling against 
Hitler's onslaught near Stalin- 
grad. Two years agp, on the 50th 
anniversary of the end of the 
war, Patnaik was honoured by 
the Russians for Ins help. 

After the war, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, the first prime minister 
of independent India, who was 
committed to decolonisation, 
entrusted Patnaik with the 
seemingly impossible tads erf resr 
cuing Indonesian resistance 
fighters struggling with Dutch 
colonisers for control of In- 
donesia. Assisted by his wife 
Gyanwaii in 194S the lanky 
pilot Sew an old Dakota aircraft 
to Singapore en route to Jakar- 
ta where the rebels were 
entrenched. 

Despite attempts by the 
Dutch Wes to shoot him down 
after he entered Indonesian 
airspace, Patnaik landed on an 
improvised airstrip near Jakar- 
ta. Using left-over fuel from 
abandoned Japanese military 
dumps, he flew out several 
prominent rebels including Sul- 
tan Shariyar and Achmad 
Sukarno for a secret meeting 
with Nehru at New Delhi which 
greatly helped their cause. 

After independence, when 
Sukarno became president, the 
Indonesian government con- 
ferred the title “BhoormputnT 
or “son of the soil" on Patnaik 
and gave him honorary citi- 
zenship. He remained dose to 
Indonesian leaders and Suk- 
arno's daughter was named 
Meghavati or “goddess of the 
douds" on Patnaik’s suggestion. 

Soon afterwards Patnaik took 
to the skies once again, flying 
Indian troops into Kashmir to 
fight Pa than guerrilla fighters 
from Pakistan’s North West 
Frontier Province who had raid- 


ed Kashmir and forcibly occu- 
pied a third of the principality.' 
He also carried out scores of 
Chilians from Kashmir's sum- 
mer capital Srinagar, including 
his infant son and his daughter 
Gita Nehu (now an interna- 
tionally renowned author, of 
Karma Odd and Snakes and 
Ladders), 

Patnaik also tried to establish 
. an airlink between India and Ti- 
bet, shortly before it was occu- 
pied by the Chinese in 1951. 
And, though unsuccessful, he 
was able to persuade the Indi- 
an government to provide 
arms and logistical support to 
Tibetan Khampa fighters wag- 
ing terrorist attacks against 
the occupying Chinese. 

Patnaik was bom in Cuttack 
in the eastern state of Orissa in 
1916, into an aristocratic fam- 
ily. He began flying shortly af- 
ter graduating from Ravenshaw 
College, Cuttack. In 1939 he 
married, with his customary 
flamboyance, Gyanwati Sethi. 
His marriage party arrived 
with a fleet of Tiger Moth 
planes which flew in formation 
over die train which carried 
the young couple to their 
honeymoon. 

Influenced by’ Mahatma 
Gandhi’s freedom struggles 
against colonial rule, Patnaik 
joined the independence move- 
ment and often sheltered 
prominent revolutionaries in 
his house. He was commis- 
soned into the Royal Indian Air 
Force in the early 1940s, rising 
to head its Air Transport Wing 
before becoming a commercial 
pilot. 

Penniless after Indepen- 
dence, Patnaik set about es- 
tablishing an industrial empire, 
which eventually comprised 
iron ore and manganese mines, 
steel and textile nulls and an air- 
line, most of which he sold lat- 
er in order to enter politics 
full-time. He had joined the 
Congress Party during the in- 
dependence movement and. 
after winning state elections in 
1961, became Orissa’s chief 
minister. However, he quit two 
years later after an upheaval 
within the party. 

Thereafter he became a close 
confidant of prime minister In- 
dira Gandhi but fell foul of her 
and was imprisoned when be 



Patnaflc flamboyant 
Photograph: Popperfoto 

opposed the internal emer- 
gency she declared in 1975, in 
which civil liberties were sus- 
pended and press censorship 
imposed. Patnaik spent two 
years in gaol before being re- 
leased, elected as an MP and 
made a federal minister. The 
collapse of the government in 
1979 pushed Patnaik into po- 

ljtical oblivion, but he bounced 

back in 199L becoming Orissa's 
chief minister and going on to 
complete a five-year term. 

Patnaik increasingly lost pop- 
ularity in recent years through 
his arrogant and unseemly be- 
haviour. In 1993, for instance, 
he celebrated his 7Sth birthday 
with a party which cost the 
bankrupt state of Orissa 20 
milli on rupees (some £360.000) 
at a time when thousands in the 
state were dying of starvation 
and government employees 
had not been paid their salaries. 
Patnaik's political party was 
voted out of office two years ago 
and, though he retained his 
parliamentary seat, he was 
considered a political liability 
and left out of the federal 
government. 

An avid bridge player, 
Patnaik was also a ladies' 
man, known for his many con- 
quests and irreverence towards 
authority. 

Kuldip Singh 

Bijqyntinda (Biju) Patnaik, avf- ^ 
ator, businessman and potiti- W 
ciaru bom Cuttack. Orissa 5 
March 1916; married 1939 
Gyanwati Sethi (two sons, one 
daughter); died New Delhi 17 
April 1997. 


Fereidoun Soudavar 


Fereidoun Soudavar was one of 
Iran's leading entrepreneurs 
and industrialists, and was in- 
strumental in ensuring the con- 
tinuing study of Iran’s great 
cultural heritage both in the 
universities of Britain and 
elsewhere. 

He was born in 1908 into a 
family of prominent tea mer- 
chants, in the frontier city of Es- 
hqabad. close to the border of 
Iranian Khorasan with the 
Turkmenistan Republic, of 
which Eshqabad today is part 
After the Russian revolution in 
1917, the family returned to Iran 



Soudavar: Iranian beneficence 


and settled in Tehran. On com- 
pletion of studies in Europe, 
with his elder brothers, Samad 
and Ahmad, he founded the 
Merrikh Company which rep 
resented Mercedes Benz in 
Iran. This company subse- 
quently grew into one of Iran’s 
largest industries, the Kbavar 
Industrial Group. 

The group included the as- 
sembly of lorries and textile 
manufacturing among its ac- 
tivities: these were crucial to the 
economic expansion of modem 
Iran. It was one of the first com- 
panies admitted to the Tehran 
Stock Exchange on the latter’s 
inauguration early in 1968. 

Although from 1978 Sou- 
davar chose voluntary exile in 
Britain, he never voiced a crit- 
icism of his homeland; and not 
many years ago he endowed 3 
hospital in Tehran. 

This was only one of the 
many acts of philanthropy, in 
education, Iranian studies and 
cancer research, to which he de- 
voted himself, particularly after 
the death of his two sons. Be- 
sides endowing a Chair in Per- 
sian Studies at Oxford 
University in 1987, Soudavar 
made the generous provision 


which ensured the continuation ■ 
of the iong-established Persian 
Studies course at Cambridge 
University. 

Similarly, at Princeton Uni- 
versity he endowed undergrad- 
uate scholarships for Iranian 
and Third World students and 
in memory of his sons Alireza 
and Mohammed, and con- 
tributed large sums for resi- 
dencies in the field of cancer 
research- Latterly he furnished 
support for the study and 
presentation of Persian Art 
and Culture at the Brooklyn 
Museum of Art in New York. 

Fereidoun Soudavar was an 
admirable example of Iranian 
dignity, courtesy and benefi- 
cence; and, with his shrewd 
wit, excellent company. He in- 
troduced to his associates some- 
thing of the light of those 
Iranian qualities that, through- 
out a long history, have survived 
the most grave adversities. 

Peter Avery 

Fereidoun Soudavar. business- 
man and philanthropist: bam 
Eshaqabad. Iran 7 May 1908; 
married 1939 Shamsi Amiralai 
(two sons deceased); died 
London 4 April 1997. 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

* 


BIRTHS 

BULL: On 25 April 1997. at home. 10 
Amanda (mie Smith) and Michael, a 
son, Jacob Frederick Henry. A broth- 
er for Samuel and Kate. 
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held tomorrow mav be c 
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Birthdays 

Maj-Gea David Aicsander-Siflclair, 
70; Dr Robert Anderson, director. 
British Museum, 53: Air Chief Mar- 
shal Sir John Barradough, 79; Mr 
Theodore Bitel, actor, 73; Professor 
Neil Buxton. Vice-Chancellor. Uni- 
versity of Hertfordshire, 57; The 
Right Rev Bruce Cameron, Bishop 
of Aberdeen and Orkney, 5& Sir 
Hugh Conazzi, former diplomat, 
73; Dr Ian Evans, Head Master. Bed- 
ford School, 49; Mr AJasiair Forbes, 
journalist and writer, 7ft Mr Jon 
Foulds, chairman. Halifax Building 
Society, 65; Mr Peter Foster, archi- 
tect, 7S; Sir Campbell Fraser, former 
chairman. Scottish Television, 74; Dr 
Patrick Hflleiy, former President of 
the Irish Republic, 74; Professor Sir 
Robert Honeycombe, metallurgist, 
76; Mr Engelbert Humperdinck, 
rock singer, 61 ; Mr Clive Jenkins, 
trade union leader, 71; Mr Michael 
Kaser, economist, 71; Mr Brian 
Lara, cricketer, 28; Dr Malcolm Lip- 
kin, composer, 65: Miss Peggy 
Mount, actress, si; Mr John Neville, 
actor, 72; Air Marshal Sir lan Red- 
der, 71; Lord Silsoe QG barrister, 67; 
Sir Ronald Sinclair, [ormerjudge, 94; 
Dame Nancy Snagge. former Direc- 
tor, WRAP, 91; Dr Benjamin Spock, 
child care specialist, 94; Mr David 
Suchel, actor, 51; Mr Alan Titch- 
raatsh, broadcaster, 48; Mr Jimmy 
While, snooker player, 35: Lord 
Woolf, Master of the Rolls, 64. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Pietro Alessandro Gaspare 
Scariarti, composer, 1660: Humphry 
Repton, landscape gardener, 1752; 
Jerome Klapka Jerome, novelist, 
1859; Harry Lillis •"Bing’’ Crosby, 
singer. 1904; Deaths: Leonardo da 
Vinri. painter, sculptor and scientist 
1519; Nancy, Viscountess Astor, 
the Erst woman to sit in Par liam p.nl 
John Edgar Hoover, director 
of the Fbl 1972. On this day: the 


Authorised Version (King James) 
of the Bible was published, loll; 
Queen Elizabeth II sailed from 
Southampton on her maiden voyage, 
1969. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Athanasius. Saints Exsuperius or 
Hesperus and Zoe, St Mefalda, St Ul- 
tan of Fosses, St Waldebert and St 
Wiborada. 


Schools 

Seven oaks School 
The following awards have been an- 
nounced by Sevenoaks School: 

sum FORM 116+} 

Sadcvllle Scholarships: Yvonne Adams 
(Walthamstow Hall); Gain! Burlmpon 
(Walthamstow Halt), Victoria Chapman 
(Guildford High School); Alexander Collins 
(CVxrpcn School Q tisfehurtfl; Enc U (St 
Joseph's Singapore); Catnona Riddell (Ton- 
bridge Girls' Grammar School). 

Bkvtxq; lnlenurtfona] Baccalaureate Scbotr 
mdups: Caroline Boon fBmmky High School 1; 
Ingrid Eoiovira (Guildford f-fci'ji SduoJ i; An- 
thony Coates (King George V Hung Konfil; 
Eleanor Knox (St SwuhunY Wimfccscr); 
TmMB Travers (’Mansi Convent. Ascot). 

Aina Tuaunulgc Mathematics Scholarship: 

Edward Btonehaid Wrigglcswonh (ikcoEtf- 

ropa. ZaragCKai. 

GooffiTj Garrod Langm^ SdwfarsWp: 
Salmon I American International School. Fto- 
mxe). 

McEoco Scholarship: Leo Sanclino-Taylor 
(Chaucer Technical School. Canterbury). 
FoondaUoa Scholarship; Bonnie LtribonritcJi 
l Sal res Grammar School. Bermuda). 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 113+1 
M*|ar Scholarships; Alexander Cmddonl 
(Sevenoaks Preparatory): Ram/> Elios (Hare)- 
wood); Stuan McFarlano (Solcficld); 
Katharine Norton (Windlcsham House). 
Minor Scholarship* Michael Dickman (New 
Beacon); James Smith (Ne" Bracnw): Rob- 
bie Swin (New Beacon); Miriam Taylor 
(Vine hull); Soul Trcger (Oaimncni). 
FrandnrkHi Scholarships: Jay Barrymore 
I Hazelwood}; Ultra FenTound (Hobncwood 
Howe). 

JUNIOR SCHOOL <11+) 

Major Scholars hips: Cecily Arthur (St 
Peter's Primary): David Ashwanden (Slup- 
txiurnc Primary); Jeremy Banks (St An- 
drew's, Edcnbrtdge) 

Minor Scholarship*: Sarah Harfcmd (Un- 
derhill); Jessica Harris (Sacred Heart. Wad- 
hurst): Helen Miles {Oranvfllej; Gillian 


Pooling (Walthamstow Hall): Christopher 
Roche (Russell House): Camilla Sanger (Si 
Michael's OtfonJ). 

Foundation Scholarships: Natasha Barnes 
I James Allen's Prep); James Basscnditre 
I Net* Beacon): Ivor Boartid l Warren Road 
Primary): Nicholas Cavaday (Sc James's Pri- 
mary): Thomas de Quiocey (British School. 
Caracas); Verity Ellis fSi John’s Primary); 
Kirety Patterson (Granville): Cecily Ran Lin- 
son iRusell House): Annabel Wirtraatm 
(Combe Bank). 

An'SlC AWARDS 

John Rmafte Mask Scholarship: Rachd Daw- 
son (Russell House J. 

Itf+ Scholarships: Tanya Barringer 
I Sevenoaks): Hppa Jones (wells Caibedral 
School): Sarah TunstaD (Sevenoaks); Jennifer 
Wilber fSi Edmund's, Canterbury). 

11+ Scholarships Natasha Barnes (James 
Allen’s Prep). Rachel Dawson (Russell 
House). 

13+ RxudaUoa Scholarships: Katharine 
Norton (WmdksbamHotsc): Annabel Edar- 
Hcuh (Sevenoaks). 

11+ Foundation Scholarships: Richard 
BngfttmdU CRastcR House): Ivor Botmia 
l Wtrren Road Primuyi- 

16+ Exhibitions Vladimir Jovkoric (Forest 
School. Horsham); Harriet Webb iUmbndgc 
G iris' Grammar School). 

13+ Exhibitions: Nicholas Bilrc (Sevenoaks 
Prep); Miriam Thylor (VmebaD). 

11+ EkttbKtaHc Cecily Arthur (Si Peter'*. 
Primary). 

SPORTS AWARDS 

16+: Obvia Berry f Ambcrfkld School. Ip- 
K Leo SandincFEiyiar (Chaucer Tectorial 
School Canterbury); Melanie Spun* (Lytic 
Si Pierre). 

U+: Michael Didaiun (New Beacon); James 

I ftM'aft'l 11 Rinnaairtl; ^ rnnlbllhimit 

(Holmcnoud Housej. 

11 +s Laura Arthur (Kent College); Niebolo* 
Cavadar (St Jamal’s Primary); Leads King 
(Ha den Oaks). 

ART AWARDS 

lfi+: SoiLo Shimnda (St LwuanTi. Mayfield). 
D+: Oliver Dale (Hmelwwd). 

SPECIALIST AWARDS 
Thr Worship ltd Company ef Tobacco Pipe 
Mahers asd Tobacco Mato* Awutls Hr Aca- 
demic and ATI- Round Aebefeacnc I6+: 
Camilla AsLajrdf iHaiWum Community 
Call); Ebvnl GriButa iEoote Ini Lc Vci&uo, 
Belgium); Charics Moms (Hunch Im School 
HucicKuOE); Christopher HrppcrlDumn G+ 
kfie, Qatar); Mnthw Patane (.Vienna Ini 
School); Jade Prentice (Guildford High 
School): Stephanie ftmrtide (Guildford High 
School). 13+: AlusUnr Pbny (New Beacon); 
Qmstopbcr WiUkuns (SoiebeU), 


No nuisance caused by Canary Wharf tower 


Boater aad Others v Canary 
Wharf Ltd: Banter and Others v 
London Docklands Development 
Corporation: House of Lords 
i "Lord Goff of Chieveley, Lord 
Lloyd of Berwick, Lord Hoffman, 
Lord Cooke at Thomdon and 
Lord Hope of Craighead) 

24 April 1997 

A claim did not lie in nuisance 
.for interference with televi- 
sion reception caused by the 
erection of a tall building oo the 
defendant’s land; and a person 
without a right to exclusive pos- 
session of laud could not sue in 
nuisance. 

The House of Lords unani- 
mously dismissed the plain- 
tiffs’ appeal in the first action 
against the decision of the 
Court of Appeal that they had 
no action in nuisance in respect 
bf television interference 
caused by the erection of the 
Canary Wharf Tower on the 
defendant's land; and. Lord 
Cooke dissenting, allowed the 
cross-appeal by the defendant 
in the first action, and the de- 
fendant's appeal in the second 
action, against the decision of 
the Court of Appeal that the 
occupation of a property as a 
home was a sufficient interest 
to allow the plaintiffs to sue in 
nuisance. 

The claim in the second 
action was in respect of exces- 
sive dust caused by the con- 
struction by the defendants of 
the Limehouse Link Road 


Haras QC and Daniel Stilitz [Lcigri 
Dcry & Co) for the defendants; Daniel 
Brennan QC, Charles Pugh and 
Sarah Moor (Ashurst Morris Crisp ) 
for the plaintiffs. 

Lord Goff said that the ques- 
tion whether interference with 
television signals might give rise 
to an action in private nuisance 
had first been considered in 
Bridlington Relay Ltd v Yorkshire 
Electricity Board [1965] Ch 436. 
In that case it was held that 
such interference was not ac- 
tionable since it interfered with 
a purely recreational facility. 

There was, however, a more 
formidable obstacle to the pre- 
sent claim. As a general rule, 
a man was entitled to build on 
his own land, subject to plan- 
ning control- Moreover, as a 
general rule, that right was 
not restricted tty the fact that 
the presence of the building 
migh t of itself interfere with his 
neighbour’s enjoyment of his 
land. 

For an action in private nui- 
sance to lie in respect of inter- 
ference with the plaintiff's 
enjoyment of his land, it would 
generally arise from something 
emanating from the defen- 
dant's land, although in rela- 
dvely tare cases activities on the 
defendant's land were in them- 


selves so offensive to neigh- 
bours as to constitute an 
actionable nuisance. 

The mere fact that a build- 
ing on the defendant’s land got 
in the way and so prevented 
something from reaching the 
plaintiffs land was not gener- 
ally speaking enough- The 
plaintiffs' appeal on the first 
issue would accordingly be 
dismissed. 

Tbe plain tiffs in both actions 
consisted of a substantial 
group of local people, not all 
of whom were householders 
with the exclusive right to pos- 
session of the places where they 
lived. 

The essence of nuisance was 
that it was a tort against the 
plaintiff’s enjoyment of rights 
over land. Subject to the ex- 
ception that a person who was 
in exclusive possession of land 
might sue in nuisance even 
though he could not prove ti- 
tle, it had for many years been 
regarded as settled law that a 
person who bad do right in land 
could not sue in private nui- 
sance; see Malone v Laskv 
[1907] 2 KB 141, which had 
been followed in many cases. 

The Court of Appeal bad de- 
parted from that line of au- 
thority in Kkorasandjian v Bush 
[1993] QB 727, but no assis- 
tance could be derived from 


that case by the plaintiffs in the 
present appeals. 

It followed that, on the au- 
thorities as they now stood, an 
action in private nuisance 
would only lie at the suit of a 
person who had a right to the 
land affected, and the question 
arose whether their Lordships 
should be persuaded to depart 
from such a principle. 

Any departure from the es- 
tablished law on the subject, 
such as that defined by the 
Court of Appeal in the present 
case, posed the problem of 
defining the category of persons , 
who had the right to sue. The 
Court of Appeal had adopted 
the not easily identifiable cat- 
egory of those who had a ‘‘sub- 
stantial link" with the land, 
regarding a person who occu- 
pied the premises “as a home” - 
as having suffice nt link for 
that purpose. - - . 

The extension of the tort in 
that way would, however, trans- 
form it from a tort to land into 
a tort to the perron. That 
would not be an acceptable way 
in which to develop the law- 
There was no good reason to 

depart from the estaHishcdlaw. 
Kkorasandjian v Bush 
therefore be overruled ffl so far 
as it held that a mere licensee 
could- sue in private nuisance. 
The appeal or cross-appeal. 0 * 
the defendants in both actions 
would be allowed. 

Kate O’HanlodBamster 
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A few rules please, in life’s windfall lottery 
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1*5 e [ ections revolve 
f round pocket-book issues and a 
i :■ ^ Pf 1 of ‘he polling bSoI 
oilaoon HI the p as[ has bfcTS, 

much better off win I be?” YeSerdaA 
cwtSWBdjffcreminii, ntithermain 
party promising immediate chaneesin 
praamal taxation. Rinny that, isn't jr> 
lUter aii, there is suddenly an awh/l Jm 
°f ™ nf 2' ab P0' >o be biotin by bc™u°‘ 
°* astotushm g £20bn cash windM 
Jat building societies are about to 
SSS® the doormats of the nation. 
More than half of « is goine to be snmt 
on homes, holidays and care. ^ " l 

So, instead of a great political trans- 
fer of wealth, we are witnessing a com- 
pletely commercial transfer of wealth 
equivalent to all income tax bills beine 
halved for ayear. As the Halifax. Wool- 
widi and Northern Rock building soci- 
eties cease to be mutual funds owned bv 
thej savere and borrowers, and become 
public limited companies owned bv 
shareholders, 15 million people arc 
aboutto became, on average, more than 
£1,000 richer. 

Thfe strange and largely unremarked 
enrichment illustrates how election 
debates can never really touch every- 
thing that drives our daily lives -in this 
case, some of the more arbitrary factors 
that underlie national and personal 
prosperity, and the distribution of per- 
sonal wealth. 

There is an awful air of neo-Thatch- 
erism hanging over the country, a pre- 


monition of the return of the yuppie and 
the conspicuous consumer. Then, as 
now, there was a strong “to him that 
hath” element in the accumulation of 
wealth, as well as an element of chance. 
The building society windfall is a gear- 
ing up for those who already have sig- 
nificant savings. Then there are the stir- 
rings in the housing market, which bring 
back memories of gazumping, huge 
profits on houses changing hands within 
months, champagne consumption in 
City bare, and ail the other cpiphenora- 
ena of the Lawson Boom. No wonder 
Kenneth Clarke never used the b-word 
blazoned on Conservative adverts. 

The Iotterines5 of life has been less 
evident in the Major years, years of low 
inflation and a flat housing market. But 
now questions of the distribution of 
wealth, power and iife-ehanccs could 
come to the fore. The trickle of reports 
of selective rises in house prices is turn- 
ing into a flood, and the injection of 
cash from the floating of building soci- 
eties will add to the upwards pressure. 
Regional, local and personal varia- 
tions will ensure the same combination 
of arbitrary gains and the enrichment 
of the afrcady-rich. Only this week, 
there was melancholy head-shaking at 
the European Commission over the 
stark division in Britain between the 
South-east, one of the wealthiest 
regions of Europe, and many 3reos in 
the rest of the country which arc among 
the most deprived. 



gage lender? Well there is very often a 
penalty dause in the contract you either 
did not know about, orfoxgot about, and 
all that insurance stuff is tied up in knots 
around it too. And the scandal of pen- 


tax advantages of pensions should be 
tilted towards those with smaller second 
pensions or none at all 
The lotteiy of inheritance, in which 
the value of property plays such an enor- 
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sions mis-selfing has exposed the dan- mous role, is the final key issue in the 
gers of partial liberation there. distribution of wealth. This is a sensitive 

Nevertheless, fair competition is the issue touching on the primal human 
right approach. The bousing market instinct to safeguard our young; but a 
needs to be freed from the anti -com- society which wants to give real mean- 
petitive praaices c^coaveyandiig, mort- ing to the concept of open, meritocratic 
gage finance and estate agencies, while opportunity has to tiy harder to dis* 
pension funds need to be tightly regu- tribute jackpots more evenly. 

lated and made more accountable to 

their membere. . . 

Of course, it was the veiy forces of A yi v-ipr\T fTprip, Ingaf 

competition which led to the “privan- -cxLkAJOisy iUfeb, 

satiofl" of building societies and mutual 


The Independent has long argued that 
the dominance of houses as a stock of 
national wealth has been a fundamen- 
tal weakness of the British economy, act- 
ing as an automatic destabiliser to push 
any up-trend into runaway inflation. But 
it has also acted as an engine of inequal- 
ity, dividing the nation into haves, have- 
not-vciy-much, and have-lots. 

And yet, as a nation and as individu- 
als, wc are remarkably casual about the 
forces which decide how rich we are. 
The two most important stores of wealth 
arc our homes and pension funds, and 
yet the markets for them are riddled 
with ignorance, restrictive practices and 


chance. The Conservatives tried to raise 
pensions as an election issue, only to be 
blown away by a ruthlessly effective 
Labour scare campaign. The housing 
market did not feature at all although 
the last government had started to do 
the right thing by cutting the tax subsidy 
for mortgage payments. 

As individuals" we are penny wise and 
pound foolish, knowing the price of 
petrol or beer, and prepared to switch 
to the cheapest outlet, but often happy 
to operate in the dark when it comes to 
buying a house or choosing a pension, 
making decisions which could cost thou- 
sands. Want to switch to a cheaper mon- 


insurance funds, a process which has lost 
a valuable principle — that of mutuality 
- and also a valuable element of vari- 
ety. It is important that there should be 
some forms of economic organisation 
other than the limited company, but the 
sloping playing field of the law needs to 
be levelled in favour of co-operative 
structures. , 

The principle of the level playing field 
needs to be applied more widely. It is 
not possible, of course, for public pol- 
icy to compensate for the vicissitudes of 
luck in life, but the unfair advantages 
enjoyed by those who are already for- 
tunate ought to be suppressed in favour 
of the unfortunate. 

The remaining subsidy for mortgage 
payments should be phased out, and the 


but don’t panic 

T he scientists who found the “anxi- 
ety gene” are worried. They 
thought they had found a gene which 
predisposed people to anxiety attacks 
and stress. But a new study cannot find 
it. This is beginning to look like care- 
lessness. They lost the “gay gene” two 
years ago, and a “novelty-seeking gene” 
has also gone missing. And it is not just 
the determinists who are under stress. 
The creationists have had a setback too. 
Lizards introduced to the Bahamas 20 
years ago have already evolved, adapt- 
ing to their local environment. We can 
evolve, even quickly, but we are not 
prisoners of our genes. There's a bless- 
ing, on this day of change. 
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The shame of 
Britain’s 
crowded jails 

Sir. The shameful news that the 
prison population of England and 
Wales now exceeds 60,000 (report, 
30 April) means that it has 
increased by nearly 50 per cent 
since the end of 1992, when the 
number of prisoners stood at 
40,600. This country now has 116 
prisoners for every 1 00,000 people 
in the general population, 
compared with 89 in France, 84 in 
Germany, 67 in Holland and 65 in 
. Sweden. In the whole of Western 
Europe only Spain and Portugal 
jail proportionately more people , 
than we do. 

The pressure of numbers is most 
acute in the Victorian-built city 
centre prisons, which always bear 
the brunt of overcrowding. Sixteen 
such prisons are now more than 30 
per cent overcrowded Ten jails are 
overcrowded by more than 50 per 
cent, five by over 70 per cent, three 
by over 80 per cent, and one by 
over 90 per cenL More than 10,000 
prisoners are now being held two to 
a cell designed for one person. 

The record prison population is 
the result of an increasingly crude 
penal policy which has emphasised 
toughness at the expense of 
effectiveness and justice. As a 
result, money which should be 
devoted to improving regimes is 
being wasted on desperate 
attempts to expand the prison 
system by such makeshift methods 
as prison ships and converted 
holiday camps. 

Any new government must 
reverse this punitive trend if it is to 
give prisons a real chance of 
rehabilitating offenders, rather 
than turning out embittered 
prisoners who are more likely to 
reoffend. 
paulcavading 

Chair Penal Affairs Consortium 
London SW9 


Abuse flourishes 
in silence 

Sin Jo Brand (19 April) is not alone 
in regretting her inability to 
-whistleblow” when faced with 
abuse within a residential home for 
adults with learning disabilities. 
Here at Respond we provide 
therapy and counselling to a 
growing number of people who 
have been sexually abused m just 
such circumstances of silence apd . 
fear The ability to whistleblow is 
reduced when faced with a 
pervasive culture of denial and 

disbelief that this level of 

exploitation can happen to those 

who rely on us for tare and s^port. 

Research from the University of 

'2a?3£3tSSi3& 

SSerinsfiguremak^more 
sense when one consideistbe 
extreme vulnerability of tins 

section ofsciaety to 


CUT OUT & PLAY 


PIN THE HEAD ON THE TORY 


L. 



TORT 'A' 


A TORY HAS 
JUST BEEN RETURNED 
To N* 10 

BUT’ CAN YOU TELL . 
THE DIFFERENCE AND 
PUT THE RIGHT P.M. 
IN OFFICE ? 



TORY *B' 


cur our THE 2 Tory heads 
place pin THRU. Hole *X‘ 
(where IT WILL to L£/tSHMl6£) 

WHILE BUNbfoLbED ATTEMPT 
To AFFIX APPROPRIATE HEAD 
in appropriate; potion 

THE WINNER ? 

dqnY RE silly 
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rtf the men and women we work 
0 -ffi^raKaftionsofthev.ct'n. 

''SsKSfiSSS 

"reacbcourt^Ui? work at Respond._ 

• is concerned primariiywith 
. tmwiding therapeuoc justice to 
.rflJjse whose experience of sexual : 


abuse has been buried deep inside 
them. 

Our work will become easier if. 
like Jo Brand, more people have 
the courage to bring the issue into 
the public arena. It combines many 
of society's taboos - sex, disability 
and abase - and is thus rarely 
discussed, a situation that leaves 
victims of abuse further 
traumatised by our failure to 
believe. 

ALAN CORBETT 
Acting Clinical Director 
Respond 
London , NW1 


Fruity veg for 
healthy children 

Sir We are writing to comment on 
die new 'Vacky that yraix 

reporter tried out on children in . 
year Four at 'our school (“Chocolate 
flavoured veg acts as carrot for 
healthy eating”, 22 April). 

We both think that it is a totally 
absurd idea. One reason to 
disapprove of the idea of 
“flavoured vegetables” is that 
putting unhealthy flavouring into 
healthv food will not encourage' 
children to eat heallhy food but to 
eat the unhealthy foods thai have 
those flavours. Another reason is 
that children who like real 
vegetables will start eating take 
vegetables and not want to go back 
to thereal thing- 

Here is a suggestion: the 
vegetables could be favoured with 
fruit or other healthy foods which 
children like. 
emhystopes-roe 
niamh brennan-bernatt 

(Year Six) 

Gillespie School 
London N* 


Boar image on 
Beowulf’s helmet 

Sir: The account by your 
archaeology correspondent, 
'Ancient Saxon tomb yields royal 
treasures" (23 April) is misleading 
in the claim that a boar motif tin the 
helmet indicates that this was a 
royal grave of an Anglo-Saxon king. 

It is a remarkable discovery and 
the artefacts indicate that the grave 
was of a high status, but not 
conclusively royal. Such helmets 
were familiar to the Beowulf poet, 
for he mentions them five times. 
Beowulf’s helmet is “besetie swin- 
licum" (1. 1453), “set around with, 
toar images", and in another 
instance, “sweord swate fab swin 
ofcr helme” (1,1286), “the sword 
stained with gore the swine above 
the helmet” which brings to mind 
the free-standing boar on the Benty 
Orange helinet (Sheffield 
Museum), the closest parallel to the 
Northamptonshire find. In Swedish 
finds from the sixth and seventh 
centuries, warriors wearing boar- 
crested helmets appear on a helmet 
plate from Vendel Gr 1, and on dies 
for creating stamped bronze helmet 
foils from iforshinda, 01an& 

There is evidence that the boar- 
crated helmet is not confined to the 
Germanic world of the migration 
period. It makes its appearance 
much earlier on two warriors 
depicted in chased silver from the 
inside of the Gundestnip cauldron. 
Denmark, which is Celtic work of 
the first or second century BG 
Dr GEORGE SPEAKE 
Banbury, Oxfordshire 


Nuclear waste 
safe on roads 

Sir Your reporter is wrong in 
asserting that there was a leakage 
of radioactive waste from a 
container en route from 
Trawsfynydd power station 
(“Inquiry into radioactivity scare", 
23 April). There was no accident 
and the steel box was not damaged. 
What Magnus Electric is 
investigating is bow surface 
readings on the container were 
found on arrival to be above the 
permitted limit, though still far loo 
low to cause anyone any harm. 

Professor George Huxley 
(Letters, 28 April) asks why 
Magnox Electric uses road 
transport. The answer is that it is 
safe, reliable and economic. Low- 
level waste - typically redundant 
plant, lightly contaminated 
protective dothing and cleaning 
materials as well as dust and debris 
trapped by clean-up systems - is 
transported in robust steel 
containers approved by the 
regulator for road transport 
Nevertheless, the vast majority of 
Magnox Electric’s radioactive 
material movements do indeed 
travel by raiL 

There are now around half-a- 
mfllion package movements of 
radioactive material a year 
involving hospitals, universities, 
and manufacturing companies as 
well as the nuclear industry and 
they are all governed by stringent 
safety measures. Magnox Electric 
has been transporting radioactive 
materials for 35 years, and we have 


not had a single accident resulting 
in a release of radioactive mate rial. 
A TELUS 
Station Manager 
Magnox 

Trawsfynydd Power Station 
Trawsfynydd, Gwynedd 


Blame shaving 

Sin Could it be that women have 
been spared the cumulative effect 
of years of residual shaving foam, 
or the buzzing of electric razors 
near the ears, which has reduced 
the sensitivity to noise of the male 
of the species? 

Can any of your readers suggest 
who might be sued if this turns out 
to be the cause of distress for 
Geraldine OTfcrrell (letter, 29 
April) and Mair Gaunt (letter, 26 
April)? 

CHRIS PERRY ■ 

Hertford 


Young masters 

Sir: In his piece on Sir Roy Strong’s 
diaries (29 April) Jonathan 
Glancey describes Sir Roy as the 
youngest ever director of a national 
collection, having been appointed 
to the National Portrait Galleiy at 
the age of 31. 

■ In June 1933 when Kenneth 
Clark, later Lord Clark, received a 
telegram from Ramsay MacDonald 
offering him the directorship of the 
National Gallery, he was “still 
under thirty". 

BRIAN HUTTON 
Kingston Blount, Oxford 


Post ham to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. Fax: 0172-293 2056; 
e-mail: lerters@mdependenLco.uk, E-mail correspondents are asked to gnv a postal address. Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity We repel we an? unable to acknowledge unpublished letters. 


Eurostar should 
fit platforms 

Sir If I understand correctly. 
Eurostar is unable to ran services 
north of Eusion as originally 
planned because its trains damage 
overhead lines (report, 28 April). 

Eurostar also had the problem of 
its trains being bigger than normal 
British trains and so various 
platforms were shaved - at public 
expense - to fit them. It now sounds 
as though the public (whether fare- ' 
or tax-paying makes little 
difference) have to meet the cost of 
adaptations to overhead lines and 
signalling on every major route 
where Eurostar wishes to run. 

Surely when Eurostar bought the 
trains, it would have been simple 
enough to specify that the trains 
should run in Britain. Changing 
everything else to suit the trains 
rather than changing the trains to 
aiit existing infrastructure sounds a 
bit like putting the private cart 
before the public horse. 

DAVID H MCLEAN 
London N4 t ' 

Sir. We used to have a train from 
Birmingham New Street which was 
run to connect with the Eurostar at 
Waterloo. Each morning it would 
stand practically empty while the 
"normal" Intercity to Euston filled 
up to overflowing with grumpy 
passengers. 

Many people travelling to south 
London expressed interest in using 
the Waterloo train, but since only 
Eurostar travellers were allowed 
on, the service quietly died. Why 
not reinstate it as an open service? 

It would not then matter if it did 
have the wrong kind of pantograph. 
JANE BARKY 

Birmingham 


Cyclist driven 
to despair 

Sin I am concerned about the 
behaviour of motorists towards 
cyclists. 1 am a 23-year-old Swiss 
girl who has been living in Reading 
for six months. 

Previously I bad been living in 
Italy for a long time. Although the 
motorists were temperamental, 
they still respected the cyclists. In 
England the bicycle culture is very 
different from Italy and 
Switzerland. Here, every day I 
nearly get hit by a careless driver 
who doesn’t take ; 


on my bicycle. 
Afneudi 


any notice of me 


of mine recently got 
knocked down by a car whose 
driver wasn't paying any attention. 

I am very upset and can’t put up 
with this situation any more. In my 
country cycling is much safer 
because motorists are more 
considerate and there are far more 
cycle lanes. 

M FIEDLER 
Reading. Berkshire 

Sin Jeremy Garson (letter, 28 
April) perpetuates the myth, 
common among motorists, that 
illegal parking is not a crime. It is. It 
is a crime whether the car is parked 
on a yellow line for one second or 
one hour. 

This myth is perpetuated by the 
lack of enforcement of the law and 
the minimal fines. In many cities 
cars can be seen parked nose- to- tail 
on double lines and blocking bus 
stops and bus lanes with no parking 
tickets in sight. 

This is a case for zero tolerance. 
Any vehicle parked illegally at any 
time deserves a ticket and a fine 
many times the current level, 
together with endorsement of the 
driver’s licence. Then we might free 
the streets for public transport and 
other legitimate road users. 
CHRISTOPHER FREEL 
Welwyn Garden Ctiy, Hertfordshire 

Sin British traffic wardens are not 
always as inhuman as Jeremy 
Garson makes out (letter, 28 
April). Were he a parent with a 
four-wheel drive complete with bull 
bare, he could park his vehicle for 
20 minutes or more in this part of 
Wandsworth while he disappeared 
some distance up the road to 
collect his child from its exclusive 
private preparatory school without 
fear of the wardens ever being in 
the vicinity. 

Admittedly at any other time 
they would behave as he maintains 
and issue a ticket within minutes 
even if he appeared on the scene 
before they bad finished doing so. 
MICHAEL CLARKE 
London SW1S 


Smug to shun T Y 

Sir: It is ironic that I read about the 
planned White Dot campaign, to 
turn television off for a week and 
make us all better people (report, 
26 April), while viating Paris for a 
conference on young people and 
the media. 

We suffered the trials of such a 
campaign in 1992 (fhe Great New 
Zealand Television Turn-Off 
Week) and it didn’t do any thing at 
all to change television. All it did 
was increase the smugness of those 
participating. Diming off television 
does nothing; teaching about it, in a 
critical sense, in schools and 
universities does much more. 

I hope British viewers have the 
sense to ignore this intrusion into 
their lives. 

GEOFF LEALAND 
Senior Lecturer in Film 
and Television Studies 
University of Waikato 
New Zealand 
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18 years of Tory rule? Sorry, 


if 


Half the population has no 
memory of a Labour Britain. 
Rupert Cornwell, however, 
never experienced the 
upheavals of the Conservative 
era. Now he’s back in a land 
that has been transformed 
since he left in 1978 


B arring the veiy end of the 
endgame, I missed it all: 
every queenly “we” from the 
Lady herself, every purse-* 
lipped retreat by her succes- 
sor, the greed of the Roaring Eighties 
and the sourness of the Nineties, pri- 
vatisation and the vanquishing of the 
unions, the dysfunctions of the Royal 
Fa mUy and the collapse of English 
cricket - in short the loL Everything, all 
IS years oflbry rule. Labour it was when 
I left for Italy in October 1978, having 
been a political correspondent for the 
Fi/wncial Times. Now, four consecutive 
foreign postings and one newspaper 
later. I am back. And Labour it will 
surely be again when the cock crows at 
dawn today. 

Half the population, it is said, have 
no memory of a Labour Britain. Hav- 
ing been abroad throughout the Heath 
years too, I have no memory of a Con- 
servative one. Apart from their official 
visits to countries where I lived, Mar- 
garet Thatcher and John Major are the 
Prime Ministers who never were. My 
abiding image of the Commons is a 
scowling James Callaghan stalking the 
committee corridor followed by a posse 
of nervous retainers. As far as l am con- 
cerned, he is being succeeded by the 
sweet-smiling but evidently super-dis- 
ciplined Tony Blair. There is, alas, one 
problem: in between, Britain and British 
politics have been transformed. The 
returning lime traveller seeks to regain 
his hearings, yeanling for the familiar. 
It ain't ea*w. 

Old Labour. New Labour — Old 
Britain. New Britain. This is a richer 
place, but also rougher, tougher, coarser 
and unkinder. The reserve and pseudo- 
gcnteelness that still flourished in the 
late Seventies have gone. For proof, just 
look at my business, where even the 
“quality press" has turned into brassy 
propaganda sheets, and articles about 
sex adorn every other page. Who said 
the British are prudish? Divisions of 
class are giving way to no less stark divi- 
sions of wealth. Clearly, however, there 
Is no desire for a return to pre-Thatcher: 
rather for a nudge back towards the cen- 
tre and a more caring capitalism, where 
somebody remembers the poor, the 
infirm and the less gifted. 

The quest for pre-Thatcher political 
faces is equally arduous. I found three 
on the BBC TV panel assembled by 
Robin Day each morning. But they were 



not active politicians but listed national 
monuments: Norman Tebbil, the semi- 
housetrained polecat turned benign 
saloon-bar sage: an ever jowiier Roy 
Hatiersley for Labour's comer, and 
sage Roy Jenkins for the Liberal 
Democrats - flirting with self-parody 
but retaining enough authority to make 
one wonder what might have been, had 
he succeeded Harold Wilson in 1976. 

Others 1 remember from the late Sev- 
enties are very much in business. A then 
eager beaver from Tory Central Office 
research department called Michael 
Portillo now needs no introduction. 
Nor does William Hague, star-turn for 
the Thatcher-jugend at the Tory confer- 
ence of 1977, who I discover on my 
return has been installed by the book- 
ies as co-favourite with Portillo to 
become the next party leader. But their 
hands will not be on the levers of power 
in the new parliament. As for today’s 
party leaders, they weren’t even MPs 
when 1 last prowled Westminster. John 
Major was still a rising executive at the 
Standard Chartered Bank, Tony Blair 
was in London law’ chambers as a labour 
lawyer, while Paddy Ashdown was work- 
ing for Westland helicopters in YcoviL 
Of the Blairite high command, only 
Robin Cook was an MP. remembered by 
me as an ornery left-wing opponent of 
devolution. Now he is poised to star in 


a Labour government that may gen- 
uinely devolve. But that is the tiniest of 
the adjustments to be made. 

In the Seventies Britain 1 left. Cabi- 
net meetings mattered less for the gov- 
ernance of the country than those infa- 
mous beer and sandwich sessions at 
Downing Street when we hung on every 
utterance of Messrs Murray, Jones and 
Scanlon. Some say the unions are plot- 
ting an early test of Blair, but to my 
shame I cannot even name today's 
genera) secretary of the TUC. Back 
then, the miners and the dockers were 
the mightiest constituencies in the land, 
the latter overweening enough to 
demand the Dock Labour Regulation 
Bill, which gave them a cargo-handling 
monopoly within five miles of a dock- 
yard. Thanks to the defection of two 
moderate Labour MPs, the bill would 
be defeated, forcing the minority 
Callaghan government into the Lib-Lab 
pact Looking back, what is amazing is 
not that the measure failed, but that it 
was ever put forward at all. 


days Labour's pro- and anti-marketeers 
feuded over issues like proportional 
voting for the Strasbourg parliament, and 
most of them saw Europe as citadel of 
the claret- sipping boss class, and Roy 
J enkins as the ultimate betrayer of 
socialism and national sovereignly. Their 
successors have long concluded that 
Brussels is a more dependable protec- 
tor of a British untiring man's rights than 
home-grown Conservatives preaching 
unfettered market economics. 

But this transformation - and every 
other by-product of the Thatcher revo- 
lution - I only observed from afar. 
Already in Rome when she was elected. 
I followed the Falklands conflict from a 
deeply ambivalent Italy. By the lime she 
routed the miners in 1984/85. I had 
moved on to Bonn. From Moscow I 


watched the stunning Kremlin coup in 
London which overthrew her. By the 


A nd where oh where is the 
National Executive Committee? 
Back then each meeting of the 
NEC was a bloodbath, a monthly ritual 
of left-wing rebellion only quashed by a 
threat by Callaghan to resign. Today 
Blair apparently controls all but two 
seats on the executive. As for the min- 
ers. the number of pits still open, I am 
told, has dropped from many hundreds 
to 29. In both Parliament and the coun- 
try, the bard left is vanquished. These 
days, if anyone practices “entiyisra”. it 
is not the militant Trotskyites who used 
to stage constituency committee 
ambushes on over-moderate sitting 
MPs, but the Blairites bent on eradi- 
cating the last of what Mikhail Gor- 
bachev called “old thinking?. At West- 
minster the once fearsome Tribune 
group has become a flock of lambs, and 
m the process rendered the now dis- 
banded Manifesto group superfluous. 

Or take Europe. At Westminster the 
issue has always generated civil war, but 
the combatants are reversed. In those 




Civil Servants 




London which overthrew her. By the 
time John Major won election in his own 
right, I was in Washington, safely 
removed from sterling's humiliating 
ejection from the ERM in September 
1992. and the fin de regime air which set- 
tled upon the Conservatives thereafter. 
1 have only seen the final death throes 
of Tory government - not so much the 
thrashing of a mighty tail as the few faint 
twitches of an already despatched corpse. 

But for one returning from the US. 
New Labour is old news. The similari- 
ties of Blair vs Major 1997 and Clinton 
vs Dole 1996 are overwhelming - the 
shift of the entire political spectrum in 
both countries to the right, the fixation 
on the leaders to the exclusion of all 
else, the shameless stealing of an oppo- 
nents' best issues, the deliberate lack of 
specifics, and the retreat into thunder- 
ous banality whenever awkward detail 
presses. Certainly, Blair appears to 
function on a higher plane of personal 
morality than the irredeemably tacky 
Clinton. But who are the greater 
scoundrels: .American presidential can- 
didates with*their mantra of “The 
Greatest Nation on Earth” or their 
counterparts here, promising to be 
"British patriots’* who will take no non- 
sense from the continentals (Blair. 


Major. AshdkrwTi,/MissB7« )? I even heard 
one of them talk about “restoring the 
British Dream”. Next time around, it 
will be every speech ending with “God 
Bless the United Kingdom”. 

Already, though, and undeniably, 
the Almighty is looking more kindly on 
his British subjects than two decades 
ago. My two years as a lobby corre- 
spondent for the Financial Times must 
have been the nadir of of post-war 
Britain, symbolised by Denis Healey’s 
U-turn on the road to London airport 
and the subsequent stand-by loan from 
the international Monetary Fund, 
which came dose to splitting the cabi- 
net. Labour then was as detested as the 
Conservatives now: my very first assign- 
ment was Labour’s stunning by-election 
defeat in its citadel of Workington - a 
punishment all loo familiar of late to 
Major's Conservatives. 


From miners to Major, Lady Di to 
Lon dsa money: changes in the 
political and cultural landscape 


i ut the most fitting emblem of the 
age was the Thorpe affair, a 


JL—M Krakatoa of a scandal featuring 
a dead dog. a murder plot , and the dis- 
grace of the leader of England's oldest 
political party. Above all, though, it was 
a metaphor for the state of the coun- 
try. of humbug exposed, reputations 
destroyed and illusions stripped away. 
Compared to Thoipe. the sleaze erup- 
tions of the Major years, it seems to me, 
reflect more an 'ever-growing media 
obsession with sex and money than any 
abrupt collapse of political morality. 

Musing last month on the state of 
pre-eleaoral Britain, DkZrit lamented 
the passing of old imperial graces and 
likened contemporary Britain to a 
“Switzerland in the North Sea”: selfish, 
smug and stubborn. But that is surely 
preferable to being an offshore version 
of the Ottoman Empire, circa 1900, 
which Britain was passably imitating 
when 1 left after Callaghan funked an 
early election in October 1978. 

Two decades and four lost elections 
later, both the Labour Party he leads 
and the country Blair inherits are utterly 
different. His England is far more effi- 
cient, businesslike and productive than 


the one I remember - though I still cain'-t 
believe we have turned from sick man 
of Europe into the leader of the new 
capitalism. Unarguably, the place is 
simultaneously both more American 
and more European; tbe former visible 
not only in the political process but in 
the language, the fabric of daily life and 
culture - for worse and for better. If 
British television increasingly resembles 
the vapid American networks, what mir- 
acle has overtaken our telephone sys- 
tem? Services such as directory 
enquiries used to be a refined form of 
water torture. Now they yield nothing 
to their American equivalents. 

As for Europe, who can stop its 
encroachment? Certainly, and deli- 
ciously, not Thatcher's children des- 
perate to defend their island fortress. 
Our politicians may mock the Conti- 
nent, but when Battersea is full of 
French and Italian restaurants and they 
sing “La Marseillaise” at Old Trafford, 
you realise the limits of little England. 
In this interdependent world national 
rivalries may be played out on the sports 
field, but not so fiercely as to prevent 
Eric Cantona becoming an honorary 
Englishman. That would never have 
happened in Callaghan’s day. 

At which point a thought impinges. 
Maybe Britain, ever pulled in opposite 
directions across the Channel and the 
Atlantic, is for once getting the best of 
both worlds. Thus does London 
become what Newsweek and the like 
extol as the coolest city on the planet, 
a distinction whose main effect, to my 
silent fury, is to add a few more thou- 
sand pounds to the cost of the house I 
must buy. And truly there is a bit of a 
fizz in the air. so different from 
Callaghan's resigned and sullen land, 
waiting for its chance to throw the ras- 
cals out. They did, and this week sees 
the passing of a Tory era. For ine 
though, it is the belated funeral of a 
vanished Labour England. 
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I was saying the other day 
that Tlie Guardian was 
once known as tbe home 
of misprints, but that as it had 
shake q off that reputation, we 
needed a new one. I sug- 
gested the Radio Times as a 
source of misprints and asked 
for offerings, which of course 
has Jed to many kind readers 
sending me misprints from 
The Independent, so F11 hold 
fire on that one for a while ... 

But the idea of Aunt Sallys 
generally is an interesting 
one, the way in which some- 
thing can be exceedingly 
funny to everyone one year 
and be forgotten the next 
One year we think ft is 
hilarious to say “Norway - 
mil points", and the next we 
wonder why we ever laughed. 
Nothing ever stays funny 
(except perhaps sex, death 
and other people's mis- 
fortunes). Our favourite 
targets rail out of fashion and 
are forgotten. 

There was a time, not sq 
long ago, when you could get 
an instant laugh by invoking 
the name of Group 4. Not 
any more. We still 
remember, sort of, that 
Group 4 became accident- 
prone for a while and kept 
losing things and people it 


was guarding, but it’s a 
distant memory now and too 
fainr to raise a laugh. 
Historians will have to tell us 
why we laughed. 

Similarly, I can remember 
my father iaughing at 
comedians on the radio 
making fun of the groundnut 
scheme, and Beveridge, and 
rationing, and nylon 
stockings- It must be a good 
many years since anyone got 
a laugh out of the groundnut 
scheme, yet the equivalent of 
tbe groundnut scheme is 
always turning up. 

• In the last week or two, 
Channel 5 has become an 
instant laugh object. I can’t 
get Channel 5 and I don't 
want to. but even I know ■ 
enough about ft to register 
jokes about it. (Mark you. I 
can also remember a time 
when Channel 4 was good 
for instant laughs, as a 
symbol of all that was 
■pretentious and avant-garde 
and unwatchable.) 

I have heard comedians in 
the last few weeks get laughs 
out of the Spice Girls (III 
scream if I hear the one 
about Old Spice Girls again) 
and I have heard the jokes 
about Dudley Moore coming 
back to do pantomime in 



Miles 

Kington 


Southampton (TO scream if I 
hear the one about “Your 
movie career. 1 It's behind 
you!" again) but I wager that 
unless someone writes down 
the reasons behind these 
passing ou tbreaks of jokes, 
we may be baffled in 10 
years' time as to why anyone 
should have thought they 
were funny. 

Some targets do last a long 
time. Quentin Crisp records 
that when he first arrived in 
London people were still 
whispering stories about 
Oscar Wilde. Well, 1 can beat 
that. When I first went to 


school, people were still 
making Oscar Wilde jokes. 

(I can even remember one. 
Here it is. Oscar Wilde 
comes out of prison and 
checks into a hotel, where he 
is seen going to his room 
with one of the hotel's page 
boys. He is stopped by the 
hotel manager, who says: 
“Oh. Mr Wilde - 1 thought 
you were going to turn over a 
new leaf!" “So I am," says 
. Wilde, “but I think I’ll just 
get to the bottom of this 
page first ..." At the age of 
13, when I had never heard 
of Oscar Wilde and wasn’t 
aware of homosexuality, this 
joke took some explaining.) 

Oscar Wilde had been a 
butt of jokes in his lifetime, of 
course, whether at the hands 
of Gilbert and Sullivan, or 
Punch, or the music hall, but 
we are told that jokes about 
tiie Royal Family are 
something new. and that 
respect has always precluded 
them being made an Aunt 
Sally. This may be tree in this 

country, but not elsewhere. 

Edward VII, when Prince 
of Wales, was regarded 
abroad not as a future 
monarch but as a lecherous 
old brute. When he went to 
Paris, his female companion 


was not always the woman to 
whom he was married, and 
on one of these occasions 
some French humorist 
inserted in the French papers 
an advertisement saying: 
“Princess Alexandra wishes it 
to be known that she is the 
rightful Princess of Wales, 
and that anyone else trading 
under that name or carrying ' 
out her functions with the 
Prince of Wales is an 
impostor and should be 
treated as such.” 

One cannot imagine 
anyone in Victorian England 
making such a joke. . 
Nowadays people dojoke 
about the Prince of Wales, 
but in a very different way, 
and one day we will have to 
have the jokes about him 
talking to the flowers 
explained as well, just as • 
young people today have no 
idea why we once laughed at 
the very mention of Geoige 
Brown being drunk, or the 
Red Dean, or Sabrina, or the 
unfinished Sydney Opera ■ 
House, or Red-Robbo, or 
parking meters, or Mrs Mills, 
or Andrew Lloyd Webber, or 
Centre Point, or Brendan. 
Behan, or the Sinclair C-5 ... 

Did someone say, or John 
Major? 
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the commentators 


Will men surrender 
fa- a wilan 6 to the Fluffragettes? 



D elmar Simpson, a 32- 
year-old drill sergeant at 
the Aberdeen training 
; m Maryland, could wefj 

i w.remwnberedasibemanivho 
■: ^.eraed US thinking on mixed 
{ pmmg in the army. Convicted 
by -a court martial this week on 
18 counts of rape - all the vic- 
tims were female trainees in his 
charge - he will plead next 
; Monday against a likely sen- 
: - tence of life imprisonment 

If Simpson were just one bad 

: e S£ m an otherwise professional tLM 

and disciplined army rraining ■** 

system, his case could be di£ DoSc 

nussed as a regrettable excep- 
bon. Evidence that emerged 
during Simpson’s investigation x 

and trial, however, suggests JJtl til 

something different He is only 
the first of at least a dozen T/\ CW 
Aberdeen drill sergeants facing VJt 

sexual miscondun charges. And fW 

while one senior officer went on LdK: 

record as saying that discipline <nm 

at Aberdeen was “the worst" he *** XI 
had seen, more than 300 army c 

sex investigations are in prog- 6C 

ress, involving array training 
bases across the US. OPDQT 

Responses to the case have 
been predictably spliL To oppo- PTYIT) 
nents of equal opportunities ^ t 
forwomec in the armed forces, t4-« ■. 

the Delmar Simpson case seems -two 
only to confirm the view that __ 
mixing the sexes in the military XluIAjJ. 
is asking for trouble. Temptation i 
is put in everyone’s way, disci- ilSVG 
pline is put at risk. Fbr sup- , 

porters of women in the forces, OVBTi 

the case only confirms their 
view that the prevailing atmos- 
phere in the army is hostile to 
women. They welcomed the trial, and the ver- 
dict, as a sign that women recruits' allegations 
about sexual harassment, and worse, are at last 
being taken seriously, but they noted that the 
number of cases still outstanding shows how 
far there is to go. 

In between these straightforward responses, 
however, lies a host of complexities that reveal 
what a tangled web the US has woven in mix- 
ing army training. The official position is clear. 
Women recruits can train alongside men and, 
following a Congress decision of 1988, may 
■ take combat roles. However, “fraternisation’’ 
across ranks - often .a euphemism for sexual 
relations - is an offence; so is adulLery. Pun- 
ishment ranges from a reprimand and coun- 
selling, ’through dismissal and forfeit of pen- 
sion, to court martial and prison. 

This is the theory. But iff only a fraction of 
the allegations about what went on at the 
Aberdeen training centre are true - “Con- 
sensual sex was rampant at army base", said a 
Washington Post headline - the clear discipli- 
narian fine was far from being universal prac- 
tice. The three-month army training course at 
Aberdeen is said to have been regarded by 
many recruits, men and women alike, as one 
long party. Officers speak of finding liquor bot- 
tles and used condoms littering dormitory 
floors when they came on duty each morning. 
The women, it is said, enjoyed being outnum- 
bered by men. The officers and instructors, 
who were predominantly male, found them- 


Mary 

Dejevsky 

In the rush 
to declare 
the US 
army an 
‘equal 

opportunity 5 
employer, 
its very 
nature may 
have been 
overlooked 


selves in the paradisiacal situa- 
tion of having almost instant 
access to young women who 
were under orders to ‘’obey''. 

Obedience, though, takes 
many forms. Evidence given by 
a dozen or so women trainees to 
the Aberdeen court martial 
indicated that some “obeyed" 
out of fear, others out of ambi- 
tion. Some admitted to willing 
compliance. Five who withdrew 
rape allegations on the eve of 
the trial said they hud “agreed’’ 
l| t y to sex with Simpson, but had 

* been pressured by investigators 

/SKy lo say they had been raped. 

Army rules give women an infi- 
nitely greater incentive to claim 
i ymoln ra P e than 10 admit to “consen- 
. X Uoll sual" sex. The farter is an offence 

t that could end their career; the 

213X0 former, which absolves them of 

responsibility, ruins only the 
|J man 's carccr’whfle leaving their 

own intael. 

rr o yi While (here is no suggestion 

/ CU,A from the reported evidence that 

-jjjl Simpson’s trial was anything but 

fair, it is possible to argue that 
■i s the court martial jury, consisting 
UmtAT of five men (three white, two 
black) and ontf woman (white), 
[)yer, might have fell under pressure, 

*' ’ given the climate of US opinion. 

PPY not to run scared of a rape con- 

«/ viclion. It also seems that the 

i TYIQV armed forces are applying the 

■" lllay rules on sexual relations with a 

hnon new - r te our in M ancm pt to 

UcfcJIl avoid embarrassing charges of 

1 ■* cover-ups (as in the Tailhook 

>GKBU sexual harassment incident six 

years ago, when female navy 
recruits were made to run a 
gauntlet of lewd and drunken 
officers). This throws up hard cases and leaves 
the forces treading a very fine line between 
enforcing military discipline for (he general 
good and dictating personal morality for its 
own sake. 

An egregious example is that of Kelly Flinn, 
at 26 the only woman pilot of a BS2 bomber. 
After expensive training, which she completed 
as top of her class, she is now suspended from 
duty, awaiting court martial next month for 
adultery. The charge relates to an affair with 
a Chilian soccer coach who was in the process 
of divorcing his wife. Because her lover was 
married, the affair was regarded as a breach 
of military discipline. 

Until recently, it is said, the preferred alti- 
tude to affairs in the military was similar to the 
official attitude towards homosexuals: “Don’t 
ask. Don't (ell." That no longer seems to be 
true. The US armed forces now seem to have 
lurched to the opposite attitude of “Ask-alL Tfell 
all" which tries to enforce discipline by prob- 
ing the finer reaches of a soldier’s private life. 

It is easy to say that officers should be 
trained to take a common-sense approach and 
act only where military discipline ana the effec- 
tiveness of the fighting force is threatened. But 
that, however, poses a fundamental question 
which seems to have been overlooked in the 
rush to make the armed forces an “equal 
opportunities employer”: can the army be a 
modern profession without embodying a male 


by Suzanne 
Moore 


T oday may be a good day to 
talk about women and 
power, as more women enter 
Parliament than ever before. 
But the important political 
question that mast be addressed is 
where they stand on the Fluffy issue. 

The Huffy Manifesto, “the most sig- 
nificant new movement for women 
since Germaine Greer wrote 77i* 
Female Eunuch was launched last 
week in the Daily Mail by Chcrri 
Gilham. Already ' prominent Fluff- 
ragettes are rushing to sign themselves 
up. Tlie flufferati arc proud to come out 
as giggling, pouting and cooing ihelr 
way to emancipation. They must never 
contradict men or be aggressive. No 
shrieking is allowed. Eyelashes must be 
fluttered at all times, and the F-word, 
feminism, is strictly verbaten. 

Fluffy ladies know that real fluffiness 
is almost spiritual. It comes from the 
inside. You cannot fake iu though you 
may have to spend a fortune producing 
the femininity that is required to fool 
men that you arc not a threat to them 
in any way. 

I don't mind female impersonators, 
myself; after all, Pve spent years in drag, 
but I draw the line at being told to think 
kindly of men. I must confess, also, that 
the central thrust of (his movement - if 
thrust is not too virile a word - is one 
that I don't fully understand. The idea 
is apparently to put the “femininity bade 
in to feminism”, as though there has 
been some femininity defidt that now 
has to be made up for. 

Has feminism drained the nation's 
womanhood of its most precious attrib- 
utes - its lipstick, its hair spray, its essen- 
tial “velvctiness”? Surely not. If that 
were the case, we could no longer tell 
men and women apart, and then God 
knows how wc could continue to 
systematically discriminate against the 
fairer sex. 

That, of course, is the great fear 
abouL feminism; that a movement 
designed to stop discrimination on the 
grounds of sexual difference will in the 
end do away with sexual difference 
itself. Everyone will be just the same, 
and that would not be fun. 

Actually, the opposite is true -we are 
obsessed with sexual difference. Books 
are sold on the sole basis that they 
explain the difference between the 
sexes, or that they tell each gender bow 
to communicate with the other. We 
worry that girls are doing better than 
boys, that men have lost the traditional 
crutches of their identity, that women 
are becoming more violent. Yet we still 
carry on carrying on with each other, 
malting the best of a bad loL 
Many analysts, whether male or 
female, are in rough agreement about 
one thing. The problems we are faring 
are not to do with the fact that women 
are becoming like men, or even that 
they are not womanly enough. The 
problem is that men are too much like 


modern profession 
way of life? 



Cherrf Gatiam, founder of the Fluffy Cfub and former TV glamour girl 

They will pout their way to power. 
Feminism is the forbidden F-word 


men and must learn to be a little less 
so if any progress is to made. 

Still, enough of masculinity in crisis. 
We don’t want to upset the poor bug- 
gers. Instead, we must assume power 
without them even knowing, so that 
they don't feel a thing. 

As if the jFlirfly Manifesto wasn't 
enough, one can always be a Princessa. 
The Princessa , written by Harriet Rubin 
(published by Bloomsbury m May), is 


billed as “Macbiavclli for women”. 
Princessas know that it’s OK to ay in 
the office, flirt with policemen, react 
emotionally, and wear brightly coloured 
clothes, Princessas are slightly fluffy but 
the thing about a princessa is that she 
knows that it’s war out there. Conflict, 
which women are taught to avoid, is 
always a form of contact both requir- 
ing power and building power. Machia- 
velb’s advice to the Prmce didn’t, as I 


recall, involve fashion tips, but I sup- 
pose you can’t have everything. 

The Princessa is a glorified self-help 
book. It is full of old-fashioned advice 
which basically amounts to telling 
women to use their feminine wiles. 
After a lot of sub-Buddhist babble and 
a trawl through some tough cookies, 
from Joan of Arc to Jacqueline Onas- 
sis. it boDs down to thw; a princessa *s 
weapons are clothes, voice, hair, jew- 
ellery. posture, make-up and tears. 

Yes, that's right, tears are always use- 
ful If only Joan of Arc had some tear- 
proof mascara, things might have been 
very different. 

The trouble is. you sec. so many of 
us suffer from “power anorexia”. We 
deliberately starve ourselves of power 
when presumably we could be stuffing 
it down our throats. 

Rubin and her fellow fluffies neatly 
sidestep the question of what power 
might actually be, though Rubin help- 
fully informs us that men crave dis- 
empowerment. Hell, why bring the 
real world into this? Ail that deathly 
dull stuff about equal pay, equal 
representation, equal rights is 
not the way to go. We must not 
play by their rules, but make our 
own. This highly individualised 
notion of power - power as a 
personal and psychological 
attribute - ignores systems, struc- 
tures, institutions. It makes power 
something that a wily woman can 
achieve not by connecting with other 
women, but bv emphasising her sepa- 
rateness from them, a la Margaret 
Thatcher. 

It is true enough to say that feminism 
has a problem with power and has 
retreated from adequately addressing 
what it means. Marry women, having 
bought the idea that power means hav- 
ing what men have now, wonder if it is 
worth iL Is the double shift of work and 
domestic labour, which means a 14-hour 
day, any sort ofpower for anyone? The 
result is a flight into New Age 
mysticism, with its accent on female 
spiritual power and its lack of 
engagement with material culture. 

The third way, and the one currently 
officially sanctioned, are tired re-runs 
of female sexual power. Here the Spice 
Girls and Naomi Wolf come together in 
some multiple orgasmic universe where 
with enough zig-a-zig ahhing they can 
get in touch with their own inner sluts 
and make lots of dosh in the process. 

Female aggression is no threat to any- 
one if it is limited to sexual aggression 
and then marketed as titiflation. So it’s 
1997, and we have to choose between 
the fluffies, the princessas, the Spices 
• and self-obsessed shit redeemers. Men 
must be quaking in their boots at the 
veiy prospect of having to take their pick 
from this monstrous regiment. I'm sure. 

Perhaps I should cash in my chips and 
write a self-help book myself. I could 
call it Redefining Winning, A Handbook 
for Happy Shippers . Bom Losers might 
be a better title, but I wouldn't want to 
sound bitter and twisted, because let's 
face it, men just don’t find that sort of 
thing very attractive. 


How America bombed in Iraq 

Patrick Cockburn examines the disastrous track record of the man who would run the CIA 

W hen an intelligence agency has a sud- 
den fit of honesty, wrings its hands and 
publicly admits to doing wrong, outside 


W hen an intelligence agency has a sud- 
den fit of honesty, wrings its hands and 
publicly admits to doing wrong, outside 
observers usually count their fingers and check 
their wallets. Some did so last month when 
America’s Central Intelligence Agency admitted 
failure at a rare press conference at its bead- 
quarters in Langley,. Virginia. It smd it tod 
known about an Iraqi nerve gas depot in jwi, 
tot had still allowed the US army to blow it up, 
. possibly endangering American troops. 
P “This is the chapter that toys out some not- 
so-pretty news," said Robert Waljole. the ClAs 
exoert cm Gulf war disease. a ITl give- that 
apology - we should have given out that 

' "a almost excessive pmbi V 


1 


: • ' ’ 




S iatto will be conW in the posL 
Ttert is no sign that the committee, of which 
Ttoet was^ff director for four 
a£ to open other, more embarrassing chapter 

300 Iraqis died- 

■ mSlrMrafrtured the Kuril-* ca pffllof AlM 
wnen rj a was iust as surprised as it 

S1rM990 when Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi 
was in Kuwait. Within hours of the . 

leade . r ’ squads massacred 120 

attack, fray n ^ arirw l Iraqi National 

’ ? OA to overthrow Saddam^ 

had ^supported »me factions 
Tk® PA ^vSin,^ mough -without much 
= 0f ? e - Ii ^ andl995, the money 

^Baghdad 
y” t0 ” Stom S15m. Bnrrn the sum- 
teb became CIA direc- 
mer of 199V*o^i ^ ^p Ut y. American 

esteem fortto^g = Aldri ch Am es,oneof 

arrest as immediately an oppor- 

dam’s son-in-law, .ueo w 
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headquarters in the Kurdish city of Sulay- 
maniyah. He filmed hims elf because he wanted 
to charge his superior officer with underpaying 
him and betraying him to Iraqi intelligence. 

Abu Amoeh, wbo comes across as a deeply 
unpleasant and dangerous man, recounts how 
he has been reduced to buying “clocks from the 
souk and turn[ing] them into timers”. He com- 
plains that he was paid only $300 for causing an 
explosion in Baghdad which had cost him $600. 
He commends British-made time fuses. He 


Georgs J Ifefiet is set to become cSrecfor of the CM despite the deb&cte of its attempts 
to imtemiine Saddam, pictured (right) at his recant birthday celebrations AP 


he had escaped because he feared that Uday, 
Saddam’s eldest son, would kfll him. The core 
of the Iraqi regime. seemed to be fragmenting, 
and for the fist time in years the Iraqi leader 
looked vulnerable. 

The instrument chosen by the CIA to foment 
a coup in Baghdad tells a great deal about Amer- 
ican policy towards Iraq. 21 was the Iraqi 
National Accord (XNA), one of the most con- 
servative of the opposition organisations. Led by 
Dr lyad Mohammed Alawi, a physician from 
Baghdad who had fled to London in 1972, it 

mefnS^ ofSie nihng Ba’atf party. It wanted 
to replace Saddam with a tninmmm of disrup- 
tion. Brigadier Adrian Mohammed al-Nuri, one 
of the INA’s military leaders, resigned from the 
organisation last year, complaining of iis rejec- 
tion of radical change. He said: “I do not accept 
exchanging ‘one Saddam for another.” 

This was exactly what the CIA wanted to do. 
It is not exactly,, as ordinary Iraqis believe, that 


the US wants Saddam to stay in power. But it is 
determined that his foil should not benefit Iran, 
which supports Iraq’s Shia Muslims, a majority 
of the population. In 199L President George 
Bush allowed the Iraqi government to use heli- 
copter guns hips against Shia rebels. 

The CIA was already channelling money to 
tbe INA. And to show its long reach, the INA 

.in 199*L96/¥ihis was nouifficSt to do. “There 
are plenty of destitute Shia young men," says one 
Iraqi opposition leader. “They don’t have a life 
and they don’t have a future. It is easy to pay 
them to do something very dangerous like 
planting a bomb in Baghdad.” 

As many as 100 civilians may have been killed 
by the bombing campaign. At first, little was 
known about it. Iraq adminedihat 10 bombs had 
exploded in Baghdad, but gave no casualty fig- 
ures. But early in 1996, a strange video was smug- 
gled to Europe, made by the INA’s chief bomb- 
maker, Abu Amneh al-Kbadimi, in his 


officer- this was a purpose of making the video 
- to Dr lyad Alawi, the head of the INA. He says: 
“For the bombs we detonated in Baghdad, 

we arejiow owed about $5,000." 

Such sums were about to become chicken-feed 
for the INA. As a result of the defection of Lt 
Gen Hussein Kamel, King Hussein of Jordan 
turned against his old friends in Baghdad. He 
made contact with the Iraqi opposition. The CIA 
persuaded the King to allow the INA to set up 
a well-funded headquarters in Amman. They 
bought a radio station for $3m from Croatia, 
which they named al-Mustaqbal or “the Future” 
la January 1996, President Clinton agreed to pay 
$6m towards the INAs operations in Amman. 
Saudi Arabia and other Arab states paid a sim- 
ilar sum. 

It all ended in disaster six months later. 
Dr Alawi talked happily in Amman about his 
plans for a coup. But, as so often in the past, 
Saddam struck first There was a wave of arrests 
in Iraq as*he purged the army. As many as 80 
officers, alleged to be working with the INA 
were executed or died under torture. On 31 
August 1996, the Iraqi leader sent his tanks into 
Kurdistan to wrap up the CIA operation. 

This was one of the great disakers in the 50- 
year history of the agency. So far it hasattracted 
little attention in the US. and the full extent of 
the debacle has not emerged. 

The CIAis also protected by the demonic rep- 
utation of its adversary. Tb many Americans, an 
attempt to overthrow Saddam, even if a humil- 
iating flop, seems worthwhile. Some 300 Iraqis 
may nave been killed because of die CIAs failed 
operation, but the dead do not vote, and most 
dial obscurely in underground torture chambers 
or before Iraqi firing squads. 


HELP US STOP 
THIS NOW 


Day after day, this beer b dragged Into a Moody arena to face 
pairs of enws-hnod bull terriers. Ms teeth ham been ripped out 
and Ms daws Munted, so he to at the mercy of the dogs’ vicious 
teeth. The trainer won't let him be killed, but the bear doesn't 
know this. Over and over again, 1 he is fighting far ® e - 

Over 2,000 bear-baHin& take place each year fa Pakistan, 
despfte the tact that they ait now banned by law. 

Our Lfoearty canqja^n frees captive bears and returns than 
to a safe natural habitat, campaigns to enforce laws protecting 
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PH n help ns end tttfs h whart c ‘sport’. 


PLEASE HUP WSPA’S CAMPAIGN AGAMST BEAR BMTMG 

Return dfc empM wtti yoor *Ht to tin aUnuttlmt 


Indue my fagatlQn off 

[Mbmb Ut dnqus papUa la WSM * 9 Id jut cm® nst MaW Msk) 
CUrltjiGanl im* n ■ kAhIM) 


Ettbydala, 


Kxfey'siMa l 


• pHadbWMMtDry 


CAU 0990 214 214 NOW * 

TO MAKE AN MSTAHT DOMATKHi 

□ Pte^SendmsfibwWBfrrWWlta*. -n rtotiffm Th. 

Ptean sand tlwampBmPtwm and your dontwn . . 

to; WSf*. DefH AL286, Freepcs mM04. Nnlhampton, PTQtectioa ef tshlili 
tftaflM.Ybudon'lriBedtDUsea8UBiP.TWMKYOU. fapaeca Craw* ifcjaaw 























A 


Ul 


FRIDAS’ 2 MAY 1997 • THE INDEPENDENT 



Financial Journal 
of the Year 


Business news desk; tel 0171-293 2636 fax 0171-293 2098 
BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR: JEREMY WARNER 


Election-day nerves dampen 



Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


As the nation went to the polls 
there was fresh evidence of the 
strength of the economy yes- 
terday. The news helped shares 
dose at a record high, although 
trading was quiet and nervous 
thanks to caution about the out- 
come of the election. 

The monthly survey of pur- 
chasing managers in industry 
showed that fears of recovery 
being derailed by the strong 
pound are, so far, unfounded. 

The index of activity picked 
up in ApriL Output and home 
orders increased sharply be- 
cause of booming demand 
Export orders continued to in- 
crease, although at a slower 
pace t han th e previous month. 

The FTSE 100 index ended 


New figures push shares to record high but pound falls against mark 


9 points higher at 4,445. A 
bout of election-day nerves hit 
currency traders, however. 

The pound fell more than a 
pfennig to just over DM2.79 as 
the markets were swept by an 
after-lunch rumour of eat polling 
showing the Conservatives ahead 
in marginal constituencies. 

The resulting bout of jittere 
was explained as fear of a hung 
parliament and all the resulting 
uncertainties. A drop in the dol- 
lar also helped push the pound 
lower. But one analyst said, 
definitely off the record “We 
are all such Tories here that we 
just want to believe the Gov- 
ernment can snatch victory 
from the jaws of defeat." 

Another said: “People keep 


saying the market has dis- 
counted a Labour government. 
But if the Tories are wiped out, 
there will be a knee-jerk 
reaction." 

Most of the big securities 
houses in the City were open 
throughout the night to deal 
with business from overseas 
investors as the result of the 
general election unfolded. 
Deals transacted in the small 
hours will be disclosed this 
morning. 

Yesterday’s economic figures 
concentrated the minds of City 
economists on the possibility of 
a rise in interest rates shortly af- 
ter the election. David Owen at 
Kleinwort Benson said: “In a 
perfect world we would have tax 


increases to hold back con- 
sumer spending, but as it is, the 
markets are looking for an in- 
crease in interest rates.” 

The next meeting between the 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, Eddie George, and the in- 
coming chancellor is scheduled 
for 7 May, but some analysts 
speculated it could be post- 
poned after a Labour victory. 
But even if this did happen, and 
there was no indication that it 
would, the Bank of England's in- 
flation report is due to be pub- 
lished on 13 May and is still 
expected to call for an increase 
in the cost of borrowing. 

The purchasing managers 
survey showed that the pound's 
strength had not yet damaged 


the recovery in industry, with 
weakness on the export front 
offsetting overheating in the 
home market. 

Peter Thomson, director- 
general of the Chartered insti- 
tute of Purchasing and Supply, 
said: “This appears 10 he an al- 
most perfect scenario for the 
manufacturing economy." 
There was steady growth with- 
out inflationary pressure. 

‘The strong pound has stifled 
demand just enough to keep a 
lid on things,” be said. . 

The index of activity in man- 
ufacturing increased slightly to 
53.1 in ApriL with an increase 
in output and orders behind the 
improvement The output index 


well above the “break-even" 
level of 50. 

Growth in export orders 
slowed while growth in home or- 
ders more than compensated 
for it. The index for total orders 
was 553. dose to its average for 
the past few months. 

At the same time, the prices 
index was unchanged at 403. 
meaning that prices paid for 
materials have now been falling 
for IS months. “There are no 
inflationary pressures or 
capacity constraints,” Mr 
Thomson said. 

Other recent indicators have 
shown that the economy outside 
manufacturing is expanding at 
a far faster pace. In the first 

troir nuhnnol tn. 


come, the widest available mea- 
sure, grew by 1 per cent thanks 
mainly io booming service 
industries. 

Yesterday Halifax reported 
that house prices rose 03 per 
cent last moot# almost the 
same as the increase reported 
by Nationwide Building Society 
earlier in the week. It reported 
a dedine in the annual rate of 
house price inflation to 6.6 per 
cent from 72 per cent in March. 

Halifax said London was 
seeing the sharpest price rises. 
It described price increases 
elsewhere as “moderate". 

The split in the economy be- 
tween industry vulnerable to a 


consumer and semen sector has 
divided Gty experts. Simon 
Briscoe at N3dco Europe argued 
that an increase m base rates 
would hurt industry, and said 
the next chancellor should leave 
them unchanged. 

“Labour has a marvellous 
opportunity. They have a fol- 
lowing wind here in the Gty,” 
he said. Jonathan Lqynes at 
HSBC Markets said the econ- 
omy needed a post-election 
rale rise like ahofe in the head. 

But David Bloom at James 
Capel said yesterday’s suvey 
showed that sterling was not 
about to drag the economy into 
recession. 

“Doing nothing would be f 
terrible. In the real world, they * -J 
can’t raise taxes for political rea- 
sons so they must at least put 
up interesL rates,” he said. 


Killik joins queue 
to distance itself 
from Regan bid 


Tom Stevenson 
and Nigel Cope 


Killik & Co. the stockbroker, 
yesterday became the latest 
company embroiled in the Co- 
op affair to distance itself from 
Andrew Regan, Lanicn Trust 
and Galileo, the vehicle set up 
to launch his failed £1.2hn bid 
for the Co-operative Wholesale 
Society. 

In a statement, the Arm said 
it condemned ’‘the use of dis- 
honest tactics" and sincerely 
regretted its name had been 
associated “with any improper 
behaviour”. It had severed all 
links with Mr Regan. 

The attempt by Killik to dis- 
tance itself from Mr Regan, fol- 
lowing the collapse of his bid 
attempt and the launch of a Se- 
rious Fraud Office inquiry into 
dealings between the CWS and 
one of his former stock market 
vehicles, follows similar moves 
this week by Schraders. Ham- 
bros and Travers Smith Brailh- 
waite. the solicitors. HSBC 
James Capel also said it had re- 
signed this week as stockbroker 
to Lanica Trust. 

The moves coincide with the 
launch of an Exchange inquiry 
into possible insider dealing in 
the shares of Lanica Trust, 
which soared from 58p last Oc- 
tober to a peak of £2030 in Jan- 
uary before they were finally 
suspended at £1930 in March. 

The inquiry will focus on the 
extent to which investors were 
aware of Mr Regan's planned 
bid for the CWS at the lime they 
bought into the company. 

It is understood Lhai when 
Galileo was set up with a share 
capital of £9.6m. more than 


three times the net asset value 
of its 90 per cent-owning parent 
Lanica. investors were invited 
to subscribe for shares without 
knowing for what they were 
putting up seed capital. 

Admitting that it had bought 
shares on behalf of 200 in- 
vestors in early December 1996 
at around 200p a share, Killik 
said that at the time of the pur- 
chase nobody within the firm 
was aware that Lanica was 
planning a bid for the CWS. 
“The purchases made by the 
partners and staff folly complied 
with the SFA conduct of busi- 
ness rules,” the statement said. 

According to Killik, a further 
£2m was invested in Galileo, 
including £122,398 from part- 
ners and staff of the firm, 
although at the time of the in- 
vestment no attempt was made 
to discover for what purpose 
Galileo had been set up. It was 
only some weeks later, in Jan- 
uary- 1997, that Killik asked 
and" was told that Galileo had 
been set up for the purpose of 
bidding for the CWS. 

Killik concluded its state- 
ment by saying that “no one 
within the firm has seen any 
CWS confidential documents, 
nor were they aware that such 
documents were in circulation 
until this issue became public". 

Killik said it had been snoopy 
influenced in its decision to 
recommend investment in 
Lanica Trust and Galileo by the 
pedigree of Lanica 's advisers 
and other backers. This sort of 
“blind” investment, backing an 
entrepreneur who had made 
money for investors in the past, 
as Mr Regan had, was not 
unusual, a spokesman said. 


Separately, the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society announced 
that it had promoted Alan 
Prescott to the position of 
deputy chief executive. Mr 
Prescott played a key role in see- 
ing off Mr Regan's £12bn bid. 
Graham Melmoth, chief exec- 
utive of the CWS, said: “I want 
to pay special tribute to Alan 
Prescott for his work in recent 
weeks in leading the manage- 
ment team and advisers which 
so emphatically defeated the 
attempted bid by Galileo.” 

His promotion came as 
details emerged of the Coop 
movement’s proposals for new 
legislation that would protect its 
traditions and stimulate its 
growth. The legislation has 
been proposed by the UK Co- 
operative Council and is 
supported by the Co-op's 
political wing. 

The Co-operatives Act would 
propose the appointment of a 
co-operatives commissioner 
who would advise the govern- 
ment on co-op matters. The Act 
would make it easier for co-ops 
to raise capital and to use 
financial instruments available 
to quoted companies. 

Other proposals include a 
clarification of the share own- 
ership rales, which would state 
that co-op shares are always 
worth £1 and do not offer the 
prospect of capital growth. 

It would be an attempt not 
just to protect the movement 
from predators but to encour- 
age new co-ops to be formed, 
and to update the 1965 Indus- 
trial and Provident Society’s 
Act which was based on 19th 
Century legislation. 

Comment, page 25 



Co m mercial flair: Bffl Cockbum, chief executive of W H Smith, described Beverley Hodson (above) 
as having the right qualities and energy to drive our sates growth' Photograph: Philip Meech 


WH Smith aims 
fir recovery with 
female director 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


WH Smith appointed its first 
female executive director yes- 
terday when it named Beverley 
Hodson as managing director of 
the main WH Smith high street 
chain. 

Ms Hodson, 45, replaces 
Peter Bamford who left 
abruptly last month as part of 
the four-year plan by Bill Cock- 
burn. chief executive, to 
rejuvenate the struggling 
retailer's fortunes. 

Ms Hodson becomes the 
second woman on the WH 
Smith board- Marjorie Scardi- 
no, the new chief executive of 
the Pearson media group, is a 
non-executive director. 

Ms Hodson will join Smith's 
next month after 10 months at 
Sears where she was managing 
director of the Dolds and Cable 
& Co footwear chain*. Prior to 
that she spent 18 years at Boots, 
where she had been general 
manager of the Boots the 
Chemist leisure business and, 
more recently, head of the Chil- 
dren’s World group which was 
sold to Storehouse last year. 

Mr Cockbum said: “What we 
need at WH Smith retail is 
someone with very strong 
commercial flair to develop 
our buying and merchandising 
and to drive our sales growth. 
Beverley has considerable 
strength in those areas." He 
desenbed her as a “Duracell 
battery of energy”. 

However, the appointment 
failed to impress the City, where 
analysts described Ms Hodson 
as “a relatively unknown quan- 
tity”. John Richards of NalWest 
Securities said: “This is not the 
high-powered appointment that 
we had been led to expect. She 
is taking on what h arguably one 


of the most difficult jobs in 
retailing.” 

Other analysts said that, 
though Ms Hodson had enjoyed 
a successful career at Boots/she 
has never managed a chain the 
size of WH Smith. 

Mr Cockbum will re main as 
chairman of the high street 
chain. This prompted some, 
analysts to speculate that the 
position of managing director . . 
will be a lesser role as Mr* 1 
Cockbum continues ro oversee V 
the core chain. 

The company was keen to 
emphasise Ms Hodson's ca- 
reer at Boots, which has man- 
aged to fight successfully 
against competition from the 
supermarkets while WH Smith 
has stroggled- 

Robin Dickie, the operations 
director of WH Smith is also a 
former Boots executive. “We' re 
trying to benchmark ourselves 
against excellence.” Mr Cock- 
bum said. 

Ms Hodson will be chaired 
with trying to revitalise the 
Smith's format, driving the 
average customer purchase 
higher ’and improving the 
product range. The success of 
the core chain is seen as vital 
to the revival of WH Smith's 
profits which have been hit by 
weak sales and intense - 
competition. 

Ms Hodson was educated at 
Blackheath High School for 



Separately. Alan Giles is to 
become the WH Smith rep- 
resentative director on the 
Virgin Our Price joint venture 
board. He will remain manag- 
ing director of Waterstones. 

WH Smith shares closed 83p 
higher at 4663p. 

Comment, page 25 


Intel’s latest chip faces hot competition 


Roger Trapp 


A significant battle is set to 
break out in the computer 
industry next week when Intel, 
the world's largest chip-maker, 
launches its latest product. 

The much-anticipated Pen- 
tium H processor, which comes 
out on Tuesday, enables infor- 
mation to be deali with much 
faster than its predecessors. 
However, the rival man ufacturer 
AMD has already slipped its K6 
product, which is thought to be 
comparable with the Ffentium EL, 
on to the market and other 
products are expected shortly. 

Richard Baker, UK market- 
ing manager with AMD. said 
the company hoped that the en- 
couraging reception given to its 
product so far would enable it 


to strengthen its position in the 
market. 

The arrival of this kind of com- 
petition fc leading some industry 
observers to predict a challenge 
to Intel's hitherto dominant po- 
sition, which currently amounts 
to about 80 per cent of the per- 
sonal computer market. “For the 
first time, people have a choice," 
said one. 

Others are not sure that 
Intel's position will be seriously 
threatened. Roy Howitt, sales 
and alliances manager with 
Business Systems Group, a 
systems integrator specialising 
in serving the City, said the 
various chip makers were always 

leapfrogging each other with 
faster products. 

He pointed out that Intel’s 
strength came from its dose 


relationships with Microsoft 
and other software producers. 
“It's not just speed, it’s part- 
nership. It's the close coupling 
of the processor with the oper- 
ating system." 

Moreover, Intel says that the 
Pentium n is the first business 
processor to apply the Multi- 
media Extension, or MMX, 
technology launched by the 
company earlier this year. So 
far. this has primarily been 
used to operate computer 
games because it offers much 
better graphics. 

However, the increasing 
popularity of such, features as 
video-conferencing on office 
computers has created a huge 
demand for the product, said a 
spokeswoman. 

AMD, whose processor divi- 


sion is based in Austin, Texas, 
recently announced that Digital 
would be incorporating its chips 
in its products, while it is 
understood that Hewlett- 
Packard is planning to fit both 
AMD and Intel processors to 
the equipment it offers. 

Industry observers point out 
that others are continuing to 
stick with Intel, indicating that 
the California-based company 
is still felt to have the edge in 
a fiercely competitive industry. 

A sign of the significance of 
the latest development is the 
fact that Intel - which, accord- 
ing to the latest Fortune 500 
rankings, saw revenues rise 
more than 28 per cent last year 
to $20.8bn (£12.8bn) - is send- 
ing senior executives to the 
London launch. 


Computer manufacturers 
such as Hewlett-Packard and 
Gateway will be demonstrating 
products fitted with the chip, 
while BA will be revealing how 
the new processor has helped it 
create a three-dimensional 
computer model of Heathrow 
Airport's Terminal 5. 

Intel anticipates that com- 
puters fitted with the new chip 
will sell for less than £2,000. 
However, regardless of whether 
AMD gains the bigger share it 
is seeking, there will be a boost- 
for consumers who - unlike the 
corporates - are prepared to 
settle for second best. 

As always happens when a 
new product of this sort is 
launched, the immediately 
preceding technology becomes 
cheaper. 


Ireland lifts base rates 
to defend shaky punt 


Alan Murdoch 

Dublin 


Ireland's central bank yesterday 
reacted to two turbulent days for 
the punt on foreign exchange 
markets fcy lifting base rates by 
half of a percentage point. 

Heavy speculation against 
the punt saw it plunge seven 
pfennigs against the German 
mark on Wednesday. A 23p fall 
took the Irish currency to its 
lowest value against sterling 
for five years, slumping at one 
stage to 913p. 

Parallel pressure on domes- 
tic money markets prompted 
the bank to increase its base rate 


or short-term facility to 6.75 per 
cent with effect from this morn- 
ing. The move was expected 
after the bank on Wednesday 
stopped buying punts to shore 
up the currency’s value. 

The punt has been targeted 
by speculators in recent weeks 
because Ireland is among 
Europe’s strongest economic 
performers in qualif ying for 
the start of the European sin- 
gle currency in 1999. 

Ireland's “Celtic Tiger” re- 
vival has seen the currency 
strengthen in recent years. But 
many dealers believe the punt 
will join the single currency at 
a lower value against conti- 


nental currencies than its recent 
ERM level. 

Buoyed by a bullish medium- 
term economic forecast this 
week by Ireland's Economic and 

Social research Institute, Ruairi 
Quinn. Finance Minister, 
emphasised that the country was 
no longer tied to sterling. 

The institute's forecast, the 
most bopefol in decades, con- 
cluded that if current policies 
and voluntary pay restraint con- 
tinue, Ireland should' maintain 
GNP growth of 53 per cent 
until 2000, slowing to 5 per cent 
between 2000 and 2005- This 
will see Ireland pass the UK 
standard of living before 2005. 
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Shell cautious on oil 
prices after flat Q1 


* rv0u.isuy UC 


cautious picture on u- 
refining margins as it re 
a flat set of first -quartet 

figures, writes Michael Ha 
Current cost net inco: 
the period was £l34bn j 
£133bn last year while 
come showed a 19 pe 
drop from £1.7bn in ti 
quarter of 1996 to £1.4b 
shares fell Sp to 1072p 
warned that the steady fa 
prices since the start 
year was set 10 continue 
erbated by an excess c 
duction over demand. u 


prices may show further weak- 
ness. Re fining margins are also 
expected to remain under pres- 
sure," the company said. 

The group also pointed to the 

strength of sterling, which bad 
the effect of masking on un- 
derlying 7 per cent increase in 

earning in dollar terms. The av- 
erage oil price in the first guar- ■ 
ter was $21.2 a barrel - $2.60 a Cl;- 
^barrel higher than a year ago. - 4 

Shell’s exploration and pro* 
duction earnings for the quar- 
ter were the second highest on - 
record at £996m. - - 

Comment, pag* 
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Don’t expect the oil giants to opt for demerger 


l- Mrtieir very size makes 

it easier for them to 

* i®®ke big commercial 
, risks. If the project 
; goes wrong, investors 
will certainly suffer, but 
provided the company 
is efficiently run, it can 
be absorbed' 


T l? cre a ^' P^pose la or justification for, 
■J^fegrawd aloompanks-ihe industtygants 
™r combine exploration and production with 
peirol retailing and refining - w would con- 
shareholders alike be better 
zjySJy spliuing them into their constituent 
*^P-’hntSiingpo/tiadaffynovri about 
r? jjggestkTnwhich.a bh 13 k u passing comet, 
r nUS u° r lum U P unMnouncetffirem time to 
urne before disappearing again into the 
®**d<*v Right now ii is once more in fufi view, 
i nanks largely to Pierre J ungels, the new chief 
E®™*-* at Enterprise Ofl. Enieipriseisapurc 
company, so it shouldn't come as a sur- 
prise that Mr Jungels believes the integrated 
sinjcfun: has had its day. that they are going 
too* outperformed fry more focused pure rc- 
taOmg. refining and E&P companies. 

Mr Jungefe: believes not only that there is 
110 particular purpose lo the integrated slruc- 
ture, but that it can be positively harmful to 
me businesses (hat make it up. Just ask Shell 
winch at ns annual general meeting on 14 May 
faces a special resolution calling on the board 
to dean up its act on human rights and the 
environment. Single issue campaigning of this 
wrt, whether justified or not. easily spilk over 
nom the business it is aimed at — in this case 
Shell s> E&P activities in Nigeria - into the 
company's consumer-facing interests else- 
where. Before Nigeria there was the Brent 
apttr fisisoo. prompting a consumer boycott of 
Shell s petrol retailing business in Germany. 

Likewise. BP has had to work hard at pre- 
venting politically inspired complaints about 


its E&P activities in Columbia spilling over 
into iis retail businesses in the more developed 
world. In other words, what a company has 
to do to get the stuff out of the ground may 
Ik unacceptable to those who happily buy il 

Even the term "integrated oil company" has 
become a hit of a misnomer, for these com- 
panies have not been “integrated" in the 
accepted sense of the won! for many years 
now. The petrol being sold by Shell or BP is 
as likely lobe derived from Esso or Mobil as 
their own oil fields, and it might as easily have 
been refined by someone else again. Each 
business operates within its own market 
place, largely regardless of the company's 
other interests up or downstream of tr. The 
senior executive who has to deal with the prob- 
lems of his retail company is highly likely to 
find it a distraction from the possibly more 
important challenges facing his E&P or refin- 
ing interests. 

Moreover, the traditional defence of the 
integrated structure - that the up- and down- 
stream interests are largely counter-cyclical - 
was rather exploded during the last recession 
when all three activities, production, refining 
and retailing, got clobbered at the some time. 
The kwuil price failed to drive up consumer 
demand, as u had tended to in previous cycles. 

Most of the majors have made progress in 
differentiating the cost structures of i heir var- 
ious businesses in an appropriate manner, but 
the problem is still there. The highly paid E&P 
executive drags up rhe pay structure through- 
out the organisation, even in unskilled areas 


of the company where thc’tnaifee! dictates needed at WH Smith, an institution that stffl 
poorer rates of remuneration. Even the cost conjures up images of crusty paterna&m and 
of capital is often no better for a major than male -domination. Looked" at one way, any- 
a smaller, more focused E&P company, since thing she does has got to be an improvement 
investors are prepared to pay a premium for j nn Pmjrrt Fnlpn-n. rh<°> rwfindous wheeze the 


the pure exploration play. 

So much for the downside. There is, how- 
ever, one very significant advantage the big 
boys have. Their very size makes it much eas- 
ier for them to take big commercial risks. If 
the project goes wrong, investors will certainly 
suffer, but provided the company is efficiently 
run and managed, it can be absorbed. The 
imallerpbyer.wuhtheriskofwipeHxntocx^ 
skkr. is much more constrained and his 
opportunity is correspondingly limited. This t 

is the case in most businesses but it is panic- j the failure of theliam Strong yean. Kit it 


last but one management dreamt up to. 
restore the brand's fortunes. 

Bttf for now she is largely an unknown 
quantity and certainly not the big hitter the 
City had been expecting BiQ Cockbum to 
bring in to head up the group’s biggest and 
most important division. Until yesterday Ms 
Kodson was managing director of Share’ 
Doles and Cable & Go shoe chains, a post 
she had held for less than a year. That may 
not have been fame enoui • • *»- 


ulariy pronounced in oil and gas. So although 
logic must be on Mr Jungels' side, we are 
unlikely to see BP and Shell hurtling down the 
demerger route, much as fee -hungry invest- 
ment tankers would like them to. 

An unknown quantity 
at WH Smith 

A l fins! glance a refugee from the troubled 
xTlScois shoe retailing empire docs not look 
like the most obvious candidate to revitalise 
the almost equally troubled retail arm of WH 
Smith. That, however, is the task Beverley 
Hodson has been chosen to perform. 

She may have a great future ahead of her. 
She may " be just the breath of fresh air 


does suggest that Ms Hodson’s crede nti al s are 
untested. 

Before Sears she spent 18yeaiswhh Boots 
the Chemist, where she relaunched its line in 
suntan creams until being picked to run its 
chain of Children’s Wodd shops. That may 
prove to have been, wefl, child's play com- 
pared with running WH Smith's sprawling 
j chain of 400 high street outlets. Despite aU Mr 
' Cocfcbums best efforts Smith still suffers from 
the twin handicap of selling a thousand dif- 
ferent lines and yet finding it difficult to get 
customers to pan with much money once 
inside its shops. 

Jeremy Hanfie, the chairman of WH Smith, 
says Ms Hodson has just the right blend of 
experience, drills and determination needed 
to succeed. Before she gets into harness in 


June, it wouMp^ dividends to check out what 
the chairman said about her predecessor, 
Peter Bamford, before he was unceremoni- 
ously dumped last month. It might sound 
familiar. 

Ignorance was 
bliss at Killik 


pede to distance itself from Andrew Regan 
and his ill-fated bid to storm the Co-op would 
not have been out of place in the heady days 
of the South Sea Babble. 

Way back in the joint stock company’s 
infancy, it was standard practice to ask 
investors to puc up cash for as yet unplanned 
enterprises. Killik showed yesterday that little 
has changed at the more, shall we say, adven- 
turous end of tbe investment spectrein. % the 
firm’s own admission, Killik stumped up 
£2m, including more than £120,000 of per- 
sonal account money from fts partners and 
staff, to back Galileo, happily unaware that it 
was to be the takeover vehicle for one of the 
most audacious bid attempts in recent times. 
It saw no reason to ask anything so mundane 
as just what Galileo was for. 

Mr Regan must be touched by the faith so 
many "blind’’ investors placed in his entre- 
preneurial skills. Whether the Stock 
Exchange agrees that ignorance was bliss is 
another thing. 
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ING Barings acts 
to retain stake in 
Dillon Read 


David Usbome 

New York 


kT-T.. 




In a bid to retain a valuable win- 
dow on to TVafl Street, ING Bar- 
, ings is scrambling to hold on to 
f 0 a 25 percent stake that it holds 
in the investment bank Dillon 
Read and, if possible, to pur- 
chase the other 75 per cent 

ING’s foothold in Dillon 
Read, which has performed 
strongly recently as a mergers 
and acquisition boutique, dates 
back to ING’s reseueof Barings 
two years ago. Barings Holding 
Company, as it was before its 
coliapse, had bought 40 per cent 
■of Dillon Read in 1991. 

A struggle is now raging be- 
tween ING and Dillon Read 
over the 25 per cent still in 
ING’s hands. Dillon Read has 
the option to re-acquire that 
stake by the end of June and 
until recently appeared sec on 
doing so. Dillon Read's execu- 
tives hold the other 75 per cent. 

• ING confirmed from its Am- 
sterdam headquarters yesterday 
that it would prefer not to lose 
its interest and proceed instead 
to buying all ofthe bank. “If the 
conditions are right for both par- 


ties, it would be nice to have it 
ail" said a company spokesman. 

He indicated that talks were 
under way and should be com- 
pleted within the next fort- 
night, with the esue of price the 
biggest sticking point. Uncon- 
firmed reports nave suggested 
that to buy the balance of the 
privately held bank's stock, 
ING would have to find be- 
tween 5425m and 5450m 
(£262m-£277m). 

That Dillon Read would be 
an attractive catch for ING is ev- 
ident Like other merger and ac- 
quisition specialists on Wall 
Street, the bank has benefited 
handsomely from the recent 
rush of corporate combina- 
tions. After being briefly 
bruised in March, optimism 
that the mergers surge will con- 
tinue has returned with the 
new upwards momentum of 
the New York stock markets. 

There is still little evidence of 
enthusiasm on the part of Dil- 
lon Read for a full ING 
takeover. Rather, indications in 
New York point to some friction 
in the negotiations. 

“As you know, Dillon Read 
has been in discussion with 


ING regarding the exercise of 
Dillon Read’s option to ac- 
quire the 25 per cent that ING 
holds," Peter Rosenthal, a 
spokesman for the tank said 
yesterday. “In the course of 
those discussions, Dillon Read 
has been receiving constant 
proposals from ING in which 
ING appeals directly to Dillon 
Read not to exercise its option”. 

Only in February, the bank's 
management circulated a 
memo to staff indicating its in- 
tention to buy back the 25 per 
cent held by ING and to break 
links with the Dutch group, 

Among recent high-profile 
mergers in which Dillon Read 
actea as principal advisers was 
the $3bn stock-swap deal last 
December between the Long Is- 
land Lighting Company ofiNew 
York and another utility, the 
Brooklyn Union Gas Company. 

Dillon Read's success has 
reflected well on ING Baring’s 
corporate finance operation in 
London. ING Barings also has 
a securities business in New 
York, employing 1,200 and spe- 
cialising in global high-yield 
businesses, emerging markets 
and banking. 
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US data paints 'picture of strength 7 

The National Association of Purchasing Management in the US 
said its lead index last month fell from 55 to 54 J. The number 
was above forecasts of 53.6, but economists said the prices index, 
which fell to 49.6 from 50.9 in March, should put US credit markets 
in a buoyant mood before today's all-important April jobs data. 
Economists said the NAPM and prices data painted a picture of 
continued US economic strength devoid of any concrete evidence 
of inflation. “It’s kind of a microcosm of all the other data we got 
on the economy, strong real economic activity but still great price 
performance." <aid John Williams, chief economist at Bankers Trust. 

Fisher Price toy factory to dose 

A toy factorv is to close with the loss of 250 jobs, the victim of a 
decision bv tie US owner to cut one-tenth of its global workforce 
of 26,000. The closure of the Fisher Price and Spears Gapaes plant 
at Peterlee, County Durham, would result in production being 
switched to Italy where toy output was more in line with modem 
voun esters' demands and more cost-competitive, said a spokesman 
for the parent company, Mattel. The Peterlee factory specialised 
in making bigger toys which were considered less fashionable with 
children. A Mattel spokesman said: “The way the market fe gomg, 
retailers are looking for smaller, more compact fosj atti asel«> 
tronic games, which is the sort of operation Mattel has m Italy. 

Nomura can beat scandal, says president 


J uni chi Ujiie, new presid 
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_ident of Nomura Securities, claimed the 
scandal-tainted brokerage would be able to catch up with its for- 
EJ Satis in one lo two years and might even overtake them in 
SmSSita a speech to employees, he said he would change 
NnmimaiDto a company which always obeyed the lawand acted 
«S?SSSence aridpnde: “We need to do it now. This is our 
bechance Iwfll change Nomura with courage and conviction." 
Mr TJ^took control of Nomura -following a sweeping man- 
Se-up. after prosecutors and Japan’s securities 
Stag launchedan investigation of the brokerage forsuspected 
flfogzddeals linked to corporate racketeers. 

Currency movements hold back TON 
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Birmingham Midshires locks in investors 

* ? frskx* in all new investors was taken to dis- 

* town. ™ » cash in if the society decides to 

courage^specuJaiors n ^. The rnimmum to open 

convert to befofS . £11100 but more than 3,000 of the 100,000 
tav^hicMy been redneed to £100. the 
for retaining membership. 
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Barr to 
auction 
coach 
division 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor • 


owner 


Barr & Wallace Arnold Thist 
said yesterday it was inviting 
offers for its coach holidays di- 
vision, opening the door for the 
business’s manag ement to table 
a rival bid to a controversial 
offer from 
of rival Shearings 
Hambros, the merchant 
is conducting an auction for the 
division among interested par- 
ties, of whom there are thought 
to be at least 10. 

The proposed sale of the 
coach operation, which would 
leave Barr as a pure motor 
dealer, -has caused bitter 
acrimony in the company’s 
northern heartland, where the 
Wiliace Airraid name is seen as 
being as Yorkshire as its pud- 
ding. Angry employees nave 
taken out foil-page advertise- 
ments in local papers opposing 
the disposal and picketed board 
meetings in a campaign as 
bruising for the company as a 
Intter boardroom row two years 
agp between rival Indians of the 

Anhe heartache row is the 
belief thatif Shearing, a former 
division of Rank, acquires the 
operation, .up to 1,000 jobs 
could be at risk. The mood of 
the workforce is markedly dif- 
ferent from the atmosphere 
late last year when it looked 
likely that Barr would be buying 
Shearings from Rank and the 
at risk were those of the 
ncashire company. 

Richard Belt a company 
spokesman, refused to' com- 
ment yesterday on the value of 
the coach business but analysts 
believed it could be worth 
around £35m. 
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Moores matriarch quits 
Littlewoods board 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Lady Grarrtchester: Appointed to the board in 1977 


The most senior member of the 
Moores family, which controls 
the Littlewoods retail and foot- 
ball pools empire, has resigned 
as a director, leaving just one 
family member on the board. 

Lady Grantchester, the 72- 
year-old daughter of the com- 
pany’s founder. Sir John 
Moores, is to retire as a non- 
executive. The matriarch of the 
Moores dan, Lady Grantchester 
was a key figure in the family’s 
decision to reject a £Ibn take- 
over offer by former chief exec- 
utive Barry Dale in late 1995. 

A strong-willed woman, with 
a distinctive, Margaret Thatcher 
hairstyle, she has long been the 


family figurehead and has 
served on the Littlewoods board 
for 20 years. 

Her departure leaves James 
Suenson-lhylor as the only 
member of the Moores family 
on the board. He is one of Lady 
Grantchester’s sons and acts as 
a non-executive director with 
special responsibility for linking 
between the board and the 
family shareholders. 

Commenting on her decision 
die said: “Although I have de- 
rided to retire from the board 
of the Littlewoods Organisation. 
I will obviously retain a strong 
interest in the company as a 
shareholder and be available for 
consultation.'* 

Betty Grantchester was edu- 
cated at Cheltenham Ladies 


College and her father was 
reportedly delighted when she 
married Kenneth Suenson- 
Taylor, the second Baron 
Grantchester. She was ap- 
pointed to the board in 1977 
following the death of Nigel 
Moores in a car crash. Nigel the 
nephew of Sir John, had been 
earmarked as a potential future 
chairman. Lady Grantchester’s 
husband died last year. 

A company spokeswoman 
said Lady Grantchester had 
been pleased with the progress 
of Littlewoods under chief ex- 
ecutive James Ross. Hie has this 
week agreed to acquire the 
Freemans mail order business 
from Sears for £367 Jm. The 
company is also seeking buyers 
for its high street stores. 


New Savings Rates from the Bristol & West. 


Reflecting changes only to the accounts shown below. 
Effective 2nd May 1997 (unless otherwise stated)- 
t Effective 12th May 1997. 


ACCOUNT 


INSTANT ACCESS DEPOSIT 


90 DAY NOTICE ACCOUNT 
Interest paid annually. 


90 DAY NOTICE ACCOUNT 
Interest paid monthly 


TESSA PLUS DEPOSIT 


TESSA TWO DEPOSIT 
(Issues 1 & 3) . 


PREMIER SAVER 

An instant access account for Investors 
who limit their access over a 12 month 
period (No Withdrawals). 


U-6 Withdrawals) 


(More than 6 Withdrawals) 

(Rates also apply to Premier Save Bond 
Issue 4 - no longer available). 


PREMIER PLUS CAPITAL ISSUE 1 
Three months notice required for 
withdrawal (Rates also apply to 
Guaranteed Investment Account Issue 5 
and Guaranteed Investment Account 

Extra Issues l & 2)- 


AMOUNT 

INVESTED 

GROSS RATE 
OF INTEREST 
PA* 

(VARIABLE) 

NET PA* 1 

£100,000+ 

3.15% 

2.52% 

£50.000+ 

3.15% 

2.52% 

£25.000+ 

2.95% 

236* 

£10.000+ 

2.65% 

2.12% 

£5,000+ 

2.25% 

1.80% 

£2,000+ 

2^5% 

1.64% 

£1.000* 

1.90% 

1.52% 

£500+ 

1-80% 

2.44% 

£1+ 

040% 

0.16* 

£100,000* 

4.95* 

3.96% 

£50,000+ 

4.75% 

3.80% 

£25.000* 

4.40% 

3.52% 

£10.000* 

4.05% 

344% 

£5.000+ 

3.40% 

2.72% 

£2.500+ 

3.00% 

2.40% 

£500+ 

2.80% 

244% 

£100.000+ 

4.84% 

3.87% 

£50,000+ 

4.65% 

3.72% 

£25,000* 

4.31% 

3.45% 

£10.000+ 

3.98% 

3.18% 

£5.000+ 

3J5% 

2.68% 

£2,500+ 

2.96% 

2.37% 

£500+ 

2.76% 

241% 

£3000+ 

5.90% 


£500+ 

4.40% 


£1+ 

140% . 


£9.000+ 

6,10% 


£5.000+ 

540% 


£3.000+ 

5.80% 


£500+ 

4.00% 


£100.000*- 

4.15% 

3.32% 

£50,000+ 

4.15% 

3.32% 

£25,000+ 

3.95% 

3.16% 

£10,000+ 

3.65% 

2.92% 

£5.000+ 

345% 

2.60% 

£2,000+ 

3.05% 

2.44% 

£1,000+ 

2.90% 

232% 

£500* 

2.80% 

244% 

£100.000+ 

3.15% 

2.52% 

£50.000+ 

3.15% 

2.52% 

£25.000+ 

2.95% 

2.36% 

£10,000+ 

2.65% 

2.12% 

£5.000+ 

245% 

1-80% 

£24)00+ 

2.05% 

1.64% 

£1.000+ 

1.90% 

1-52% 

£500+ 

iM% 

2.44% 

£100.000+ 

2j45% 

1.96% 

£50.000+ 

2.45% 

1.96% 

£25,000+ 

230% 

1.84% 

£10,000+ 

2X0% 

1 . 60 % 

£5.000+ 

«S% 

1.32% 

£2.000* 

1.45% 

146% 

£1,000+ 

0.60% 

0-48% 

£500+ 

0.60% 

0-48% 

£100.000* 

435% 

3.96% 

£50,000+ 

4.75% 

3.80% 

£25.000+ 

4.40% 

3.52% 

£10,000+ 

4.05% 

344% 

£5,000+ 

3.40% 

2.72% 

£2.000+ 

3.00% . 

2.40% 

£500+ 

230% 

244% 


ACCOUNT 


AMOUNT 

INVESTED 


PREMIER PLUS MONTHLY INCOME 
ISSUE 1 

Three months notice required for 
withdrawaL and interest paid monthly. 


£100.000+ 

£50.000*- 
£25,000*- 
£10,000+ 

£5.000* 

£ 2 . 000 * 

£500+ 

£3000* 

£500+ 

£ 1 + 

£9.000+ 

£5.000* 

£3.000+ 

£500+ 

£ 1 + 

£3000+ 

£500+ 

£1+ 

£ 1 , 000 + 

£50,000+ 

£25.000+ 

£10,000+ 

£5.000+ 

£ 2 , 000 + 

£500+ 

£ 1 + 

£50.000+ 

£25.000+ 

£ 10 , 000 + 

£54)00+ 

£ 2 . 000 + 

£500+ 

El* 

(Rates also apply to Bonus Bond Select and Balanced Bond Select)- In addition, also 
applies to the following accounts which am no longer available: High 3o. HI life. 
Overseas 3 Month Capital Account. Overseas Prime Access account (t). Cheshunt Foreign 
90, Cheshunt Instant Access, Cheshunt Foreign Instant, Cheshunt Instant Gross, 
Cheshunt Charity Instant, Ex Aid to Thrift, Guaranteed Investment Account issues 1, 2. 3, 
4, 6. 7, 8, 9, 10. 11. 12. 13. 14, 15. 16. 17. 18 & 19. No 1 Capital (t). Triple Bonus (t). 
Bristol Phis, Moneylink. Snoopy, Guaranteed Equity Bond 3 Year issue l. Balanced 
Guaranteed Equity Bond 1 Tear Issue A, Guaranteed Equity Bond 5 Year Issues 1 & 2, 
Bonus Interest Bond Issue l. Capital Maker Bond, Premier Save Bond Issues 1, 2. 3. 4, 5 
a 6. Escalator Bond Issue 3 (3 years). Fixed for Six Bond Issues 1 ft 2. Bonus Return 
Bond Issues 1 & 2, Bonus Interest Bond Issues 2 a 3, Bonus Bond Issue 2, Secure 
Investment Account Issue 3, Premier Option Bond all Issues Fixed and Variable. 

SPECIAL MONTHLY INCOME 
(No longer available) Rates also apply to 
High 30 Monthly Income, Cheshunt instant 
Income, Better Option Bond Income Issue 
l. Overseas Monthly Income (T), No l 
Income (t), Triple Bonus Monthly Income 
(t). Premier Option Bond &U Issues 
(Monthly Income) Fixed and Variable. 

Escalator Bond Issue 3 (Monthly Income). 
aQ no longer available. 


BONUS TESSA 
(No longer available). 


PREMIER TESSA 
(FOLLOW UP) (Issues 1 a 2) 


TE5SA PLUS 


PREMIER RESERVE BOND 
FULLY PAID SHARE 

(Rales also apply to Cheshunt Investment 
Share, Cheshunt Clubs, Cheshunt Ex-Thrift 
and Cheshunt Subs. Share, all no longer 
available). 


SELECT 

(No longer available). 


GROSS RATE 
OF INTEREST 
PA* 

(VARIABLE) 

NET PA** 

444% 

3.87% 

4.65% 

3.72% 

4.31% 

3.45% 

3.98% . 

3.18% 

3.35% 

2.68% 

2.96% 

2.37% 

2.76% 

241% 

4.75% 


3.25% 


0.70% 


6.10% 


5.80% 


5.80% 


4.00% 


0.45% 


5.90% 


4.40% 


140% 


545% 

4.76% 

2.42% 

1.94% 

2.28% 

1.82% 

1.98% 

1.59% 

1.64% 

1.31% 

1.44% 

1.15% 

0.60% 

0.48% 

040% 

0.16% 

2.45% 

1.96% 

2.30% 

1.84% 

2.00% 

1.60% 

1.65% 

1.32% 

1-45% 

3.16% 

0.60% 

0.48% 

0.20% 

0.16% 


£50,000+ 

2-42% 

1.94% 

£25.000+ 

2.28% 

1.82% 

£10,000+ 

1.98% 

1.59% 

£5,000+ 

1.64% 

1.31% 

£2,000* 

1.44% 

1.15% 

£500* 

0.60% 

0*48% 

£1+ 

0.20% 

0.16% 


BRISTOL 
J; WEST 


BRISTOL & WEST BUILDING SOCIETY 
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Shell high-octane rating overdone 


J udged against Royal Dutch Shell's 
exceptional performance in the 
first quarter of 19%, its results for 
the first three months of this year were 
respectable enough. Current cost net 
income came in flat at £1 .54bn - bang 
in the middle of analysts' forecasts! 
What spooked the market, however, 
was Shells downbeat assessment of 
prospects for the rest of the year. 

Bearish commentators have been 
warning for some time that we should 
expect" a substantial weakening in 
crude prices and Shell has said noth- 
ing to contradict that impression. 
Prices have been falling steadily since 
the start of the year, registering an 
average of 521.60 for the quarter. 

The picture is one of a continuing 
decline in prices and pressure on re- 
filling margins against a background of 
rising output in” Opcc and non-Opec 
areas. This is likely to result in pro- 
duction outstripping demand, leading 
to rising inventories. 

Addin a strong pound, which held 
back current cosf earnings in the first 
quarter by 7 per cent, and ihe outlook 
is not all* that row for any of the big 
oil companies. 

Higher exploration and production 
earnings helped offset increased cor- 
porate” charges and a Tall in earnings 
from refining and marketing operations 
in the first quarter. 

Shell also managed a modest im- 
provement in chemicals in the first 
three months Kit this was only achieved 
through on-going cost reductions 
whereas margins weakened. The im- 
provement may stretch into the second 
quarter but thereafter much depends 
on Shells ability to recover the increase 
in cracker prices by raising the price of 
derivative products. 

With oil and gas production likely to 
keep growing ut around 7 per cent a 
year. Shell has the scope to complement 
this strong upstream growth with ratio- 
nalisation benefits elsewhere, notably 
chemicals. 

However, falling crude prices this 
year could bold back dollar income. 
Taken together with the strength of ster- 
ling and guilder weakness this could 
translate into a decline in earnings for 
the year in domestic currency terms. 

Shell’s growth prospects are no 
more than average for the sector - re- 
flected in the decline in first-quarter 
capital expenditure and exploration 
costs. 

Meanwhile Shell's return on capital 
employed, at II .8 per cent for the year 
to the end of March, continues to lag 
behind its peers. 

Taken as a whole. Shell remains on 
a high-octane rating. The boost to the 
share price that came with the news ear- 
lier this year of a stock split and capi- 
talisation issue has merely left it even 
more vulnerable to a re rating. Shell is 
overvalued relative to BP bv as much 
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as 25 per cent . making BP a better bei 
given its growth prospects and higher 
returns on capital. 

Assuming Shell group profits of 
£5.Jbn this year rising to £5.6bn in 1998. 
the shares, down 9p at 1.0Slp. are on 
a forward multiple of 19 times falling 
to 17.7. High enough. 

Barr’s cash pile 
could reach £35m 


B urr & Wallace Arnold Trust’s de- 
cision to placate its workforce by 
inviting offers for its coach hol- 
idavs division rather than simply sell- 
ing" it to rival Shearings really makes 
little difference as far as the remain- 
ing operations are concerned. Whether 
the business is sold to Shearings, its 
management or a third party, the corn- 
puny becomes a pure motor distribu- 
tor w ith a cash pile of maybe £35m to 
hand back to shareholders or invest in 
the rump ear activities. 

Whether Barr is right to dispose of 
the coach activities, and so give up a 
useful counter-balance to its cyclical car 
sales operations, is a moot point. The 
company argues that it is misunder- 


stood by the City because of its two di- 
verse activities, which has a grain of 
truth in iL but there are plenty of motor 
businesses with other interests - 
Cowie’s buses and Heniys' coach man- 
ufacture. for example - to sugge st that 
the problem is not insuperable. 

But the decision has been made, and 
the Office ofTair Trading seems happy 
to countenance the concentration of 
power represented by a merger of for- 
mer Rank division Shearings and the 
“Wally Buses”, so ail shareholders 
can hope for is a sensible price. 

Their attention will now turn to how 
Barr’s motor dealing operations will 
fare in a fast-changing and consoli- 
dating business. 

Arguably the current trend towards 
big multi pie-franchise dealerships acts 
in favour of the larger players such os 
Pendragon and Reg Vardy at the ex- 
pense of smaller operators such as Barr. 
But there is a plausible counter-argu- 
ment that the large manufacturers are 
unwilling to hand over too much pow- 
er to dealers with clout. leaving a use- 
ful niche for regional players. 

Barr's supporters point furthermore 
to its high margins, good management 
team and tight geographical concen- 
tration which allows it to dominate the 
markets where it is strong such as Ford 


| Shell: At a glance 
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its dealerships, analysts believe it will 
make a decent fist of iL 

Despite that, Barr’s shares, up S_5p 
to 258ip yesterday, trade on only 
about 10 times expected earnings for 
this year, a significant discount to the 
rest of the market. 

A dividend this year of IZ5p a share, 
implying a gross yield of 6 percent, pro- 
vides some degree of comfort. Good 
value. 


Etam dives deeper 
into the red 


E lam, the womenswear chain, 
plunged deeper into the red in 
the year to 25 January, as price 
discounting took its toll 'of static 
volumes. Turnover fell by 7 per cent to 
£187m while losses mushroomed to 
£5 37m, compared with a modest profit 
of £150,000 the year before. 

Etam's chairman, Stanley Lewis, 
claims the sales decline was con- 
centrated in the first half-year and 
steadied in the second half, while the 
proportion of sales at full prices has 
rebounded to over 80 per cent and 
justifies the merchandise and trading 
strategies of the group. 

Up to a point. Turnover in the first 
half was down 11 per cent on the 
previous first half. In the second half 
it was down only 2 per cent on the first 
half and 2.5 per cent down on the 
second half of the previous year. 

But the seasonal upturn in profits 
in the second half was much more 
muted this year, and at £390,000 was 
well down on the £4m in die previous 
year. 

Even after allowing for the £2_5m 
of strategic expenditure on the first 
phase of a brand relaunch and for 
spending on information technology 
in the latest second half, there is no 
evidence of a real recovery in Etam's 
profits. 

In the first 13 weeks of the current 
trading year, full-price sales were up 
6 per cent and like-for-Uke sales rose 
2 per cent, but the City' is not 
convinced. 

Etam’s sales should be improving 
faster given the recent kind weather, 
more costs are in the pipeline and 
analysts who felt the group could 
break even by the end of the current 
year are now forecasting losses of 
"around £2.5m. 

The shares fell 8.5p to 125p. their 
lowest level since the recession of 
1990, and the controlling shareholders, 
based in South Africa, show no obvi- 
ous signs of impatience. There is no 
obvious case to hold the shares, still less 
to buy. 



Wickes plans 
stores for 1998 



sPt. 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Wickes, the troubled Do-It- 
Yourself retailer which ^at- 
tempting to put last year's £50m 
accounting scandal behind it. is 
to stare a store-opening pro- 
gramme next year. 

They will be the first new 
Wickes stores to open since the 
company unearthed the 
accounting irregularities which 
forced a rescue rights issue, a 
boardroom dear-out and the 
sale of entire overseas oper- 
ations. 

Starting in I99S. Wickes will 
open between five and 10 new 
stores a year for the next five 
years. This will take the total 
portfolio from the current 123 
to a possible 173. No new 
branches are planned for the 
current year. 

Bfll Grimsey. chief executive, 
said the sale of the continental 


European operations, an- 
nounced on Wednesday, “com- 
pleted the final piece m the 
jigsaw”, enabling the company 
to start looking at extending its 
UK stores chain. 

Mr Grimsey was speaking at 
the Wickes annual meeting 
where he delivered an upbeat 
trading statement. He said that 
in the 17 weeks to 26 April same 
store sales were 14 per cent of 
the same period last year. Total 
sales were 20 per cent ahead, in- 
cluding the 13 new stores which 
opened in the first half. 

Mr Grirasev said Wickes had 
been helped by the firm housing 
market and the good recent 
spell of w eather. He would not 
comment on the group's mar- 
gins, though it is thought that 
ihese have been affected by the 
renegotiation of supplier con- 
tracts following ihe uncovering 
of the accounting scandal. 

Mr Grimsev said he had re- 


ceived, no contact from any 
parties regarding^ possible 
takeover. “We are not even 
thinking about fifat We are 
concentrating otL^elting on 

with the job of belftg good 
retailers." ■ 

The upbeat traditlg; state- 
ment pushed Wfcfee: shares 
115p higher to I785p. The 
buoyant mood also' boosted 
other DIY-refated stocks. 
Shares in Kingfisher: which 
owns the B&Q chain, and 
Boots, owner of Do It AD, were 
both sharply higher. Sainsbuxy. 
which controls the Homebase 
chain, also saw its shares rise. 

. On Wednesday Wickes sold 
its European operation in 
Holland. Belg^andFrance to 
the French DIY operator 
Bricorama. 

With the South African 
business already sold, the deal 
leaves Wickes as a UK-cmly DIY 
operator. 







Warning 

hammers 

Bernard 

Matthews 


Clifford German 


Investors in Bernard Matthews, 
ihe food company best known 
for its turkey products, were 
dealt a blow yesterday when 
Bernard Matthews, founder 
and chairman of the Norfolk- 
based group, issued a profits 
warning to shareholders at the 
annual'meeting. 

Shares in thecompany swiftly 
rumbled by 123p to 127p. wip- 
ing £15m off its stock market 
vnlue. 

The share price performance 
has been steady over the past 
year, rising from a low of 95p 
to a peak of I42p. 

Mr Matthews said that prof- 
its in the second quarter of the 
year would not compare favou- 
rably with the excellent figures 
a year ago. 

This time last year, the com- 
pany benefited from the BSE 
scare which caused a flight of 
beef consumers to other meal 
products. The company was 







Leaner times: Bernard Matthews is cautiously optimistic 


also able to push through price 
increases with little adverse im- 
pact on sales. 

However, the chairman at- 
tempted to temper yesterday’s 
warning with a hint of optimism 
on prospects. He said: “We be- 
lieve this to be u short-term sit- 
uation and remain cautiously 
optimistic for the year as a 


whole, as we continue the ex- 
pansion of our branded added- 
value business." 

Hardest hit by the share 
price fall yesterday was Mr 
Matthews himself and his 
family which still owns almost 
40 per cent of the company and 
was actively -buying more a 
month ago. 


BBC tops the 
poll at BAFTA 


BEST DRAMA SERIES 
EASTENDERS 

Corlnre HoIlingworUvJane Hams 8BC1 


X 


BEST DRAMA SERIAL 
OUR FRIENDS IN THE NORTH 

Charles PattinsoiVPedr James/Simon Cellan Jones/ 
Stuart UrbarVFteter Flannery BBC2 


X 


BEST FACTUAL SERIES 

THE HOUSE 

Michael Waldnw/v'AmJrew Bethel) 
Double Exposure BBC2 


X 


THE RICHARD D1MBLEBY AWARD 

ROBERT HUGHES 

Writer and presenter of AMERICAN VISIONS BBC2 


X 


BEST NEWS COVERAGE 

NEWSNIGHT: BSE COVERAGE 

Peter Horrocks BBC2 


X 


BEST ACTRESS 

GINA McKEE 

OUR FRIENDS IN THE NORTH BBC2 


X 


THE FLAHERTY DOCUMENTARY AWARD 
HORIZON: FERMAT'S LAST THEOREM 

John Lynch/Simon Singh BBC2 


X 


THE FOREIGN TELEVISION PROGRAMME 

MURDER ONE 

A Steven Bocbco production BBC2 


X 


BEST EDITING OF A FACTUAL PROGRAMME 

EDWARD ROBERTS AND EDITING TEAM 

7HESVS7EMBBCZ 


X 


THE ALAN CLARKE AWARD 
MICHAEL WEARING 
Head of Drama Senate, BBC Production 


X 



BEST COMEDY 

ONLY FOOLS AND HORSES 

Gareth GwenlaaTony Dow/John Sullivan BBCL 

X 


BEST LIGHT ENTERTAINMENT 

SHOOTING STARS 

Alan Marke/Mark Mytod B8C2 

X 


BEST TALK 

MRS MERTON CHRISTMAS SHOW 

Mark Gorto/VPati Marr/Caroline Aheme 

Granada Television fix BBC Manchester B8C1 

X 


THE SPECIAL AWARD 

CHARLES WHEELER 

BBC correspondent 

X 


n 

BEST SPORTS/EVENTS COVERAGE 

B8C1 EURO 96 COVERAGE 

Niall Sloane/Vtvien Kent BBC1 

X 


BEST COMEDY PERFORMANCE 

DAVID JASON 

ONLY FOOLS AND HORSES: CHRISTMAS SPECIAL BSd. 

X 


BEST CHILDRENS PROGRAMME/BEST SCHOOLS DRAMA 
SHAKESPEARE SHORTS: ROMEO AND JULIET 
Richard Langndge/Anne Brogan/Andrew Chater 

BBC Schools BBC2 

X 


BEST SHORT ANIMATED FILM 

THE OLD LADY AND THE PIGEONS 

Bernard La Joie/Didier Branner/Sylvian Chomet 

A Django Production for BBC Bristol BBC2 

X 


BEST MAKE UP/HAIR 

JEAN SPEAK 

THE TENANT OF WILD FELL HALL BBC1 

X 


LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

ANNA HOME 

Head of Children’s Programmes, BBC Production 

X 



THE DENNIS POTTER AWARD 

PETER FLANNERY 

Writer of OUR FRIENDS IN THE NORTH BBC2 


X 


Public appreciation of the BBC's unique range of television programmes 
was echoed by the professional votes of this year's BAFTA juries - in 
the British equivalent of the Oscars. BBC programme 
maters, performers and contributors won an unrivalled 
array of 22 awards. Congratulations to them all. 

ftu make it what it is. 



In Brief 


Hickson sells PharmaChem for £28.5m 

Hickson International is selling Hickson PharmaChem to 
Wimer-Lambert for£28_5m in cash, which will he used to reduce 
borrowings. David WHbraham, chief executive, said: “The sale 
of PharmaCbero represents another significant element of our 
asset disposal programme aimed at restructuring the group's port- 
folio of businesses and strengthening our balance sheet." 
PharmaChem, which contract manufactures fine chemicals for 
the pharmaceutical and healthcare markets, incurred operating 
losses before exceptionals of£4.Sm on turnover of £16. Ira in 1996. 

Utility Cable shares at all-time low 

Shares in Utility Cable fell 5 J25p to an all-time low of 12op after 
the specialist cable layer reported an 18 per cent drop in pre-tax 
profits from £2_2m to fl.Sm for the six months to February. The 
setback was attributed to “operational difficulties and exceptional 
losses in some completed contracts". It lost more than £lm on three 
contracts in Luton, Belfast and Birmingham, which it blamed on 
difficulties in getting labour. The Belfast contract was signed a week 
after the ERA ceasefire ended The company warned that full-year 
profits would be lower than expected and the dividend was at risk. 

Crest Packaging buys Rexam units 

Crest Packaging has acquired Rexam Cartons and Print South from 
Rexam for £3.8m, subject to adjustment for the value of net as- 
sets. Rexam Canons makes folding cartons for consumer goods 
markets. In 1996 it made a loss before interest of £900.000 on sales 
of £12.7ro. Crest said that despite the loss, “there has been a sig- 
nificant improvement in the trading results of Rexam Cartons in 
the first quarter of 1997. This will now be underpinned by savings 
in the purchase of raw materials, by the ability of management to 
switch production to another site as required and a reduced de- 
preciation charge. " Crest is providing £350.000 for integration costs. 

Gartland Whalley to float niche groupings 

Gartland Whalley and Barker is to set up a new division, Crossley 
House Ventures, which is to create niche groupings of companies 
through acquisitions. Once groupings of companies have been 
formed they will be floated on the Alternative Investment Market. 
Once the companies have been floated, Crossley House Ventures 
will continue to seek acquisitions to accelerate the growth of the 
grouping until it is of sufficient size to move to a full listing. 

Allied Conoids picks up chemical division 

Allied Colloids has conditionally agreed to buy Imdex Chemicals, 
a division of Australian-listed index , for around £6.7m. Iradcx 
Chemicals, which has sales of approximately A$9m (£4.4m), makes 
anionic, nonioruc and cationic polymers used primarily in mining 
and industrial processing includingwater treatment waste treat- 
ment and paper manufacturing. 

Blagden to expand with Komet cash 

Blagden Industries has sold Komet to Christian Dalloz of France 
for £2.4m plus settlement of inter-group and third party' debt of 
£700,000. Proceeds will be used to expand Blagden’s core busi- 
nesses. It said the value of Komefs net assets was £600,000 at the 
end of 1996, and Komet achieved pre-tax profits £600.000 last year. 
“The disposal of Komet is in line with Blagden's stated strategy 
for the protective equipment division and will make it possible 
for Blagden to concentrate on the core manufactured chemicals, 
chemical trading and packaging divisions," a spokesman said. 
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Andersen may 
struggle to keep 
its act together 

A consultancy spin-off has been 
rejected but the issue is unlikely to 
go away, writes Roger Trapp 


f.i 


The overwhelming decision by 
the more than 2.7 00 partners in 
the Andersen Worldwide Or- 
ganisation to keep the profes- 
sional services .firm together 
brings to an end we U over a year 
of management-distracting dis- 
cussions. But it is unlikely that this 
week's rejection -ty a 93 per cent 
vote - of a spinning-off of the 
highly successful consultancy 
practice will bury the issue en- 
tirely. 

In recent days, the Chicago- 
based firm has been ut pains to 
point out that the time-consum- 
ing meetings had enabled senior 
people, in the words of one in- 
sidCT. to "become much more 
knowledgeable about the busi- 
ness and mueh more under- 
standing about how they work". 
Entrenched positions along the 
lines of ‘bean-counters" lacking 
creativity while management 
consultants “just plough in" had 
been replaced by more measured 
views. 

And although it has been sug- 
gested that anv row?: had been 
"along the boundaries and the 
margins”, there have been widely 
expressed tensions over matters 
like the level of subsidy paid by 
Andersen Consulting to the 
main accounting and business 
services operation known as 
Arthur Andersen, and en- 
croachments on Andersen Con- 
sulting's perceived territory by its 
sister division’s developing con- 
sultancy operation. 

•4s the statement issued ves- 
lerday indicated, such issues wiJJ 
occupv the management team 
that will take over in August, fol- 
lowing the retirement of Larry 
Weinhacft as chief executive. 

Much has been made as the 
negotiating process has contin- 
ued of the irony of a firm of busi- 
ness advisers seemingly unable 
to make up its mind ovier its fu- 
ture direction. The Andersen 21 

group of senior partners charged 

with considering the matter even 
missed their original target date 
for drawing up a plan, with Jim 
Widia, UK managing partner, at- 
tributing the slip to the com- 


plexity of dealing with the first re- 
structuring at the firm since the 
split into two business units in 
1989. 

But at least Andersen has 
followed the traditional man- 
agement consultant's dictum 
that it is better to plan for the fu- 
ture when you arc doing well 
rather than wait until a crisis. 
Both sides of ibe business have 
seen strong growth in recent 
years - even when rivals were 
struggling during the recession of 
the early 1990s 

The combined organisation - 
which includes law firms world- 
wide - employs more than 
100.0n0 and is expected to net 
revenues of more than Sllbn 
( £6.8bn ) in the current year. rfc 

The accountancy firm has 
grown faster than ils BigSix rivals, 
moving up to second position in 
the UK rankings, partly due to the 
acquisition of the second-tier 
firm Binder HamTyit 

But the s p ectacular growth has 
been in the consulting arm. 
which - unlike most big six man- 
agement consulting firms - is 
more of an Information tech- 
nology systems provider than a 
general business adviser or even 
strategy house like McJGnsey &. 

Co or Bain. 

As a partnership, it & not re- 
quired to publish detailed fi- 
nancial information, but in 
March, the consulting practice, 
which cl aims that more than 
half of the Fortune- Global 500 
companies are clients, reported 
a 26 per cent rae in nel revenues, 
to $5-3bn_ The growing trend for 
outsourcing of IT operations 
has been an especially intponant 
driver of this rise in fees- 

The increasing popularity of 
outsourcing is ate) boosting the 
accounting business, though.*. 
Yesterday, the -UK firm a Re- 
nounced that the supennarket 
group Asda had awarded it one 
of the largest internal audit con- 
tracts in the UK. 

World-wide, this sort of 
business is worth about $200m. 
to the firm and employs 1,000 
professional staff. 
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Blue chips edge ahead in a wait-and-see session 


Taking Stock 


Blue chips managed -just -to the- way. It rose 18p to 432p. 

"it an election day peak, largely on the back of the 
Fooisic, after diUyingand dal- theory that Halifax wiD hum for 
tyrog, closed 9 points higher at a quarry when it comes to mar- 
^.445, a modest 0.7 above the ket next month. An insurance 
achieved a few days before add-on would make sense for 
John Major's call to the polls, a building socicty-cum-bank 
It was, however, a waifr and- which no doubt wants to add 

see session. And although the to ifs already considerable fi- the shares, believe they are The prospect of a bid battle 
stock market will obviously nanciaJ muscle. now a buy. for APV, the engineer which 

re ^ to the election results There was also evidence the Cookson, the industrial fell on hard Limes, lifted the 

today it is felt the real action institutional weighting problem group, fell 5p to 2115p, just shares 5p to 92p. On Tuesday 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of tbe year 


ropolitan and Guinness gave Lands, also in acquisition dis- CJThe signs are that the long, 
ground. missions, firmed to 2Ip. rumoured deal bong lined up 

Dragon Oil fdllp to 3p on Petra Diamonds had anoth- by printer Thomas Potts will 
profit taking and Affiance Re- erspflridfflg session. Floated at involve Anglo United, the 
sources, the once-troubled the equivalent of 30p the shares distressed group with exten- 
graup, returned to market at hit 53 - 5 p with an lip gain. The sive interests in the Falkland 
60p, down from the equivalent warrants performed even more Islands. One suggestion is 
of 80p. Now run by US oilman daringly. Handed out as a Potts is hoping to buy 
Jak Keenan Amance, with bonus, on a ration of one war- Coalite, tbe smokeless fuel 
Arab cash behind it, is thought rant for every five shares, they business which Anglo wants 
to have some mmgninj r deals gained I0p to Z7.5p. toselL Any deal Is likely to 


today it is felt the real action institutional weighting problem group, fell 5p to 211-5p, just shares 5p to 92p. On Tuesday in the pipeline. CeHtedb, the drugs group, involve a share pla c i ng . Anglo 

may not occur for some weeks, was still occupying fund man- above its year’s low. Share- it said it had received an ap- Tadpole Technology, the climbed. 25p to 590p as Ger- held at 225p with Potts, 

A uzilxiy selling its stake in sgers' minds. Besides the ar- holders meet today and there proach; yesterday came an an- hard-pressed computer group, man giant Bayer sard it where entrepreneur Nigel 

another utility attracted at- irval of Halifax they have to are fears they will be presented nounccmenl that another also staged a market oomdadc planned to market a Ceuiech may has a 22 per cent stake. 


tention. PowerGen, through 
UBS. offloaded nearly 16-5 
million shares in National Grid 
at 22fh>, raising £S6m. 

Grid shares firmed to 224.5p 
with PG up 6 Jp to 653J5p. 

Most other utilities were 


contend with other building so- with a gloomy trading state- 
riety conversions as well as the ment. Glyitwed International, 
demutualisation of Norwich the engineer, was another off 
Union. colour, down 7p to 254p, al- 

Reuters, down from 806p in though its shareholders' gath- 


posable suitor had appeared. 
Disappointing first-quarter 
figures lowered Shell 8p to 
l,082p and Cairn Energy’s 
link with Shell continued to 


the autumn to 576.5p last 
month, enjoyed a 25p gain to 


ignoring the expected 659-5p. TTie price has risen 


change in the regulatory 
climate and the signalled wind- 
fall tax. 

Financials were back in de- 
mand with the Legal & Gen- 
eral insurance group leading 


54 -5p in two days; the market 
is impressed by a New York 
presentation for the informa- 
tion group's 3,000 share trad- 
ing system, A number of 
analysts, hitherto negative on 


ering next week is expected to weaken enthusiasm with the 
be a bullish affair. shares falling a further 8p to 

An upbeat trading state- 548 jp. Tbe interim profits 
meat lifted Widtes lZ5p to setback hit Utility Cable 55p 
17fL5p but Bernard Matthews to 1125p 


following a rescue fwtatgft- treatment for septic shock, also un chan ged at 12p. 

The shares ended all5p, down Favourable circulars are also 

from 23 _5p. drifting around. Henry Cooke ODealings start today in 

Stentor, the Irish telephone Lamsdenseud the shares coaid TTG, an Irish comiaimica- 
company, gained a further hit 1,000 by the year end. tkras services providec It will 
10n to l67Jn after a deal Bnmdene, the caravans to be the first company to have 

l?l . ,, n * ... -J. _ -■ k.M ol Un Wrih > uuirf K'mt I 


fell li5p to 127p after warning 
that last year's BSE-inspired 
turkey sales would not be 
repeated. 


shares failing a further 8p to with a US group to provide a tights group, held at 36p. With a joint presence on AIM and 
548 jp. Tbe interim profits US/UK service. some of the conversion wind- its new Irish counterpart, the 

setback hit Utility Cable 55p Arion. the property com- foils likely to be spent on car- Developing Companies 
to 12.25p pany run by Jtm Slater's SOT swans there is a view the shares Market. The flotation, over- 

Spirit shares were sobered by Chnstopher, jumped l2Sp to could be oversold- One stock- subscribed at 156p, was han- 
weaker drink profits from 25.5p. Jt has surged 17-5p broker is looking for profits of died by stockbrokers 
Seagram, the Canadian giant, si ne** disclosing it was in re- £7«5tn this year, up from just Goodbody inDnbtin and 
Allied Domecq, Grand Met- 


US/UK service. 

Arion. the property com- 
pany run by Jim Slater's sot 
C hnstopher, jumped lZ5p to 
25.5p. Jt has surged l/-5p 
since disclosing it was in re- 
verse takeover talks. Ex- 


over £6nx 


Townsky in London. 
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Pirc’s attack on Shell is raising hackles in the City. Terry Macalister reports 


Boardroom 


policeman 


treads on toes 


For a change, it won’t be just (Erec- 
tors who fed themselves pitched 
against Pirc, the self-proclaimed po- 
liceman of corporate governance, at 
Shell's annual genera] meeting on 14 
May. The Association of British 
Insurers and its members have de- 
cided to come out in support of Royal 
Dutch/Shell in its fight against share- 
holders protesting about the com- 
pany's human nghls record and 
environmental practices. 

Pirc has backed a special resolu- 
tion calling on the board to clean up 
their act. But after listening to the 
arguments, the AIB has decided to 
give public backing to the board. 
Many in the boardroom and in the 
City will be privately hoping that the 
AIB's stance marks a turning of the 
tide against politically correct share- 
holder activism. 

“Some of what Pirc does is per- 
fectly reasonable,” said one pension 
fund’ manager. “But here they are 
turning from corporate governance 
to environmental issues and we 
can't go along with that.” 

Undaunted. Pension Investment 
Research Consultants (Pirc), is plan- 
ning to step up its activities in a move 
which will create a ripple of concern 
in boardrooms around the country. 
At present it restricts itself to the 


completely above board and trans- 
parent. He points out that it always 
sends details of its reports to affected 
companies so that they check their 
accuracy and comment on them 
ahead of publication. 

“We are not a shadowy or secretive 
organisation. We have 40 pension 
funds and eight fund managers as 
clients, many from the private 
sector,” he said. 

But Pirc's sometime abrasive tac- 
tics coupled with Mr MaeDougaU’s 
background with the National Union 
of Mineworkers and Hackney 
Council, fuel fears in some quarters 
that Pirc is politically motivated. 

“Rubbish,” said Mr MacDougaQ. 
pointing out that all his working life 
has been spent in pension or in- 
vestment fund management. Ms 
Simpson's past as an Oxfam work- 
er also pals her out of the frame as 
apolitical activist, except among the 
more paranoid boardrooms. 

Although Pirc’s profile has been 
raised by punch-ups with Shell over 
Nigeria, its staple diet is still pushing 
companies to abide by the Cadbury 
and Greenbury corporate gov- 
ernance codes. 

It offers individual reports on all 
350 FTSE companies, providing 
*■ *' tonheom- 



Good cause: Anne Simpson, a Pirc founder, once worked for Oxfam 


clients with details on all 


countiy's top 350 companies but 
ider and joint 


with a Greenpeace-like flair for 
public relations. It has nothing in its 
locker to match Greenpeace's direct 
action, but critical shareholder ques- 
tioning at annual meetings often start 
at Pirc's door. Its penchant for 


Alan MacDougali. fount 
managing director, says he aims 
eventually to cover the entire stock 
market for its list of 53 clients. 

The organisation, which has 
widened its attacks from executive 
pay to take on Shell's human rights 
record in Nigeria, has grown enor- 
mously since it was established by Mr 
MacDougali and Anne Simpson 
just over 10 years ago. From a desk 
and a telephone in Brixlon. it has be- 
come a private business with offices 
on the fringes of the City, a staff of 
22. and a turnover dose to £lm. 

It is accused by critics of being an 
unrepresentative and secretive body, 
but Mr MacDougali insists Pirc is 


4 You will not get us to comment about 
them on the record - Pirc has teeth 9 


ing agm resolutions analysed with 
reference to best business practice. 

Regular updates on corporate 
governance are provided through a 
research service and a monthly 
briefing bulletin. Pirc Intelligence. I 
n this field, it is competing against 
research material put out by organ- 
isations such as the National Asso- 
ciation of Pension Funds in the UK. 

Jts research has been coupled 


attacking high-profile corporations 
:rul stor 


make it a useful story source for 
newspapers. And it has good in- 
house media advice available from 
its non-executive chairman. John 
Pleader, who tsa leader writer on the 
Financial Tones. 

The group, which mainly repre- 
sents local authority and trade union 
pension funds, does not attend com- 
pany agms itself. But it trawls through 


shareholder documentation to 
provide active shareholders with 
verbal ammuni tion. 

Pirc and its hi g h profile tactics can 
raise strong emotions from those with 
whom it has tangled, but few exec- 
utives are willing to talk publicly. 
“You will not get us to comment 
about them on the record because 
Pirc has teeth. There might be no 
Brent Spar with Pirc, but it is cer- 
tainly a war of attrition," says one of 
Britain's largest corporations. 

Private views on Pirc are mixed. 
Some regard it as politically moti- 
vated and a self-serving irritant, 
while others believe it genuinely 


plays a vital role on corporate gov- 
ofE 


eraance. The Institute of Directors, 
not usually coy about commenting on 
difficult issues, would only say. “Pirc 
is not really influential (ike Hermes 
or one of those funds,” while the Con- 
federation of British Industry said 
flatly: “It fulfils a role." 


The kipper-tie maker who 
triumphed over 






John Talbot’s career mirrors the 
triumphs and tragedies of the 
British economy under the past 
18 years of Tory rule. In the early 
1980s Mr Talbot worked as a 
financial director in a Midlands 
factory which made kipper ties. 
Rsstaons changed and fe 
c om pany went into receivership. 

The receivers were so im- 
pressed by his grasp of finances, 
however, that they offered him a 
job. He accepted, and after a few 
career moves he popped up at 
Arthur Andersen, heading its in- 
solvency department just m time 
for the recession. 

In 1991 our man, a profoundly 
reticent professional, found him- 
self splashed afl over the front 
pages as the chief winder-upper 
of Robert Maxwell’s global busi- 
ness empire. He was responsible 
for co-ordinating a large team 
which bad to disentangle more 
than 200 companies world-wide 
and find out where the pension 


People & BusmUis 



A 




t 


money ended up. 

nasi 


With that ana similar tasks 
completed, our hero now leads a 
corporate finance department for 
Arthur Andersen. So successful 
has he been that a recent mergers 
and acquisitions league table put 
AA 14th in the UK. ahead of 
other corporate finance houses 
such as JP Morgan. All that and 
he's a demon at snooker as well. 

From kipper-tie maker to cor- 
porate undertaker to City deal 
maker in 18 years, Mr Talbot is a 
perfect emblem of the Tory era. 
Perhaps there’s a film in it? 


City deal maker John Talbot is a perfect emblem of the Tory era 


doesn't draw you lots of diagrams 
or thin gs like that.” 

Messrs Simpson and Hay Davi- 
son should have no trouble bond- 
ing: Mr Simpson is an organist, 
while there's nothing Mr Hay 
Davison prefers more than a spot 
of church bell ringing. They should 
make a lively, if natty. team. 


Germany’s biggest management 
consultancy has poached the UK 
managing director of rivals 
Arthur D Little to head up a big 
expansion drive in Britain. 

Roland Berger & Partner has 
appointed Tim Simpson, a youth- 
ful-looking 50-year-old. to lead 
the charge. He" will join UK chair- 
man Ian Hay Davison, a former 
boss of Uoyd's of London. 

While Berger has been growing 
like mad in Germany recently it 
has only begun to operate seri- 
ously in the UK in the past 
couple of years. 

Mr Simpson is described to me 
by someone who's met him as 
“quite nice realty - not like a 
management consultant at all. He 


Sam Simons, contracts manager 
at Taylor Woodrow, has been a 
busy bee. TayWood has just 
landed a £22m contract to suppty 
afl the concrete panelling for 
14.5km of tunnels in the new 
Copenhagen underground system. 

Mr Simons is proud of his con- 
crete, which has been used in the 
Heathrow Express Rail Link, 
Thames Water sewer refurbish- 
ments and London Electricity ca- 
ble tunnels. The secret, Mr 
Simons tells me, is the granite ag- 
gregate used in the concrete. It 
comes from Glen Sanda on the 
coast of west Scotland. So what- 
ever Labour does about Euro- 
pean integration, there will be a 
large chunk of Scotland nestling 
forever in the bosom of Copen- 
hagen. 


recapitulation aims to balance 
four human aspects - emotional, 
physical, mental and spiritual - to 
enhance relationships* strive prob- 
lems and integrate people and 
activities.” .. 

Heather Campbell and David 
Firth, specialists in human behav- 
iour, will present a paper on busi- 
ness recapitulation at a Working 
Potential conference at Regent’s 
College, London, on 15 May. 

Ms Campbell says: “My work 
combines psychology, ancient wis- 
dom. ritual, the creative arts and 
humour. Balancing all four hu- 
man aspects will help us with the 
multiplicity of problems we face 
in today's business environment/' 

Bliraev. At this rate Sting will 
be running GEC. 


Oh dear. Here comes another 
management fed: “Business 


Allied- Domecq, the Beefeater to 
Teacher’s group, has brought in 
Rupert Barclay from LEK Part- 
nership to be its new strategy 
guru. Mr Barclay, 40. did an MA 
tn Classics at St John’s College, 
Cambridge, and has an MBA too. 

Mr Barclay and Tony Hales, 
group chief executive, will work 
out how to put extra fizz into the 
booze and pubs business. 


i. 


John Willcock 


Foreign Exchange Rates 

Starling 


Country 


US 

Canada 

Germany 

Franca 

Italy 

Japan 

ECU 

Belgium 

Denmark 

Netherlands 

Ireland 

Norway 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Australia* 
Hong Kong 


Maui 
WW • 

Sawfi Arabia 

Sngapore 
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Forward rates quoted high to low are at a discount: subtract from spot rate 
Rate quoted low to high am at a premunr add to 3pm rare 

"Do Bar rates quoted as reciprocals. 

For the latest foreign exchange rates call 0891 123 3033. 

Calls cost 50p per minute. 
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Financial Times Information provides online infbnnation 
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documenCs, as well as a database of 3 J milliOQ securities 
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switches 

to France 


: jjadng 


JOHN COBB 

.We racecourse commentator ai 
• Newmarket will sleep a little 
more, easily tonight. Not onlv 
baw two runners defected from 

lar S est fields for the 
- 2,000 Guineas For many veais. 
t»it one of them, Yalaietanee, 
would have required verbal’ 
gymnastics of Olympic stan- 
dard for the commentaior to 
have mentioned him more than 
twice over the course of the 
Rowley Mile. 

Yalaietanee, along with the 
Clive Brittain-trained Fantastic 
FfeBow, row heads to France on 
Sunday week and the softer op- 
tion - in every sense - of the 
Poole d’Essai dcs Poulains 
(French Z000 Guineas). His ab- 
sence leaves Michael Siouie, his 
trainer, with two runners with 
which to pursue a third success 
in the first colts' Classic to- 
morrow. It remains a formida- 
ble team, with the big-race 
talking horse. Entrepreneur, 
lining np alongside his stable- 
mate, the Craven Stakes winner 
Desert Story. 

Stoute had consulted Yalai- 
etanee’s owner, Maktoum Al 
Maktoum, in whose colours 
Desert Story also runs, before 
deciding on which horses would 
attempt to supplement his 2.000 
victories with Shadeed (1985) 
and Doyoun (1988). 

Yesterday, the Sheikh's rac- 
ing manager, Joe Mercer, said: 
“Why jeopardise a horse like 
Yalaietanee on fast ground 
when he wfll be better with a bit 
more cut? The ground at New- 
market will be good, fast 
ground, but it will be fast 
ground. 

“It has been a scorching day 
today and any watering they 
have done today will have been 
absorbed, so Yalaietanee will go 
to France. Ray Cochrane will 
ride Desert Story on Saturday 
and we would like to get 
Frankie Dettori for Yalaitanee 
if he is available." 

Fantastic Fellow, winner of 


NEWMARKET 

2J1 5: Tttple Hay’s three runs Iasi 
season indicate he will be difficult 
to heal if Richard Hannon has him 
fit enough first lime up this cam- 
paign. Slight preference, however, 
is given to a rival near the bottom 
of the handicap BARITONE seems 
certain la appreciate this shorter 
distance after fading m the closing 
stages when runner-up in a mile 
event at Ripon a fortnight ago. 

CXJO 

235: MUSICAL DANCER has the 
best form credentials here. Ed 
Dunlop’s colt finished well when 
second to the useful Grape&hot on 
this track in October. The dilem- 
ma for punters is that form books 

have often proved outdated where 

Godolphin runners are concerned 
and EUItarra could well be supe- 
rior following a winter in Dubai. 

oca 

3Jfc .Busy Flight, Tone Allowed and 
ItaKpa certainty have the class to win 


How they bet on today's 
televised racing 


HYPERION’S 

msm 



this but might be vulnerable to a 
challenge from a rival with a recent 
run. Both Sacrament and Samraan 
can be Telied upon to improve 
markedly on their initial outing two 
weeks ago but are probably best 
over longer d istances. This 12 fur- 
longs, though, is probably KUTTA’s 
best trip His dose third in Lbc John 
Porter Stakes should have pot him 
spot cm for this. 

ecu 

iAX PURCHASING POWER bails 
from a stable in fine form and this 
coil’s chance off a light weight is en- 
hanced by talented apprentice 
Richard Mullen taking oft 51b. 


Newmarket- 3JO 




















■- i| j.i i 'll. 


Newmarket- 345 


ttaw 

C H L_ T 

nuainiaai* Pitorn 

13-2 61 61 74. 

PrettedM Pwer 

61 74, 7411-2 

MtoW 

B4 8-1 84 M 

haemrek 

84 B4 84 .7-1 

wurenaMto 

16? 7-1 8a_81 



R*BMl 

i 0 i m 6i u-l 

Fenft BownwJf 



i-m— 

181 14-1 184 14-1 

RdMAPitaee 

14-1 184 161 161 

StoteAft 

264 204 12-1 161 


eitaitoiMB 


ItererPMto 





&dHuya<faterteaiKtitaBSlZ3.4 

C- CHtH -Wbn 14 L-ladbRtm T-te 


poiNT-TO-POINT FIXTUR ES FOR MAY 


Saturday 3 

ALB«GH70N at WwteP JWR * „ 

SgSfflSSSR'BSt- 

course) 

QOUGAER 3i BonVston 
HarKAWAY club at rtwktestey Cfntxra 
AUDERMl^ a tMCWB 1 " 1 *® 
unoBURY HAKhERS m Oat" ™* 

Jgg^Sg^vENat Qlsbum 
Sunday 4 
FHRN1E at Dtngtey 

Mondays 


e°TiPf«ciBUgy q™ 

sSss%~?- 

BSSSSKm* ■— » 



RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 




MFWMARKCT 

MUSSg jUggj 
NEWTON A»(Q 
SfijOTED 



MMM5P 


WARWICKSHIRE (sveiingl a i 
WEST STRBEt/n C UHAM at MtBngton 
ZETLAND at Witten Cart® 

Saturday 10 

(SLS3ALE at EtoSfafWoM 

CUVSEmAND r-OXHOUNOS at Aipatrta 

EAST ANGLIAN BUQDHOUNMttMartoTey 

M»©«AO& WEST.SOMERSCT H HoWooto 

SURREY UNION wPepwHamw 

VALE Of AYLESBURY « lOngSttfl Bfeoot 

Sunday 11 - 
COTSWOLD VALE 81 Mateawom Pwk 
KJW & THAMES VALLEY atTararartiw* 

LLANO0LO at Erw Lon 

mbjdn hunt club a ewhoip* 

soom DEVON atottoo RtMoy 
Wednesday 34 
WESTON 4 BANWBi « Oottatettoe 

Saturday 17 

BORDER at CorteW** ‘ 

DUI.VERT0N WEST at Bratton Down 

GOLDEN VALLEY at 

VSTRAD & W FECHAN at POiW t nd 

Sunday 18 

8JCESTER & WHADD0N atMWRngton 
WHBfflAWatWottwti^^ . 

Satirday 24 ■ 

DUIVBTION EAST at MW >■ 
-TremGaR FARMS® * Bwaaleg 

Monday 26 

albkghTON WPWLANO at Chaddwtoy 
cortwtr 

SOimTETCOTTatlRna 

Saturday 31 

£XM 00 fl (H Bratton DowA 


France’s principal Guineas tri- 
al for colts, ihe Prisi pjcbck on 
his seasonal debut last month, 
bad been left in at Newmarket 
m case the field for the Classic 
cut up. 

But after consultation with 
Prince Ahmed Salman, mas- 
termind of the Thoroughbred 
Corporation, in whose colours 
Fantastic Fellow runs, Brittain 
has opted for Longchiimp. 
“John Reid will ride him. John 
has a loi of experience round 
there and will nde him in work 
on Saturday," Bril lain said. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Kaltarra 
(Newmarket Z35) 

NB: Kaiser Kache 
(Newmarket 2.05) 

Revoque, who lost his un- 
beaten record when second 10 
Yalaietanee in the Grcenham 
Slakes in their Classic prep, was 
the coil in demand with ihe 
bookmakers yesterday. The Pe- 
ter Chapple-Hyam-irained colt 
is now 7-2 favourite, from 4-1, 
with Coral after sustained sup- 
port. 

The firm also shortened en- 
queue Head's Pas De Reponsc 
for Sunday's 1,000 Guineas. 
The filly is now 4-1 joint second 
favourite with Godolphin's 
Moonlight Paradise. 

The market is. likely to be 
stirred again today when the Hist 
Godolphin runners of the sea- 
son take to the track at New- 
market. The benefits of the 
winter sunshine of Dubai will be 
put to the test by Haltarra, 
Lammiarra's half-brother, in 
the Newmarket Slakes, a Der- 
by trial, by Tulipa in the Jock- 
ey Club Slakes and by Zahir in 
the finale. Those who fancy 
Moonlight Paradise or, in the 
2,000, Shamikh should consid- 
er stepping into the ring now. 

2,000 Gofenn Cent: 7-2 Rewaue, 4-3 En- 
trepreneur, 9-2 Sharrekn. 7-1 Hidden Mead- 
ow. 9-1 Pima, 12- 1 Poteen. 14-1 aftan. 
IjOOO Guineas. Carat 10-3 Sleepyume. d-1 
Mocnlghi Paradise & Pas de Reponse. 9-1 
Roams of Verse. 1 P-l Yashmak. 12-1 Dance 
Parade. 14-1 others. 

Yesterday’s results, page 31 


NEWMARKET 


2j 05 Baritone (rib) 

235 Musical Dancer 
3i0 KUTTA (nap) 

345 Purchasing Power 


HYPERION 
4.15 Balalaika 
450 Kazfrange 
SJSOZaNr 


GOING: Grad (MierBigl- 

STALLS: -1 . 1 r. . wanthi sklr; a. 10- far ante, refBumlrr - centre 

DRAW AO VANTAGE: Now. 

■ RitJhJ-hWMl rouiM 1 with Im 2t draljdil. 

■(’flUXK- toSWuf lowonAlimi Are ft* Itrau NrwiiMrtctraftrayautkin (saw* tv lav 
Affl. KtnfC*n ADMH30N: HA 5 1 A (IH to £VyrawiU»5BV dranbiand & Paddock 

MO [ III to aa-yi*rt*fasr.t fllrer KdwStf CAS PARK! KonbentSJ. mrreiwfcr fire. 

■ LEADING TBAJNBB8 WITS RUNNERS: U Cecil —01 wtnnm Ann 2-17 runm-ra 

gmsHsBHvwi ratio and b praUioaM Iwlswbcnf *24.40; J Garden —41 

wttim-re. 2fl0 nmnrrn, 1 4 IM, -STTi.lT; ■ UaanuM — -10 wouum, 100 nmnm, H4. Wj. • 
S2Tffli fi: B flllla — 29 wltunn. 2M nmiWx i l.-ffc. -A HIIJM. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Pm B4d«y - IKJ wbwera, -197 rtdcM. 20 3H, -SBl.WiLDet- 
tori — 0« wlnwni, 182 rite. 1 1.11b, -SI7R. 1 4. WI Swinborn — 14 wtawre, 31 1 ndra, 
14. I<k. +S2.17; JBrid — 115 WlimiT*, MT, rtdm, tll.1%, -S 1RI12. 

BUNSESEU FIRST TOtB: Now. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Srmdlpicy (tl.-tfrV hn bc*B «M» i£T! nOm by B MRnu 
(nan KraUdieaR 1 . Unun. 


r^latgJ3MthbtAd4ntame^goi«<ttCTrjr A .Tcnoq» t Hvtt^»at^aiW«i«»nn 
no ittm. He lack of a nice < 1 163 nays sfoJo i« mawr no hk* Becaase Desert HatfWs SOD* wi 
mane a 0Md mn ms seasm but. sen m. m iluna fij a HAtUftftA, a fra ruaw ttf Be iMW" « 
to me GwAtfwi can. Sawd &r Srars crai^e. -rfn 6 a fjMrane- n MW3E3 and tRB- 
Irwner n 1995 Den* new Lanantara, w Fsnnsa fcrm tn tas a io®n or. its enaJacuin * 
last Soaetnoe: 44 rauwfKfl MAeaou;«eL Hatara m me mrar leang tetoaif^SamiKNt*- 
Uf)tyriao^ceiPiOTBraCTatlwatehexggwpet3rti4F«uaillo»MCli M 4BWgacw«>- 
0B«*so!ar.o*Tjirjle olitistraailaaOcsEer. 5teirw«CEnJiifctJ»M letMusWatf 17N»r 
KMltoigrMltiraisroiRanehairaKnicewviicaniunarEpdtSindtoBB.aSBi-tEMUPKQr- 
w at iastuy aa season, txtad rt need of fcrw anen a oaStaae irwu bawd f-artar lata S8k» 
owr a mie at ftjompufn mre# ^ or tw, leaaaararo and eon sul Uod- 

ol Dmkw, araer ri a Bettney nmdfin M fursnef-tta wa lme? W* «nn, neut&g a neck deter by 
imaa at LecatB am «n tong Graosn a fengn and a half too g»d m 3 Lsad pw N». «* a#a 
eeftmnwTghornEd Durfcq-^jart. MiiUmr HTH* 3 *** 


S»rt jBRt sawf DwenBW ana 
tosned naimO « IW^ W no Bans me toommg season _ ndutog a neck second m me Zetland Odd 
me steroid nttsad « aHan and. name ra W un tarn Is new wtte, tSd mbs b oase 
txm « wo md a ib# fcnshs a Nntu? n* Mda e®j. fti 5& ran temt3. i»w seWnn 

sfnuU sew M V* of MHqr m - mu finsnsd he fcngms hMI n tfrt art ha a 5b (W 

- Of l*tted», T iw «*P^ ^ MwHcl^na* many teqpiBHJ mate upon NewOjty nr- 
H4 Ctwi|a0K Prim hasn't MX! sm» M tafrjean*i mys lu l» fihowd s«ns of s wun d » 
beet Harm e last aeeH's Cay BWSUMlan a Epson -Ptt pair fcg 

ttmam m ns am. Hang tieat a^Wy aced. Net* Catalan's a* snnfd jeoges. 
kwank, owl in a ftnttfli mm on me u of fae tiwme aarts last rs*. maeshsitandcap 
^ aha^jMitinflffinihecgriyiionrg betting and can teat 

SattcttaEWnUN-REAUIY 


3301 


2J05 


LADBROKES AHWAL HEALTH TRUST HANDICAP 
(CLASS C) £12JOOO added 3YO 7f 


GRANGEWOOO JOCKEY CLUB STAKES (GROUP 3) 
(CLASS 4} £54000 added lm 4f 

1 6141-0 U»OfZ9)(CJCT04r5a«CMararajC0ra*n59O J 

2 13200 SWSMBff(13iniCnewievFViSU)USnwtc6812 

3 60111- auSYFU6»fZU9R29rNrSW(«U}^iBms489 

A 11121- CQSOCBI^WlWOr5»n^^edx,'OU3>^589 

5 01223 WUtt [IS 1*KiT¥Un Al&paurt R-VniaraifiS89 

6 M?4&- HOMS [U99 (BFJ 6*5 E H Vearji l Ctfran 489 

7 1X33- PBtmrWXCmtolCSnMOBBOtoiSZ 

B 41350 SUffiAMI (Ut») (13) (D) iUr H U J Dump 4 & 9 

9 11210- TUUPA(USAIC229(ll|1^MMSMnSarmr489 

10 32221- QME AUlOWGD pBQ (D| lUr iOancQ M Stxee 4 S b 

-lOdBdMd- 



DAHJA STAKES (LISTED) (CLASS A) £16^250 added lm If 
Penarty Value £1A007 

20254- B*tAUKA(l8Bm|H^Spw6SdllfflaCtftaM4 89 L Dated 5 

1254-2 KESS&>SlWtl3)0mSrUftaniStudakxd)CWd4 89 GIWBtUB 




3 432 00 DCFW£DFtAnm{lS)^Der»WJoenaniDriS!^iS9 J1 Robot! 4 

4 OO01D HBBHSflFBORAOWBa , W>ertCM)onai JBeaa 7 89 — . — mm 

5 fj2M MHRBfALtAIlY(I5&mfiiBBeeSnj(||lBB*ingd89 RCodnaa7 

a 34446- lSMBISn(174) WrlHSteat-ftamlj Duriop489. 

7 21660 WWKa^f47]l«KKf?aidil0fl(i^489^ 

-7i 


— ftt BMBCJ2 
OUvl 


,UM. 


mmes 


4120 DMEnHE (41) IV} M T^nr) NCMapanO 7 

3U06 SKHXUlU21}MJCSmdil IEUM£94 — — ... 

(SI- TWLE HUY (IBS) tlho Brooo®® PartnarJuH R Hanoi B 13 

13440 4WADOHE [14[ ll* U (Waifl! M Ovimn 8 11 

524- TM-Y4UN (U3) pF) (nstvw LMff StvD 0 Hh 8 8 j 

31623. GREEN JEWEL 044) (BF)lW1 E Bucknal) RHmonSB.. 

220 AUWWpOQiQncierPakEiubUStmatL 


J.MtodU94 


.MtB*toy9I07 

Rtk&MllG-t 

MMM7S0 


1»5? tBamK*raE£27JMl«-fY*rB»tbjJ«»k**»fl5_ 

43212 JUST HICK tXT) a* l> G CUVj VV ttjr S 4 


DmOIMIOBO 

I Add 4 S4 

-M KdrniM S IDS 


3S351 SUWO(|OE»nnBS)il*AaranAb}SWciotK63. 

33063 B/UBIOfCpfl darn SwiitttTJj Watt; B0- 


. O Marin 12 95 

ACtetasr 

— S DoOM4 3 S3 

DiqarmBffi 


300 'J> MWV DMW |1B) M Uui Aur) H Mry 7 II) — 

-Udactead- 

BOTWtt G-3 M pa did l, 110 Swai nii Qai*",HBa«Mnaa,JaMHhai. 13-a TWNatey. 7-1 Syaad- 
ban. 9-1 Kahwr Kacba. 10-1 Tri-Y-Uya, U-l Gram Jadal, M-l Uaetbaa, 3S-1 Ivory Dm, 
33-illaiad4rie 

1998: Ancpf tJwr« 3 8 0 J SBC ll! 9-1 (J ftmtel Octhi I5< U ran 
RMMflliDE 

TRIPLE hW Diode 4 owl hro luiy atwi Unomr. WB d 2-1 by no lea thvn 13 lenem a UnfJWd tas 
Tfe am a SoLnon hasi'i own out smee, W noura Kannoo hb peace (Ag con Iff eroi^i 
H: cun rrwu fc (--J fflu tandkas cdohotv n vzzcjM ore Ttvtt Hat s teuonata Graaa 

Jawol w, j ranwr a Nctttafln n OO qdh and ii^mrr^p in t»s tssMwo outr& SmnarOnaaa wasa 
40 J ffwt j; ire Davwi non but pH hwrebr a tengli and a naff bom Juat Mdk hi a tdd si 20 
Bn 'e -JijM ts- wt- K|pun flw pea anti just Wik 5 3® afcjffUfc. Speadbttl ara Dwatima woe 0»an 
fft- -fly-ntf ji «atrwi»ri 0^1 Uc.tr>r at Oontsto re*iecftw.^. or) tncff n*n*ng runs wra 
lenn Takr-Uyn ^ faurtn to RrUra Sg« M ffcBatffan at nvj end cl Oerter on me tea of three races 
utiMM'ft. nxnt'TC-timce AlykdiiHrrJ«al iwui-up ffithete tafl(4hcrtnreera»as3|i8iinfr 
•In .yrii riuffl urfll un Ihr^ hr: i.macjp OftM SttaOkK 1RBVE HAY 


BOmSE M ’Mpa, 5-1 Beiy Oga, Ratta, 6-1 taa MomO, 7-1 law, 8-1 Oitefc, I 
SaermaL U-l Sanaa, 25-1 tastes Pwm 

Use Rgadan 4 B 9 T Qum 1 G 11 1* fl C«; drawn i7j 9 ran 
F0MI6ORIE 

BUSY RIGHT & [qwerao n fp» tece ana can tom a wnwe ivappewKe. Sany n* t bf-Ywr-okl 

•w iwp arenffli to srengm aa bst. iHMtfcK m a ftiw mfcdet and evigaiDLsmiac- 

to«aiii im T«» Sokes at Doncsw m 5 * Goooirun SsMs «« csutsb «j Cstance. somnwe Key 
To My Head fair lengm Kota deal HBaae anr. BacyraMsy iwu aas 20 t and ms on a n 
Mini ottr 10? n » Aum ar >cvduy <1 Seramber. Rcfad Afrreocfi eanN «as fanBhi 
ctef cf tne M alien ficaen ms tran 9 wen c> SWion Ladder 41 1 * St Srnon Bares sn =* nme 
rack mOSDbw - Uom Nth - and ran CCTMtfVtoe nera OCan Far L> a r» in tre 22 V* No- 
ivnw Handrab. Kuna on anora cacur m a» Jam Pm on ns tscvnmt. frvswga ifasew 
inqDMi&ev^AJteardEfriln^dffX.amn6QxMsn)noei^ffitKi0^tefcuEuv.Sam- 
bmm ana SaarwB i four «*re m 1996 anc duo ji sw a ispr, were tan easy a tac* and fnsned «* 
Beaten m w Joltn Pyterout anuU 6rssn a'-itcaserUday Luso, »me:s~e Ear X Sefr herein 
une up 09 tern. «cm on a trt iiw» Xta ewa n luy amt Hji* Han* ani in 6e»ean. a Qu One 
m Goman He ottiTSA® la en»wi «S BeaensetmU S jkj«i . omeOuta *cu »«W sg> 
and wil he much one 3t row tafl an nrt. 9a to»i Ttaa W faaa d jd Mpa. mauK aao g> atf de- 
suetiv lakofoiwemiace Hne ABawBdxcredhxeLMtEfni.MUiestr reGn^TMaeAnCB 
RciaaJtcanOesfaffWJtnaiHJ'lKwuFftietinH.aftisTuiaasowirBSJietaMTOlUiiies- 
dale a Royal Asret tor AnSE rir: ^ yac xv sne nm rtjrtsara Gacayw. Caioie ssxm biff trues >n 
1995 wd bettered tfcafcyom "i 19» wenfcs m nauded de ttorturoeiwd Pare ard re Jockey 
Qua Cur - Pandn tench tw am a MB krgte ara, c»=j - * iw final sat. Par Emery tates aw tram 
uiSe Canon on Dad W»*?> sjeiMiie and rarsssw artumef and K ?ie cm and a mh) sanrade- 
quate tnp. Sdae M oa : BUSY fUCHI 


BCTTMB: IM ftdddta. 3-1 teuton of Bran, 7-1 MadMI lady, Itandm 12-1 BMnad SoWt, 

14-1 BafcH RM. Woodren 

UMsmconaponddeBCe 

FORM CUBE 

Hirtn Of ftna *01 ^ Nodwv Spmg nnaJy on mem irtno De anc ptert 

oat a tv ja*e/h MWWWe n*ng - Uedaval latr a lO-tagti sevenh of lSanaonft'ma^ra^ 
BettEr rl Thai bBw aug^ss bw Jamee BeiMi has the Shaoo Cfly as pod as ever at tne aga of seven 
and d« ahm* mdw a CnU bd to nske amends wtti John fed m the saddle but BA 1 ALAKA s ma ore- 
tentt. A SlIXOOQpn UMRBT to (be Mgi-daa Stageoan, Lusa CunonTL toy we uraacai ar no and 
naet a mw« debut at Keatfon bi 1396. She ran »n pud races aftanms udtwvwnng.IlRSA- 
M and aeout ■ tefb uB V* wn» m iuwg town txMnd Pkkh sue tea n NownSw on ner teal 
vpevanoa. BlaMod S|*t was on IQst When beaten few and a half lawns By Angel Fate n a nano- 
cap ai Ihnk. *4** d* * denad a deer ion. bm nry setaa*n sum ha* her measure at lewb. 

Sakcten: BALALWA 


4,50 


EQWTY FMANC1AL COLLBCTIONS MAHJEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) £6.000 added 3YD 7f Penalty Value £4^86 

20- AUHAS (237) {BP d* Hamdari AlUaWDun) W R Ham 8 11 TSpnfuB 

0 pQMBNtUQ AbsBBonA&MrRGCains] AStBsanS 11. 

5 JAM {M IMr Haavtsi N Uakoumt B Hanluy B 3 


5 KK2RMIGA(BSA)tlfi(SI>eldiMcfBaniallLCwnaniSll- 

• KHAWAFI (» Hanir Al WLfcomd E Qurfop 8 11 

MUPEnBadnM IM R Guea 8 U . 


-JB Robert* 7 

RHbl 

L Dettori 3 

KFMkm2 

JReidS 


405 SAHC OAHIUES (HI) P-ty {CameW Iter# PCosgwe 8 u_ 

0- SUGAR HUH 09B) MnWH Gffson Rernr^) RKnrnSU. 

0- ZCTfUSA) CIS3 (MrWiPtKteonl M Scfl 8 11 

-9dedared- 


-PMEddwy4 
MMbl 


1^45 


2-35 


KUWAIT GREEN RIDGE STABLES NEWMARKET 
STAKES (Listed) (CLASS A) £20000 added 3YO 
lm 2 f 

DESERT HORSEM (183) par K ABUBil J Gookn 8 B -TQelmBBS 

HA1TARRA (USA) 024) (Godolfm) S bn Siffocrfl 8 L Dettori 2 103 

MUSICAL DANCER (USA) ( 210 ) lUattcun N Mattunt) E DiMop B B K Mm 3 111 

RUHR. CRUSADE (1*7) (Q (Htftkx THKu&toti Rxmg W H 3 ^sSa.DPo 4 *er 4 S 9 


.JWBMirylSe 

J4BDbort*5ffl 


1 It- 

: 23 

3 12CW- 

i 1- 

5 5SO-3 SANDSTONE (21) (Mr Bcur 5 aWw J DutapBB . 

6 2 SPARTAN R0YM£n (Mr CTOLiiC Man 8 B.„ 

-Bdecteed- 

BE777NC: 7-4 Neoerra, 214 Ifcolcal DMoar, 7-2 Onert Harfua. 8-1 Aiyef Ouiadff, 13-2 Seal- 
ttoee, 14-1 Spartan Royato 

1998: Mt Low 3 8 8 L Dcnon 3 1 (S bn Siroori tkavn (3i 5 cn 

FORM CUBE 

Dwelt HortEoa, ntD mKjtd f*s vKsndad nsvpearance ffi as aae*^ ludOrSakesai Sandowi, Rvsnad 
more Ban ttree lenebs aan of Jairty Jack iSGGonl) aricn kwrtti of 12 to A&s here m OdoMf and snared 
Ow bene* ol mat octxfl ui alien ftimeiy axom«n£tor Jauvy Jack by ism a lenpb a Noaream low 


JIlNalO SO 

WJOQoenorBSZ 
S Seedeii 3 3' 


MBJCARS HANDICAP (CLASS D) £8000 added 
lm 2f Panatty VWue £6fi80 

40042 CtWMPAOKINteCE |9| -Uafron Facet Phare 4 130 C iMter (0 2 SI 

42160- VttPR (2J8) (D1 .Vf <*rr*F WrPm-JTA P Uf« S 10 0- MBkd>1571 

03110- BLURRED (JUO) SflfTraa^r S3^g&£r U T anjirt. 49 13 

503-00 S£REK»nTYflDll^WtSr?3r7tt5fiCi3L't*ran<911 

03002 VBIIIALPEAim(13}W(A^,Par*nfc«i JTc«er69I3 

40100 EDHN HEBHTS (13) (D) iUr I S Mona*; S Ow 5 9 10 

33)16- SHARP CONSUL 048) CD) {BR pan tRM BMCwn- ri CarC; 599- 
4310 BAY0FBtA«S[13)(D52»waair, Stull 0 U)rs 5 98 . 

25424 RAHEAP«NCElFRJiaa)«*0Kr3:T2f®JH0s49?. 

053- MVERMARR(184) (Sr teed Mb' J Farsa* 392 

6U0-3 ASffirMLIUQ n iMss Mend TiSnd) R Row 69 2 
310 ONBf1DYOU(USAI(U) BSF)(UaK3unAIU3imur)E DirUc390---0l 
00300- HARVEY uniE (172) (D) lHaMy Wtee Rmertftpi j Pears 5 S 7 _ C TM0 m (3) 11 89 

1600-5 FERN'S aO^RIOR (2IJ (D) iftm C-lnccnMS LMJ W l^aran j 8 ~ StertirlASS 

000-23 JEANnEHRE(lQ(MrPDBunou )Pesce4B3 AMeBtaaeRW 



KT1RIG: Ji4 AUIM. 4-lKetkMt*, 90 KbaoB, 13J Jata, 7-1 ftetoyn. U-l M**. Zbat, U- 
lathers 

1998: IB Mb 3 8 11 W Canon 114 £ Dunlopi draam (7) 14 an 
FORMS UK 

JAM stuped eefl fas uns in ahen a sn-tengm «tn of 19 beiwa ton Kat K3te aver today's tnp * Msw- 
hjy. 3en Hsebuty's tfiy can only po&e»wn the ooenence betwu hei ana a breed to open ner ac- 
aan. KadrenfR, Wkj e by Lear Fan out ot a Gaman 1000 Gwas earner, wB aHo oe tt» bener tar ner 
to nr. Mien a seren-and-a-halHBigm Mm taf 12i to oddson Rebecca Sharp at the Cwen meermgtiat 
Eo Dutp'i Kbaud, a hns fay. na debuonn amo can Agra uth Kieren Fallon n me sadde. 

SalactesJAFN 


5-20 


006-12 NROUSMC POWER (9) (BF) (Ur U Taoar) N CaUgtan 3 7 12 RMutenR9 33 

-Id declared - 

BETIWBc 7-1 PwdaadAi Poaar, IM CManRa Pdeea. 8-1 MMqr HBL hamateh. 9-1 Btanad. 


UrtaN HmMj; JJM ftnrtr Gnmer. Oiar 7b Uw, 12-1 SereodWy, iMRapM htaed^ Jeao Warm 
RMaa A Pteoa, Sharp Court, 204 Kmejr UMta^ 22-1 Edaa HaVbta, 25-1 Bb8r 
1998; Golden Tram 48 3 w Canon 9-2 tN CaAaflte] daan U2) 12 ran 


NEWMARKET CHALLENGE WHIP (CLASS G) 3YO 
lm 

1 - ZAHR (USA) W-HamdaiAl MaKKutuS Bn Suroor 90 LDetioril 

2 04- IHtHCAL (IRQ llonl Faaharen) Sr M Pescto 8 9 GDaKeld2 

- 2 dadand- 

BEmNB: 141 ZNNr, 94 Mythical 

1996e Mss ftavda 3 89 R* Bday 5-2 (P Wtfaynl doan (21 2 on 

FORM GUK 

HyOteM las eoanree cn hssde in mts matcl) but eoAd do no bemr tfon bum on the Lrg9dd foa- 
tra* at Norefrtw after finriw® doan tf» lefa w» las DHMMYaiMum. and ZAHHlocte me Barren- 
m. 24 b Raemon (urn uanaati ahaiMM bNashim te cfasdy reond m ANecrnard Ikdjealn. 
and couB be iBefuL SetodkacZAW 


MUSSELBURGH 

HYPERION 

2JL5 Nam para Bay 2.45 Serapa 3^0 Baby 
Jane 3*55 Theatre Of Dreams 4.25 LHtle 
Acorn 5 j 00 Grey Kingdom 


U 000 THE TIG (15 L Uoyd- James 3 B 7 — 

12 600 WKrS1MTMAN(21jSWtaanrG3a7 KDadayll 

13 00642 MURRAY GREYJia £»«]■>» 3 84 JQMnff 

14 540-3 MUSC BFRESS (UQ J L Eire 3 8 4 RFbeaebRU 

-14 


BEtTMft SI CNmnn. 84, Notltefa ML 13-2 Senpa. 7-1 Mtarajr Grey, 
SI Moaie EkpreK. 1»1 DfaMlaA Anohe GretB, 1S4 afbnm 


GOING: Gwid to Firm. 

STALLS i JRialRt U ciiursr - tbrntdr. round mun*- - uadde. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: |/w Tor Of; IllRh from 7 1 to lm 4f. 

■ Riftht-huul trral ruurw with ilRhi turns. 

■ Gmirei- to. fim E nf Bdlnbundi an AI . Bus bnk from EdinburRh 
xUlkm run. ADMISSION: nul<512; TuutnBUsiUi&Aftsnflun- 
cmploycil 53). ArcutoyanM under- J t*. frw. CAR PARK: Free. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Take Notice CL 18)5 Jtouri^ Green 
tinuredl (2.461- 

WINNEB OV TOE LAST SEVEN DATS: JROy dure (.1^01 A AD 
Oa( 4 Jir>irnwMIfanle(rjaaaMond«r,UtlleAeaEB( 4 ^&)A Grey 
Kingdom (5.00) iron u Cwftde on Frtdey. 

LONG-DISTANCB SUNNEXSc sew* rannm haw been rent :W0 
mflrs &rnn NrwaBitct, Suffolk. 


&20 


KRONENBOURG ±664 CLAMMG STAKES 
(CLASS F)£3JOO added 3m lm4f 
500-230 BAAIEIU (USA) (32) S WOaiE 9 3 K Daddy 1 


600-24 TYCOON TWA (22) WBatewne 88- 

553621 BABTIANEram RGuKIS 7 

- J doctored - 


.J» ftrew B)2 

-PBtooadWdS 


BETTM: 40 Baby Jbm, 94 Bareetb, 5a Tycoon Uaa 


nVr Mg-LER PILSNER CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3500 added 2*0 Sf 


342 IHElU1IE0FMEAM5(21)PDBans8l2 JFEtfanl 

434 CAn3UNBUSS(39N7ril>erSll LCteonkSB 

52 BUMBMOKpa JBtnyfi8 KDariey* 


2JL5 


MCEWANS 80t AMATEUR RTOERS HAND- 
ICAP (CLASS F) £3500 added Sf 


535 BtCHALONaRS) M ® 6 an 86 - 

-4ttodto«d- 


J) Mcmapi (7) 3 


050-336 TROPICAL BEACH (IS) lOJlJBeey 4 12 0—AbtLte««T 

403003 SHADOW JURY (181 (CD) DChafxnDn 7 llll — 

MbaRCtekBB 

300000 TAKE N0IEE(7) R Mdkda 4 11 ID — Mi* C MHaan 1 B 
0-65606 ANSWERS-TO-THOMAS (46) J MJHfeoson 4 11 4_ 


8ET71MC: 13-8 n toto no at r . 74UMatm0rDMM, 7-2teptato8te^ei 

ladudeiM 


4^5 


5 2D2330- REUVTEDOriZBmileaL Penan 4 1013. 


J0rWWaayon(S)6 


MCEIAMJfS 70/- HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£54-00 added lm 4f 

00050ft- MOWLAt(44S)DChaprwi6910 ^ACrAaoai 


600690 GAGAMil (IS) (D) P D Evans 4 1011 JbWHde 
000500 SOUTWM DOMNON (U3 08 Mte J O bw 4106- 


05-211 IRII£ ACORN (l)M SWkm39S(5e4 KDadqrZ 

50-3021 all ON (4) (D) J Hahenon 6 8 6 filed RnarebP)3 

fflOOOO- RECUISE (3UQ 08 W Kemp 6 7 10 ]Qten4B 

-4- 


S 400000 SUMKr IMS. TOO (18) (D) tte L ftsiatt 5 10 4 

tfci p Robaon 8 

9 0-56333 MPI5H (20) T BhQVRm 3 ID 0 MuAteayS 

10 6003 NAMPARA IKY (U) Q Brewy 3 9 10 MrKSaetoam2 

- 10 (factored - 

BETTMB: S-2Trepfeal Baacb,K-lteadew Jury. 7-1 Aaawat aT n-TliBiaaa. 
84 tertrta, Meb, Itefaare B« 10-1 Ha Notice. IM othaia 


IMnim aetfit 7a 10fa- I<w rendbep aatfC nartm 7U 6Rt 

BETTMB: area* UUe Aeora, 5-4 AS Oa, 8-1 Mondafe. S3-1 Racine 


BEAMISH RH> BOSH ALE HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) £3^00 added 7V 30yds 

00-0050 BWBTS RASCAL (14) E Alsnn 5 9 10 ACatoaoe4 


2AS\ 


250266 

410020 


MCEWANS LAGER LIMITED STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3^00 added lm 

NORTHERN FAN (8) (D> N TW*er 5 9 9_J)oaa McKean 4 

RIMMHB GROK (22) (D) OMofiai 6 9 9- 


Jtonaa lAoBMt (3) 34 V 

5 

DmnnNIUSA)lU)lJ0TMa596 : IFcrtewS 


42350-6 UUBHlA(U)UiJftam8lai499- 

340Q33 imrSDSD(9)(I9CVW498 

010600 SHOKUME (7) (D) M Jotvren 4 9 8 — 
000000 BORMHE (14) J Hethencri49& 

00323 CAPIAW CARPARK (9) J L Ejie 3 9 7 _ 
0465R0 TRUEEHUADfUR J(faleMr595 


JMa*l 

JICteMal 


503113 6REY KH6D0H (4) (D BF) U Bffttan 694 (6H. 


30QTO4 cmow(20)(qEAbni99& 

003043 

000000 EKR6YAWf(Z77)UD0dl4 96. 
130060 
010960 
300000 
001540- 


JMeObaont 


GEWH1IB PKSStr (37) P) J ft%«49 6 D Wright 2 

LADY SAX (7) MK J Ctne 6 9 6 . 


9 045030 1BM0H (96)10 USB l faiaK 4 9 1 

10 03&000 DET (?) (CO) Mas LfWiaru 8 Iff — 

11 400400 TDLEM (8) J J Owed 4 8 2, 



I HcAiAay (7) 8 


10 600*02 


4NLLCWRS UNO Chapman 49 6 NCoeacrtnalO 

MISK WES (213) B MWBg»m 4 9 3 -P Hcbarta (5) 12 
(13) lute L Shits 4 9 3-— IFEdaiB 


12 4006-53 S8XMD8AHnr(3a)JGoUc6710. 

- 12 tectatad- 

BEITW8: S-lfirey Ktoefon, 4-1 tort Dead, 9-2 IBfaate, ~-l Cantata 
Caqwrta, 8-1 SkrednlM, 10-1 RyaMric Rxcai, Teraon, 18-1 otters 


-XJonaa 


HYPERION 

5.45 Fly To The End 63S Pats Cross R45 
The Whole Hog 7JL5 Aly Daley 7.45 Flyaway 
Blues 815 Raise A Dollar 


2 13S03P GBIHAN UES80 (28) D Ian*) 7 11B. 

3 5601A EVBWG RUSH P2) JVfede 11116 

4 00515 HSS COLETTE (2S) (CD) Mis D Dunson 9 11 3— M tatcr 

5 -P006P WU. THYME (13) P Beourtrt 5 ID 3 
-5daetand- 


BEnvttt 10-11 Ite VAeto Hoc, 1X4 Gannn lednd, SI I 
01 C waatag Baefr 


iCoietts, 


GOING: Good to Finn (Finn In pbetee). 

■ Left-hand, imdubung muse. Bnrvoi cn drop couisr oT 50Qpds. 

■ C-omae is ImSE of urern nr jtmr of A680 and 0177 . Stockton 
statkm (9m). ADMISSION: Paddock £8 (OAFS Ml: Coarse £3 
(women free). CAR PARK: Paddock S3, others free. 

VHORED ITRSTTIXB: Jcnfenei (U{% WUtcgNcsialaeen (S. IF). 
WINNERS IN THB LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: The Whole Hog (6.46) baa been 
rert 367 miles by K BaJky from Upper Lamlwuni JBesladdre. 


7.15 


SAB 


LCL PIS JOHN WIDE SELLING FfCAP 
HURDLE (CLASS G} £2,375 2m 5f 110yds 

680555 COOL LUKE (F9) F Mupriy 8 12 0 NHom«**(7) 

305431 flARR)NIB6HlS02iUalifAMley5ll7 PMmm 

14352- »G0FWEHQRSEFlfl)iqWSBC)f6lXUIMoftteiR 

1400F FTERY SUN (20) (QRBwr 12109 NSadU 

501000 HIT TO IHE BO (USA) (137) (QJJ Own 7 10 8 — LWyar 

0O3-5O aw (PUOCTJ Rate 7 10 B _A fronton 

054040 SHANDmeMMnoe510 7 M 

051060 BARNSnHBSI(7)EBkU11106- 
544563 FUmDCK (388) H Aieonto 7 ID 4_ 

43006P MLUaMN(3flFMamffJ 9 103- 


FEDERATION BREWERY HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5^00 added 2m 5f 

1 211123 WEAVER GEORGE (13) (O W Storey 7 120 M H**ey 

2 543120 CROSS CANNON (6) (C^JVfadaUU 13 B Storey 

3 -16121 BHGHIER SHADE (3R) Ms M nevNey711U PMm 

4 253524 ALYOAtET(2S)<CD)lHJDfnun9113 ASStnlh 

5 64FP12 TWTOASrapa)|WBF)M*8M»«pniDli2 

ECa 8 adare( 3 ) 

6 IW0- WAITY0UTieiE(340)|C0]HAieanlwl21O7 

HrSSMrn 

7 0PS320 BMZMRDAMl(34(QJHiAAMtkl01DG TRaed 

B 2P5230 ROa IMG (9){C)UBaina 7100 AtRkrfi) 

-8 declared' 

ASnffnurn ne&t: IOsl True hanttoap ee^ff: A°4jef Wng 9a UJb. 

BQT1N8: 5-2 Weaver Gocrge, 7-2 My Delay, Bd0Nar Shade, 6-1 Cress 
Own. 18-2 The tauter. 16-1 BbatoftDam, 20-1 otern 


J) Fader B 

I Raltso 

-B Storey 


7.45 


0406G RBnurSOCEIY cuea) W Storey ll 101 — MMataacy 

oooo qmrscoo6amuasuiia8to4ioo_Assn4ih 

4-6FDU SHARP TO 0BUEE (19) RWtater 10100 OPHre 

HOP R0S0ND PBt ) Hbde 8 10 D. SUgiDT® 


'Udedau- 

Mnlrun «W4: lost Oua landcqp K#as Queork CbunsN fla 9fa, Step 
To Obt& Stt Tfa. Jtetoo 9sr 3fe 

BEntMc 7-2 Barioo Hearts, 91. Coot Ltooi, 1141 Hoc Of Ihe Hocse, B- 
1 Rylb The Bid, Shaaad, SI IWtadv Quaab'a CauuaL 18-1 otbere 


BUCHANAN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3JOOO added 2m Sf 110yds 
642122 HXAWW BILESfflflJBF) Its M Rerelq- 5 11 7_J> Mma 
1-0100 NORTHERN SDUt (13) [O) J Prkertng6 11 7 


363 BM(RQ|45)TTato5110. 
-24600 HOWE MAN (2(9 77tircr 5110- 


sJWHmab(7} 
— R McCarthy (7) 


SWOP S010NC CHARAOER (2Q DlBmb 11 11 0. 
000 WOCOHOUSE LANE (42) N ChanosOto 5 11 0- 


(7) 


6JL5 


FEDERATION CONDITIONALS NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS ^ £3J»0 added 2m If 


27-F62 CMCH1IiEPMBM((20iRBar81OB. 
0 IADV5MFT(18qKKQS610 9 

-8 dedarod- 


_M Raster 


0UQ212 DIAMOND BEACH M(8F)GM Mom 4 11 2 -E( 

3232 RQEHA1XHAR (F22) 9 Blltn 5 11 0 C MeCwmedi (5) 

USUL0 Pnsca0SSU9)JHefliensn8110 UNeaAsn 

SP6-60 SALRaD KING (199) M Bemre 5 11 0 STbyfar 

OOP WEAFONSm&KSIT-UBeilO H McCarthy p) 

2EM2 COUNTRY 0RCMO [52J Ms M RatoeyC 109 RLee 

00-3(5 JMXMCETtlS) (BF)CFadua7109 — NHomcfcS(3)V 

RJ JUSrwn8HE(a)l«sUliM9nS10a needy 

500 BUDDUBA(SflJTuner4 10 4 B Buns (5) 

-9i 


ffiITKfcS-1 Fhtcforikliak; 7-2 DtoBumd BeadX 4-1 Cotutiy OctoM. 13- 
2 JoHtonat, 01 Pat* cmaa, 18-1 Aret mWa, 281 otbere 


BETTW& U^U TlyMay Btata, 4-1 End, 8-1 Northern Star, Norte Maa, 
Cato* Tbi Pl^on, 14-1 S&oeg Qanfet er, Woo dh naae Lane. Lady Swdl 


KE0GHANS MARES HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2,750 added 2m 5f UQyds 

10100 BABY DAYS (41) J H Jctnsw 7 11 10 ASMh 

035341 P6BHV BORDON (9) (Q Us D Thonvon 6 10 1K7 bO 

WaaPRobsoa 

-40335 RABE A DOLLAB (S) 9 Baainort 7 10 9 ItoSSMna 

642450 ADEMBIK»IE(2B)RjloiinEon8U>7 KJobteoa 

04000 WMISUTESnHWESS(7)BabonB100, 


6.45 


KEUY5 LAGER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
E)£4>200 added 3m 3f 


00002 ME SPHTE (28) R Bor 7 10 0. 

-Bdaetared- 


J!lfcCDautSip)V 

JI ttmecks (7) 


1 02121 IHEW«LEH0a(2Q)KBai9S1112. 


MntouiE lOfl. 7iuo aetfffK atitt^CBserincess 9sf 8b Nte State 9R Sfa. 
BETTMB: 13-8 Afagy finrdOL 3-1 Raka A DeBar, M Daby Rajs, 8-1 
Mela Ka ra oke, 10-1 Mta Sprite, 1A-1 WMtega toip itonrm 


7 000-5 LAHDSRERSD«(91)FHdfa710 0. 

8 5PPPB2 MRAI4ARE (J) R Kodfies 7 10 0 

9 PS33S3 QABtSH (7) B Sctyen 12 10 0 


IHantoP) 

-l.A»i ■ 


HYPERION 

l^O Lucky Archer 2^5 CaH Me AM 2^5 Prince 
Of Spades 330 Distant Memory 4 j 05 Out On A 
numlse 4-40 God Speed You SJD Easter Ross 


LMren wBtSPic: 10a. Tine tomcAs* aetfic Mtomaw 9st UJbtGBM9i9a4aiL 
BEmn: 3-1 October Brew, 4-1 BodMrec, 9-2 More BRs, 5-1 Pifaca 
Of Syadea, 1U 0 a My Toe*, 14-1 Gatny HUh. 204. after* 


GOING: Goad to Firm. 

■ Left-hand, sharp, coarse wuh abort nm-tn. 

■ Rareeoraw fa nonit of tom on A3SO. Newton AUx* ralhray 
station (nrred by London. Paddln^nn) te leas Lhm one mOe away. 
ADMISSION: Twtawlki S10; Shw Rlnfi & Paddw* £fi. CAR 
PARK: On rails Al .60, remainder (ice. 

BUNKERED FUST TUB: Spring To Glory labored. 3J0). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAX& Tabralea (406) mm at 
UxSowon Friday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Noqnfla (LD0), Dtaraood Port 
[4.40] AVagae Hope (5.10) natt 168 mflesby J UcCormodito Irian 
WBeaiMi Wanrtcfcahine. 


NfflJJER TWC CLASSIC HAMNCAP CHASE 
,a " OW| (CLASS E) £4j075 added 2m 5f UOyds 


150 


THEAKSTONS REAL ALE MADEN HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2J25 added 2m 15 


1 042454 UKE OF LOUOMEA (38) K Baley 7 11 10 Jlr R WNdqi (T) 

2 131224 oeDtHTMaemr (187) (cqPHtohsB ll SAP Mccoy B 

3 in.1.1.15 «£D BRANCH (8F) Jung 8 111 TJMwptiy 

4 52P623 SCOnWlN^BOMASnllUl S Cretan 

5 F42403 SPRME TO fiUKY (7) PttoJWKt 10 10 13M A ITt«HaUV 

S 62-501 BIBms fMM (20) <t?RHoOffs 111011 Tteareanbr 

7 115533 Bn OF A TOUCH (3^ (CD) R Fsut 11 108 IHnat 

8 PP2BU2 QOIOCN OPAL (34) R Budder 12 ID 4 BPWto* 

-Bdedared- 

HEITWRr 7-a Ltta Of loRdm 4-1 IM Beared, 82 Otatoat Meetoiy, 
18-2 88 Of A looefa, 7-1 D wabni I Mn , 8-lSeatnM, Sprtn(Ta Btoty, 12- 
1 Golden Opal 


P-562 K KNOWS THE RULES (BF) R Bufller 5 110 — B I 
F-3FB8 ISfltlS PORT (B0 U kfeede 7 11 0. 

2QQS KBPS PET (75fl JR* 7 110 Sftd 

-P5202 RETCtdCAN(7)SKni8ff 5 110- - JBIfaMa 




00 MMTSmiMCLE p3) RFnsBll Q. 


JIM 


OPOP N0QUJA9G) UD J McCanaJW) ID 110 Jtdbjaati B 
335534 N0HMMCEfltMCE{43) IteVVWansBUO-APMtCDy 

- THAT BIG BABY D Bereeit 7 11 0 UtoLBMM 

; 0 JU1SBWSB(PBESS(F2® KBadey4109JlfRHfal4ey(I) 

050 CALawrGM.p83)RBufaer5109 PWfay 

43 JDCWAIIOW|23| WPHollls4109— JIAF!lflM*M 

3303 RM9S.UMSE(BB)TKedd)'5109 SMcNdi 

-50465 SPMTLEVEL(90)JllPw«91fi9 MrHftjte 


HOLSTEN P1LS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3j6SO added 2m If 

1 114441 YUBMLE(Un)(7)|CO)linf»5121£aJ — A P McCoy 

2 34311 OUT ON A P90NGE (22) N W* 6 f 5 11 4 — M K KegtoUd 

3 -3D30P - MIERMdGIC (5SJ J For 7 10 11 Sft» 

4 WH52 POHUNAYS PS) ®F)G McCcwiS 10 5_RShK*)C*ne (7) V 

5 142322 HUDSON {FU) M B R Mfaflt S 101™. — DSaBarR 

-5dechml- 

BE71W8:Mridaitoa.&aOutOi*ftMr4te,llr2Htefaa;fri rt i iilire i jl i 

9-1 




FWtf 1 


SPECIAL (F552) 5 Cole 4 10 9. 

-Mdeefared- 

BEnWCBAHontocaPrlKe, S-lLidw Anbar, lWAlrtwBipi«*B, 
7-1 Ha Area* The Rld«,01Hwyi tat, 16dKrttdfc*,ftacdelLo«b«. 
28-1 often 


FOSTERS OWL RACE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £4*950 added 3m 2f UOyds 

ariias ACT0FP«WLMBffJBflKBal^91iaJdR»dd4ey(7)B 
1261P3 60OSPSDWUfI7)CMtiriad<8U4 — IRKawaadiS 
1333FF RABDOW«mEP41){CD)PMMll0UO^PniB 

tHijWfi B*IW0WNBRLp5 Mftpe8106 A P McCoy V 

S2PP26 DIAMlWnRr(7}njM(C9ra4K12lOL 


JIL 


225 


BEAKBSH RH)IR*SH ALE NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £4,950 added 2tn SfiLOjds 

2131P2 BWSttDBW f7) RW M»3 WdBTBSll 6APMeCoyB 
P32P43 call ME ALB (32) MreLHdhaali 6 11 0—JiRkliaakV 

2405J5 JffibB.PWCE{9)PMMs7llO PHUe 

0660P «a gq HBdiciT 11 fl — — BAmafl 

Stn TOMS CHOKE (41) (BF)jTucka 110 SUdteM 


t£H] 


(3352 WUlllTHEWDOOS(32)DTiirwlD109 JArAHodteartb 
m ^ _ 

BEnvtt 2-1 Btoilm Hare, ll-4 Jac Dal Piface, 82 CaH Ma AH, 7-1 
Tone CWce, 01 IM, WNk In Tba Waeda 


255 


COURAGE BEST CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
SEUJNG HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) 
£2^75 added 2 m If 

1 16 BOOOCREE(ial(t««aatfHei012O — »r«e(0toyf5) 

2 564WR OCTCUSI 89£W (USA) (7)(R M Ffae 7 11 7 — G Stretto B 

3 34U53- GAIAXY W6H (361) [DlMsJ tew 10115- 


-5dedreed- 

BEnWfi: IM ttd SpaaBYte, M Actor Pate*, S-lRnktarCa^ 
Ha, 11-2 Mrenuad Fort, 6-1 


ITS NOT ALL OVER YET OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £1^00 added 2m If 

000 wnUWCASER(H)Uafin6114 M8rifBW{7) 

30 B0Z0(Bl)Btel6n4 6U|ptoo 

• FABBLAPPR0VSD1\BB5114 AtAHoHMUft 

325 ni60Fi)EBuesiin9Jtt«5n4 — — .riMreiey 

- ROYAL SEASON W G M Tuner 5 11 4 — IP«aar(7) 

- VABUCH0FC)MBQnnlia5114 MrOMcPhaim 

00 ARCTIC VEHTllRE(3M)Sfrt0« 5 1013 JARkteWa 

• EHSIBtRQSSNHBretexn41013-. MAR«M*f 

- m ttEfBHOOK T 4 10 13 — S R>W»H 

- KAIY-BB16 A Hohte 5 10 13 Bfaaena 

0 »IKmfWSCO(3(l)CPop(wri41013 — JDarcoBbe 

003 ««R*COW?0fltoPCtl&JW51013. Aftnctor 

HBIKMISSRte9W61013 BPonwl 


4 530H> UOREBalS(7)JNode5101O UBaWieWu 

5. 60654 (WCE0F5PACB (32) (BF) AHobbs5iO J— 0 Bteww 

6 603P1 OH MY TOES (3(0 RfflH6 103 — ! B Moore (5) 


3 SAUX$CAuy(43 ) AHoHe 51013 HrLJdfred 

0 TWa»E CLUB (30iK 0^41013 MrRWWfay(7) 

-IStfacfreed- 

rcnWC 01 Eactar Boat, Sa8r6taly,7-lWagafTba Btoe»,81IW*(re 
CMt, 101 Bozo, 144. Rojal Snauo, 15-1 Rustic Mta, 201 otbara 



HYPERION 

6.00 Fbxhss Lad 6^0 The Secret Grey 7.00 
Skane River 7.30 Frlckley 8.00 Bltofamix- 
up 8 JO Winsford Hill 


GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand, -mdolaltag rwnw; run-in U25ytk. 

■ 'jouiee A redes SE of Wreabam near Jcui of AS3G and B60Q9. 
ADMISSION; ftAfodt iff; Oama 34. CARPARK: Five. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: The NaarfiryVkau- A Tomrev Coop- 
er iBJOOy, Top Brass (730)5 R» Grand (viaored. 7.00). 
WINNERS IN THB LAST 8KVEN UASB: Karofink TV Krtnl (R3U) 
won al Maikrt Rasoi on Senndqr. 

LONG-DISTANCE EDNNMS: BtuBupfaran (fUM) soil £» 
rnOai by H Roberts from Btxfle Strea. Green. East Saaaet. 


6 005P53 RS GRAM) (22) (CD) P Rtoftens 8 10 13 C 

7 04003 SKAW RWQt (7) G Ffcnaids B 10 9 R 

8 -50003 AWfflOOD 02) S Oak 12 10 7 B 

9 UP AAVkSAXSk (98) A NeMxrnbe 4 10 2 — UrRUnretanca) 

10 4000 BUSIBl(n)UESwrevE9101 Efiyrae 

11 00440 UDT UH5 (327) B Pneca 6 10 0 ^_l Hofbd (7) 

12 400633 AGAM5TIHE CLOCK (1) P Boaen 5 10 0 — LCmarto*(7) 

13 F06P- SQUatJNG JEANK (384) J M textoy 8 10 0 B Radon 

-ISitodrevtf- 

MMnun eefahe IOtt Ih» ftandfcap wt#* Lady Ltfa 9a 11H /»*»» 
Obrt £» ion. SqueeBf> Jeane te 98). 

BETTHGt 70 Bdwart Saymow, 9-2 Stone Htotf, 13-2 WMadNoaM, 7-1 
atfwKol Ito &re4 Mredooel U-l Soeat Nebi^ 201 Mbes 


750 


WYNNSny HUNT SUPPORTERS CLUB 
HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £BjOOO 
added 2 m 4f UOyds 




02311 

-31315 

3P3143 

305 

1U6 

ryrym 


10 P10W 

11 006 

12 0006 

13 5F-2F 

14 360026 

15 HP- 

ifi 

17 P 

18 P 


J sdfirrr FURNISHERS NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3£00 added 3m 

SunaEAKmfl3)(D)KBak|?1112 lOabome 

IB3YUHAS6aaer71112 TEteyV 

RfVBBAIW ROSE (32) WC&r Sill ftrlMto(3)V 

BM STAN'S BOY (48) Cd^cfs 6 11 0 GIM* 

rac^LMKnOMdWbaieUO MrRThnaUip) 

0$PBMft511O JBfte&P 

J59) JPidreriocBllO WMaretoa 

SEVDt POUTO teRE (153) Sr J Batow Bl 7 11 0 

: DJKdHH^IS 

SHARP ranCWWPHUte 7110 Glbnaey 


SOHEY (13) J tt&mochie 8 11 0. 

THE MUSKY VICAR (13) GRWwfe 7 110-—. RBMMB 

YOmYCOOPEH HtSBWaire611(L_ £B)neB 

OOOSLE MSH (EJfa OifafiNtd ID 13 DJMdCMI 

U5GOMM9flC(S8QPBlMn8109 DWafab 

UOSB>IKTCeMI10B MShamtt 

FWTOHPDMY67)JMBMS510a Eltataral® 

ff3)8PR«*4107 8wy4«» 


1 321P41 lAHiS THE FBST (33 tQ P Metafe 9 12 0 

2 -01104 FMCH£ytlA)(CO)GndniilsU1113 Rtemeady 

3 211-44 )RL0 GEORGE ffO) A KWwrte 11 11 4- PttonfayH 

4 2232-2 CHANGE THE ACT [42) P) tries VWfcma 12 11 3 

air r noatbn Q) 

5 215-80 ANDB)MATr(UqfCD)nfadtol0112 EHretatdp) 

6 -P313F OWHWPOLEd^miWJPaMm^lOlll 

Mr C Brewer (3) 

7 0FP4F JAOO*SWKPS)PRVtabtf710B JOtfarem 

B JW TOP BRASS (8) K Bafcy 9 10 7 iBMB 

9 111173 Mft860&68£9i|223)fB) JMBBdfaylD106.JBRMtaB 

10 055632 ALASKAN HER (19 M A Snetef 6 100 TBeyV 

-10 doctored - 

BETWG: MMddoy, 7-aJamdiIle FW, B-lCtaogaTbe Ad.7-lAte 
George, 101 Aedennaa, Matfoto Grewn, IB-1 othere 


8.00 


BEHBIft 04 Sqprrem Ryw, 5-2 Foefcs Lad, 84 nt^t, 101 ESg StaYs 
Boy, 12-1 The MaecMy Vicar, 14-1 (dreibaak Rim, 18-1 Bo*er-S*w, 
scale Ooen, awooebto Debb. »1 ottres 


650 


JONES PECKOVER NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £SfiOO 2m if 110yds 

1 PilW POND HOUSE (U) (Q [BQU Pipe 8 120 

2 -03F38 DBS7THRAW(15) UfaS&tMl 710S 

3 -PB3R4 DAM)EMPOQACaftl9104. 

4 -3P531 HAMGOVBI(48)(qRLnlll00. 

5 0EF2F3 IHE SECRET DREY (13) DMcQrei 6100. 

-Sdnefand- 

UUauo a«(ste 10st Due hmdkap kefclic tergbMr 9« 13ftv Saw 

G^SRiab 

BEJIUKt 11-4 PoadHlWM, 3-1 Darelelrep, 7-2 DtaartEtrawe, 11-2 U» 
Secral Cray, 01 ItnMmr 



7J00 


CRYSTAL BALLGAZERS saUNG HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE (CLASS 0) £2£00 added 
2m Af 

1 03-233 EDBIMDSEnOUR{31]MM)WJalsl01113-TJB*8 

2 (0040 SKEEr W»£ (317) TO K Chany B11S HSIrerratt 

3 -00006 GRNffiMAH(32]DMaBat611B DJMo®# 

4 -02500 MHBONNET{4DCEsnofl711S lOibreneB 

5 5-F06G GAI1AHDM (15) 8 Ittiftj B 11 6 


EASTERN DESTINY NOVICE HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £2£00 3m UOyds 

1-0111 BfTOFAIBXW (29) (D) U J RbOers 6 13 7 Jt PltodWigp) 
26-F21 IRSIBt HORATIO {18) (0) WLo« 7 12 4 — ItoH LrafafT) 

3 -F1211 GAUJMIS DBJGHT ( 2 S) (D) Lta C Jdnefan 7 12 2 

WAfiateoaP) 

4 5P121 BtHBtEHS(J0ffll(20) W PMohfaSUO L- 

llrCJBBetei(7J 

5 00116 DESMOND SOLO (13) R A Peats 9 120 Mr OS Joara (7) 

6 2552-5 NADIA& (13) (Q 01493*11120 MrAWHt(7) 

7 A-1F1 1HUERBPI9g(6) (H JMa ie7120 MrJMwR 

HSTB®M6MihelBe,WliilM , HfliMI^5-lfia«reit»Defl0LlO' 
ITIh Fortune, 14-1 BMMe M Sqnoek, DeareMd field, Nrelad 

. LLANDUDNO HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
IF) £4,000 added 2m If 

1 111 COOffOSSBt (197]{0! MPw4120 SWjwe 

2 -50236 HO LIGHT (224) (CD) Ural W& 8 10 U 13 L honey 

3 010660 f«SH«I£ STAR (15) (C^RM«r»r8118^1fateB)oV 

4 mm EtiMuinwBeBafflP) scans 11000 a) — — 

— — — B tetter (S) 

5 10455 WROFQHDlML(7B)p) PHrtfas61D12 GTreawy 

6 433330 O«ffSBLfNCa6}P01JUaB*yS1011 — Banter V 

7 3G0P01 D«BSIOT6KL(lMWBlJwdlfirBlO10_____ 

MrJLUwe^, 

a inns mUZENBEM (44) EftenJun 1010 8.. u . H _J>tek|her 

9 32RH) MBlJCAWff[F34)LBarec51P a . P ftnw 

10 8F31- 6UHMHBEfiOOD(880)JKDBSWgl71O6 TSey 

-11 GP303 LAWFUL UNE BF 21 ITCIonnMT 7 106 — teRUnnteiEQ 

-lldedawl- 

B£mHft 7-2 CoitKosetr, 5-1 WtasKwl MH, 11-2 0 aBy Sport BM, 74 gp 
U#*, BmlBk lb* HobeL*M*eebeit 10*1 ItataBtSt*, 12-1 eBton 


EE3 


] 


HJ 

* 

■n. 

e 

told 

ONS 














FRIDAY % MAY 1997 - THE INDEPENDENT 


A. 

>rt 


McNamara adds substance to 


; •• 




Tomorrow's Challenge Cup final provides the 
Bradford Bulls loose forward with a chance to 
fulfil high expectations, he tells Dave Hadfield 


r.s# 

;V* 


When the Bradford 
Bulls look back on 
what they have 
achieved over the 
past year or so, they have to 
keep reminding themselves that 
they have not, as yet, actually 
won anything. 

Super League’s acknowl- 
edged success stoiy is still lack- 
ing its pay-off line and no one 
is more conscious of that fact 
than Steve McNamara, whose 
own year has been a mixture of 
excitement and frustration. 

The former Hull loose- 
forward was signed too late to 
play in last season's Sflk Cut 
Challenge Cup final and he 
then suffered the extra disap- 
pointment of being forced by in- 
jury to pull out of Great 
Bntaia’s tour. Nobody feels 
more keenly the need to trans- 
late promise into fulfilment at 
Wembley tomorrow. 

"‘We had a comparatively 
good season last time but we 
had the disappointment of not 
coming up with anything. If we 
don't win anything this time, 
there's a danger of us losing our 
momentum,” he says. “The ex- 
pectations of the crowd are so 
high. We have found out on oc- 
casions when we’ve won but not 
played particularly well this 
season (hat they expect so much 
from us every week." 

That is the new challenge for 
the Bulls: making reality match 
their highly effective hype. As 
McNamara has found,* the at- 
mosphere that surrounds play- 
ing for Bradford is unique. 

”1 was lucky as a young sup- 
porter to be involved with Hull 
at a time when the atmosphere 


generated was just phenome- 
nal," he recalls. “To come to a 
place like Bradford, which 
wasn’t noted for big crowds, and 
see the way it has taken off has 
been tremendous. You couldn’t 
wish to be at a better place at 
the moment. 1 couldn't imagine 
playing anywhere else.’" 

After Odsal. anywhere else 
would certainly seem quiet and 
understated. The Bulls are the 
one club to go full bore for the 
new opportunities presented 
by summer rugby and the one 
- wiih the honourable exception 
of their Cup final opponents - 
to have made an unqualified 
success of Super League's brave 
new world. 

Match day at what was once 
a gloomy, depressing venue is 
now an all-singing, all-dancing 
experience - a million miles 
away from watching the team 
they used to call Northern or the 
Steam Pigs slogging through the 
fog. 

It is brash, raucous, colour- 
ful and often pretty crass - and 
it works. Bradford more than 
doubled their average gate last 
season to displace Wigan as the 
game’s best-supported club and 
all their home League match- 
es so far this season have 
attracted wildly enthusiastic 
five-figure crowds. 

They are clearly doing some- 
thing right, but where McNa- 
mara parts company from the 
marketing gurus is* in his in- 
stinctive understanding that 
there must be a pay-on if the 
mood is to be sustained. 

That is why the Bulls must 
win at Wembley: to add sub- 
stance to the sales pitch. For- 


tunately. there is plenty of sub- 
stance there - not least in the 
players they have added to 
their side since they lost there 
to Saints 12 months ago. 

Apart from McNamara, 
Bradford have acquired Stuart 
Spruce, Danny Peacock, Glen 
Tomlinson, Jaimes Lowes and 
1 aid fteihana for this year’s Cup 
final squad. 

“There’s no doubt that we're 
a stronger team,” he says. “It 
was frusta ting sitting oat the fi- 
nal last year, but I knew from 
the time I signed that that was 
going to happen. It would have 
been worse to be injured or 
dropped. 

“Obviously, it’s nice for me 
to have the chance to go barf: 
and get my chance thus time. 
The one doubt f had was 
whether the players who played 
there last year would have the 
same desire for this one. But, if 
anything, they've got even more 
hunger for it than I have.” 

McNamara's own hunger is 
sharpened by what he calls “the 
most devastating thing that has 
happened to me”. An automatic 
choice for the Lions’ tour to the 
South Pacific, he had to with- 
draw with a badly gashed hand. 

Although it was little conso- 
lation to bun at the time, (he na- 
ture of the accident says a 
good deal about a young play- 
er who keeps closely in touch 
with his own - and rugby 
league’s - roots. He was carry- 
ing a crate of drinks for his old 
amateur club, surely a better 
way of acquiring a war wound 
than tripping up at a photo- 
shoot or dropping your Fiiofax 
on your foot 




Bulls In arms: Steve McNamara (left) and Bradford team-mate James Lowes celebrate another try on the road to Wembley Photo&aph: Empics 


Injured Scales will miss final Plate provides welcome return 


DAVE HADFIELD 


Jon Scales, the Bradford Bulls’ 
winger, is out of the side for the 
Silk Cm Challenge Cup final at 
Wembley tomorrow. Scales, the 
player who swung the semi-fi- 
nal last season with a hat-trick 
of tries and also scored in the 
final, has a thigh injure and can- 
not play in the repeat against St 
Helens. 

“He strained a thigh against 
Halifax two weeks ago and is not 


fit enough to play,” said the 
Bulls’ coach, Matthew Elliott, 
as the squad arrived at their 
southern headquarters. 

Elliott is likely to play Danny 
Peacock and Paul Cook on the 
wings, although AbiEkoku- the 
brother of Wimbledon footballer 
Efan - is also in the squad. 

Bradford are likely to have 
Graeme Bradley and Paul 
Lough lin in the centres and 
Glen Tomlinson alongside 
Robbie Paul their captain, at 
half-back. 


“But I still have one or two 
things to consider,” said Elliott, 
who has admitted to having 
sleepless nights wondering who 
to leave out. 

Nathan Graham, who was vil- 
ified after the mistakes that ar- 
guably cost Bradford the Cup 
last year, is in the running for 
a place among the substitutes. 

St Helens took a 19-man 
squad to their London base yes- 
terday, including both Alan 
Hunte and Derek McVey, but 
a decision on the involvement 


of both could be left until to- 
morrow morning. 

Hunte could even be put 
through a pre-match fitness 
test at Wembley - in the man- 
ner of Ellery Hanley in 1991 - 
before a decision is made on 
whether his tom hamstring has 
healed. 

Saints’ squad includes five 
men who have not played at 
Wembley before: McVey. plus 
the New Zealander, Julian 
O’Neill, Chris Moriey. Paul 
Anderson and Andy Haigh. 


The Silk Cut Plate, the conso- 
lation prize competition which 
forms Wembley’s curtain rais- 
er for the first time tomorrow, 
has more sceptics than believ- 
ers - but not in south Leeds or 
east HulL writes Dave Hadfield. 

David Plange, Hurtslefs play- 
er-coach, said: “You won’t find 
many people from this part of 
the world knocking it" 

Plange has seen Wembley 
from all angles, as a member of 
the Hull Schools’ under-lls 
side in 1976 and in the Castle- 


ford team that beat Hull KR 10 
years later, but he is not blase 
about the chance to return. 

“Apart from being great for 
players and supporters, it also 
provides revenue,” he says. 

In Hunslet’s case, it also 
strikes a historical chord. It 
was 32 years 3go that they were 
last at Wembley - for one’ of the 
meat-finals, agains t Wigan— and 
. their reappearance marks the, 
rediscovery of their identity. 

Now installed in a new sta- 
dium not far from Farkside, 


their traditional home, the 
Plate gives them the chance to 
remind the city they* still exisL 

Hull KR’s Wembley pedi- 
gree is more recent; indeed, one 
of their players, Des Harrison, 
played in the 1986 final but can 
remember tittle of it, thanks to 
an early blow’ on the heau. 

Their coach, Steve Crooks, 
played for them there in 1981. : 
and no one is more aware of 
how much times have changed 
for Rovers. Since their great 
days in the early to nu'd-Sfts, 


staying alive has been more of 
a priority than going to Wem- 
bley and they are only playing 
now by permission of the ad- 
ministrators running the club. 

Plange intends to do lead 
from the fronL He only had a 
plaster cast removed from his 
ankle on Wednesday. For him, 
and the others invoked, the 
match that kicks off at 12.15, 
when spectators are tradition- 
ally settling into over-priced 
London pubs, is far from a 
meaningless side-show. 
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Keane under 
World Cup cloud 


Football 


Roy Keane's anguish at missing 
a World Cup penalty could be 
doubled if Fifa. football's in- 
ternational governing body, 
take action over an alleged 
head-butting incident during 
Wednesday night's Group Eight 
qualifier in Romania. 

Viorel Moldovan, one of five 
Romanians booked in their 
1-0 victory, went down in the 
penalty area as if poleaxed as 
players jostled for position at an 
Irish free-kick. 

The Dutch referee, Mario 
van der Ende, missed the second- 
half incident, as he tried to ush- 
er the Romanian defenders back. 
Television evidence was unclear 
although it showed Keane mak- 
ing an intimidating gesture with 
his forehead towarck Moldovan's 
face. 

The Romanian played on 
after treatment but was later 
substituted. The referee look no 
action against Keane, whose 
48th-minute penalty was saved. 
_ It is another trauma in 
Keane's controversial career. 
He was sent off for attacking a 
Russian player in Mick Mc- 
Carthy’s first match as manag- 


er last March. He was given a 
one-match suspension and then 
banned by McCarthy from Ire- 
land's summer trip to America 
after foiling to report for a 
friendly against Portugal in 
May last year. But he has played 
in all of Ireland’s last five march- 
es after making only sporadic 
appearances in the ill-fated 
Euro 96 qualifying campaign. 

The incident with Moldova 
in the Republic's unlucky de- 
feat on Wednesday night was 
just one of a series of un- 
savoury events. The Crystal 
Palace midfielder Ray 
Houghton was felled by a coin 
thrown from the crowd and 
played on with an ugly gash in 
his head. And the substitute 
Tony Cascarino complained 
afterwards that one of the Ro- 
manians spat in his face. 
Houghton did not need stitch- 
es but said: “I felt very wobbly 
for a while but just wanted to 
get on and finish the game.” 

The coin was thrown despite 
a warning over the public ad- 
dress system earlier when an- 
other missile, believed to be a 
plastic bottle, also landed on the 
pitch. Now Romania look cer- 
tain to face severe punishment 
from Fifa. 


Brown does sums 


“Always look on the bright side 
of life” urged the loudspeakers 
after Scotland's 2-1 defeat in 
Gothenburg. Was the song an 
exhortation to Sweden’s players 
and supporters to believe that 
they can reach the World Cup 
finals? Or merely sardonic sym- 
pathy for the visitors? Either 
way, Craig Brown had little 
option other than to heed the 
advice. 

On the dark side. Scotland 
failed to build on the strong 
position secured by victoiy over 
Austria. They also passed up 
the chance to reduce Sweden 
to also-rans. A defence which 
had begun to look impreg- 
nable succumbed twice to the 
partnership of Kennet Ander- 
ssou and Martin Dahlin. while 
the midfield could not fulfil 
Brown's prediction of ascen- 
dancy. 

At first glance, the math- 
ematics of Group Four are also 
against the Scots. Their maxi- 
mum points total is now 23. 
against Austria's 25 and Swe- 
den's 24. However - and this is 
where they can see the tight - 
their rivals have yet to meet in 
Vienna. ^ 

If Brown’s wish for a draw 
were granted, and Scotland fin- 
ished level on points with Aus- 
tria. qualification would come 
down to goal difference. In the 


Phil Shaw says 
Scotland must go 
for broke if they are 
to reach the finals 

event of the two being equal, 
Scotland would have the ad- 
vantage of having taken the bal- 
ance of the points against 
Austria. Brown, meanwhile, 
senses that Sweden cany the 
greater threaL 
For the trek to Belarus on 8 
June, the Scotland manager 
needs no calculators or rule 
books to realise that his team 
must go for broke. Despite the 
former Soviet republic's 
mediocre position, it was defeat 
in Minsk which ultimately 
forced the Netherlands into 
playing off for a place at Euro 
96. 

“Our job will be to win our 
last three matches," Brown 
said. “Ir's a lot harder to win five 
games in a row than three. Aus- 
tria are in the best position, 
though I still think Sweden are 
the best side in the group." 

Minsk will be a fresh test of 
his resourcefulness, for the 
Scots will be without Cotin 
HendTy and Colin Calder- 
wood. Hendiy’s leonine mane 
aod tigerish tackling have 
made him a symbol of Brown's 


Scotland, although the 
manager distanced himself 
from the Blackburn player's 
injudicious assertion that the 
Italian referee favoured 
Sweden because Uefa's presi- 
dent, Lennart Johannson, is 
Swedish. 

With both defenders booked 
in for overdue operations - 
Calderwood would have been 
suspended anyway - Brown will 
turn to Rangers’ Alan McLaren 
and the uncapped Christian 
Dailly, of Derby. Wimbledon’s 
Brian McAllister is also under 
consideration. 

Whoever joins Tom Boyd in 
the back three, they will not go 
in “cold". To maintain a com- 
petitive edge in his squad after 
an arduous domestic season. 
Brown has arranged friendlies 
against Wiles at Kilmarnock on 
27 May and in Malta four days 
later. 

In the meantime, remem- 
bering Harold Wilson’s leg- 
endary claim that England onfy 
won the World Cup under a 
Labour government, it would 
have been intriguing to ob- 
serve whether success in Swe- 
den would have produced a 
surge in support for the Scot- 
tish National Parly in yesterday’s 
poll. To Brown’s chagrin, and 
doubtless that of Alex Salmond, 
it was not to be. 


Yeovil return to the Conference as Icis champions 


Non-LeagUe notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 

Macclesfield Town may have 
, been delayed in their quest to wia 
tile GM VauxbaU Conference 
and promotion to the Nationwide 
League when they were held 
3-3 on Wednesday at Halifax, but 


one non-League club did enjoy 
big midweek celebrations. 

Yeovil Town, whose crowd- 
pulling power is greater than 
any other non-League team, 
won the Icis League with a 2-1 
victory at Bromley on Tbesday, 
and next season will be back m 
the Conference from which 
they were relegated in 1995. 


Howard Forinton, the striker 
who is moving to Birmingham 
City in the summer, scored both 
goals from the penalty spot. “It 
was a super climax to a wonder- 
ful season," Graham Roberts, 
Yeovil's player-manager, said. 
“The lads have been wonderful, 
and their consistency speaks for 
itself." 


Now the Somerset dub, who 
have 98 points will attempt to top 
the ton in tomorrow's all-ticket 
final game at home to Cbertsey. 

Altrincham had no reason to 
celebrate on Tuesday, though. 
Their 2rl home defeat to Steve- 
nage confirmed their relegation 
from the Conference, along 
with Bromsgrove Rovers. 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date. 30/4/97. The winning numbers: 8, ID. 16. 17, 24, 40. Bonus number: 13. 
Total Sales: £25.339.461. Prize Fund: £11,403.757 <45fc of ticket sates}. 


Match 6 Uackpot) 

Match 5 plus bo nus ball 
Mat ch~S 
Match J 

Match 3 ~ 

TOTALS ““ 

©Camelm & 0 up Wc Piayrare irttv be 16. or over. 


■1 

£3.272,499 

£3.272,499 

9 

£111.880 

£1.006.920 

504 

£1.248 

£628.992 

37.306 

£37 

£1.380.322 

510.949 

£10 

£5.109,490 

548.769 


£11.398.223 


Breakage |pn»s rounded am n u> nearest 111: £4.534. 


•; v.;.n ^ the national lottery 

In tfte wen; ot pny dr-cropancy in me apooc. the data cnniaitwd jn CemtiQt contmi computer ay 


Either Halifax or Bath City 
wil! join them: Bath need to win 
at home to Noithwich tomorrow 
and hope Halifax do not beat 
Stevenage. As for Macclesfield, 
they will win the title if they win 
at Kettering- anything less and 
Kidderminster could pip them 
with a big victoiy at Gateshead. 

Leek Tbwn, who won the 
UmBorid League lastweek, wiB 
join Yeovil in the Conference 
next term, but who goes up from 
the Dr Martens League win not 
be settled until tomorrow. 

Greslcy Rovers, the champi- 
ons, did hot apply for promo- 
tion because their new ground 
wOl not be ready in time, so the 
runners-up will go up. 

Cheltenham Tbwn are the 
favourites to make it, but 
Gloucester City or even Hale- 
sowen Town, if they thrash. 
Nuneaton, could claim' the prize 
if Cheltenham dip up at Burton. 


Argentina 
step up 
campaign 


The nation that gave the world 
the tango may not. after all. be 
dancing in the dark when the 
elite emerge into the World Cup 
limelight m France next year. 

Argentina rescued their ailing 
qualifying campaign with a 2-1 
victoiy over Ecuador in Buenos 
Aires that lifted them into third 
place in the South American 
zone. The top four in a league 
involving all nations in the region 
will join the holders in the finals. 

Ariel Ortega, tire latest to 
follow in Diego Maradona's 
midfield footsteps, put Argenti- 
na ahead and Hernan Crespo, 
who displaced Gabriel Batistu- 
ta. made it 2-0. However, Orte- 
ga was overshadowed by his 
rival No 10, Alex Aguinaga, as 
Ecuador fought back. Aguinaga 
pulled a goal back in the 67th 
minute and then Eduardo Hur- 
tado missed two good chances to 
equalise for Ecuador. 

Second-placed Colombia suf- 
fered a shock 1-0 home defeat 
against Peru, who secured the 
points with a goal by Jose 
Pereda. It was Colombia’s sec- 
ond successive defeat. They 
were without their banned New- 
castle striker, Faustino AspriJ- 
la, who was sent off with 
Paraguay’s goalkeeper, Jose 
Chil avert, in a fiery encounter 
earlier this month. It was 
Colombia’s goalkeeper, Farid 
Moudragon, who let them 
down, throwing the ball straight 
to Pereda for the only goal. The 
defeat was such a shock that 
their coach, Hernan Dario 
Gomez, contemplated resigning. 

Paraguay made light of 
Chilavert's absence, moving six 
points dear at the top by beat- 
ing Uruguay 3-1 in Asuncion. 

ImernazioDale’s Ivan Zamora- 
no was in stunning form on 
Tuesday, scoring five times in 
Chile's 6-0 win over Venezuela. 

WOOD CUP SbbSi American Zorn mresdart: 
(SanU^o) CMe etzmeono 33. 26. 31 47. 85. 
Btjes 6® Venezuela 0. {Werfceadatf; JBamn- 
quBw Cofcxntw 0 Peru 1 {Frieda 613: (Asatrian) 
ParaeW 3 (Rosas 38. Cartsn pen 74. Sam 82» 
Un&e/l fS4*S73: (Basra Aim} «8srcn»2 
[Crwgi IT. Crespo 331 Ecuador 1 tAgjnagj 871 
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{Top four qwtfty, plus tout me hoidenl 


Work! Cup (kxxxp One 

Denmark (2) — . —4 Stover 
A Nielsen 4. 56 41,271 

Pedersen 28 
B Laudrup 52 

Greece (01 0 Croat* 

35.000 Suker' 


.0 Croatia (0> — _1 

Suker 74 

P W D L F A Pis 

A 3 1 0 9 2 10 

6 3 1 2 B A 30 

,5 2 3 0 10 6 6 

4 1 0 3 3 9 3 

5 0 l A 4 13 1 


Group TVro 

Engandat 2 

SHenngham 43 

Shearer 90 

tat ttfemfifcj. SfiWfum; 


Italy 121 

Q Mateo 23 
Mridinl 37 

R Begfjri 63 


3 Poland lOl 0 

35.000 


P W D L F A Pis 

—6 5 i o u a is 

—5 4 0 1 9 2 12 
-.413238 4 

—3 0 0 3 0 .5 0 

—4 0 0 4 2 11 0 


Group Throe 

Norway (0)— 

&]lsntaarB3 

Switzer la nd it>) _ 

TOrtyilmai 83 
Norway — — 

Switzerland __ 

HJWV 

Finland 

Aaai fta Han — — 

Group Four 
Austria ift — 


-3. Finland (Cn 1 

Sinaia 60 22.237 

-1 Hungary iOi 0 

P W D L F A Pts 

-4 3 1 0 10 1 10 

-4 2 0 2 4 4 6 

-4 2 0 2 4 4 6 

-4 1 1 2 5 6 4 

-4 1 0 3 2 10 3 


! Estonia {CO. 


Vasoc 48. Stiver 87 27.S00 

Latvia f li 2 Belarus ID) 0 

Sbewpta’ 38. 83 3.000 

Swedaa ill 2 Scotland tO) 1 

h Anoereson 43. 63 Qatocter S3 

40.000 

rat Uflev< saflum, Oomeutiurg) 

_ ■■ ■ P W D L F A Pts 

ScoSantf 7 4 2 1 8 2 14 

Austria S 3 1 1 5 3 10 

Sweden — 5 3 0 2 9 5 9 

laftrfa — — 5 3 1 3 S T 4 

QrtOJka 5 113 15 4 

Brfsrw___ = 1 1 3 3 9 4 

OMnafafitf fixtures: 38 May: Estonia v Uwa.8 
Aim: Estonia v Sweden; laws \ Au-ana; Batons 
v Scotland. 20 Aug Esenia v Austria: Belarus v 
SMdre<. 6 SopbAusue v Sweden: Scndardvds- 
laus; Latina v Estonia. io Gape Sweden v Lstve; 
Brians v Ausma. 13. Oct: Austro v Belarus Sew • 
lam v Urcm Sweden v Estorw. 

Group Five. 

2 CyirafiJi 0 

Ghana 3. 72 35,000 

— — — — 1 Uawnboorj lOl 0 

ASCimjk 20. GrafSn 58 10.000 
ScnttenKw KJ 


cytras (Oi. 
35,000 


Russia 

Bulgaria 

Cyt*w 

UuMniMunK 

Grosp Six 

Malta li; 

Sultana 8 

Yi«BSiavte 101 

M|aaMcpeo87 

Spain 

n«aMi 

Slovakia 

Czech Rap — . 

Ram Mas 

Maria 

Group Soven 

San Marino (01 _ 
2800 


Turkey (U . 
Wray 35 
29.000 


P W D l F A Pti 

—6 4 1 1 i ia 

—5 3 2 0 13 2 11 

-—4 3 0 1 10 5 9 

—e 1 .1 4 5 14 4 

—5 0 0 5 1 13 0 


-1 Faroe (stands lOl 2 

0 Hansen Den 60 

T JoRSSOn 89 

-1 Spain Hi x 

Hem pen 19 53.000 
P W D L F A Pts 

-7 5 2 0 20 4 17 

-7 5 1 1 19 5 18 

-5 4 0 1 14 5 la 

-4111734 
-6 1 0 5 7 23 3 

_7 0 0 7 1 29 0 

-0 NettwriaadaU) 6 

Beiglarrv 40. 90 
Wifflarfia 

Van Hmadonk 70 

F Leaner 74 
Bosman 85 

_1 Betghna raj 3 

Ofiwn 12, 31. 46 


Hrtwtareb 6 * 0 1 23 3 U 

nfflghun —5 4 0 1 10 6 12 

Ttofcay-—. 5 2 1 2 10 S 7 

8 2 1 3 14 12 7 

San Marina — 6 0 0 6 0 31 0 

Kantdlulig Btfia as . 7 lia«: BacaanvSan Man- 

Be(8uni v Vibfes; Methartands v Turkey. 

Group Eight 

Liechtenstein 10] _0 Lithuania lOj _2 

80 G Roaneusxas 65 

StartHhusSO 


Romania (0) 1 Rap of fa> 

UK 32 1B.OOO 

{at National stadium. Bucharest 

P W 0 L 
Romania ~_6 8 0 0 


Rap of It ant i<J> 0 
18.000 




Nofthom Ireland — 0 


P WOLF A Pta 

Romania 6 8 0 0 20 0 18 

Macedonia 3 1 2 IS 10 10 

Lithuania—. _5 3 0 2 6 5 8 

Rep of tretand 5 2 1 2 10 4 7 

feetand 4 0 2 2 1 7 2 

Liechtenstein 8 0 0 6 2 31 0 

RamMn tog fixtures: 21 May: Rep of Ireland v 
Liechtenstein. 7 Jane: Macenonia v fcrianfl. 11 

June: ireiang v Lithuania aOAuArLecrrtrstrn 
v Iceland; Rep rf tnSand v U-hjanji; Rwr-aiwi v 
Mxadama. G Sept Iceland v Rw of ftsond; Liechi- 
crate*) v Romania; Lrrriwna v Waredomj. 30 
Sapri Romania v fcetareJ; Lithuania v Rap rf Ire- 
land. 11 Oct Iceland * Liechtenstein; Rep rf Ire- 
land v Romooa: Mjcedma » Lr.Kuaiw. 

Group Ntno 

Armani* 0 Wortham Ireland — 0 

10.000 

tat Roa Ian sodium. Vrfesar] 

Germany iOj 2 Ukrama (0) - - 0 

Bremoff 62. Bastar 72 33.242 

> W D L F A Pts 

Ukraine _6 4 0 2.6 5 12 

Germany 5 3 2 0 U 4 u. 

Portugal —6 2 3 3 5 2 -8 

N Ireland 7 1 4 2 5 5 7 

Armaria 5 0 4 1 3 7 4 

Albania 5 0 1 4 2 10 1 

Remaining fixtures: 7 May: Ujganav Armenia. 
7 Jams UKnne » Armenia; Poflugsl > AWrea. 
20 Aug: Northern ireuno v Germany: PartupH v 
Autom; Ukraine v Mane. 8 Sept: Germany v 
Ponugri: Armens v Albania, ursapt: Mena v 
Northern fraanct German v Armatta. 11 Oct Ger- 
many v Albania; Ponupd v Nontwm Wa nd; Ar- 
menia v Ukraine. 

EUROPEAN UNDER-ZL CHAMPIONSHIP Group 
One (Koege): Denmark 2 Storeno 1. Group Rva 
(Tel Arty): Israel 4 Cypn» 3, 

Nationwide Football Lea rgno 
Second DMsioa 

Bristol City —2 Chesterfield 0 


TOP SEVEN P W O L F A Pta 

Bury <F) 45 23 12 10 60 38 81 

Stockport fPl 45 23 12 10 58 40 81 

Luton —45 21 14 10 70 44 77 

Bre u tfotd 45 20 14 11 58 42 74 

Bristol City »_45 21 10 14 6& 48 73 J 

CtW -5 22 6 17 55 46 72 % 

Blackpool 45 18 15 12 59 45 89 

8M VaoxfiaA Conference 

HaBtax (1) 3 Macclesfield (2i -3 

Murphy 45 Byrne 3, Some! 21 

HorrfWd 81 Davenport 79 

Buime B5 

TOP THREE P W D L F A Pts 

Mecriaafleld 41 3g 9 6 76 29 87 

Kidderminster „41 26- .7 -8-83 39 85 

Stevonage 41 24 JO 7 85 49 82 

Dr Marten s laemm Itfc— mUMridon: Cortw 

4 Raunds 2: Sonnii Bomtfi £ Moor fiaen 2: 
Staffort 1 Wanvick 2 South- 

ern DMsiorc Farenarrr 2 Vfcymouth 0: St 
' Leonards Stamcroft 2 Forest Green Rovers 1. 

Ida League Premier DMatacHandon 7 Da- 

Hatoa 

2 WaaWsexre L UnBood L— MrePtamlarOi- 
vWoo: ficcnn&an Starts 1 faowtey 3 . 
ItoffTfia First DMskwCrfiiSnjtsecmid le© 
Atttcn uu 5 SmasMdttParkSaefc 4 (age 
3-4)- Jenson Eastern tangle Cgp HootHar- 
vnen 2 NavaifiS 0 rat Roseman'tzris. f&tate&d. 

Korth West Counties laapna Hm MriMow: 
Pwmfi 2 Bsdipctf fUMCXlM bport Unit- 
ad Omadfas Uaague PmottcDEWritSt 

osumfimil. 1 

First Division: 

atkm Bramry Northern — , 

Consre 3 ShiUon 3; Whitby _ 

L League of Wales: AhanoiiijfM Cwmbran 
l;BRtonFsiy lwri*hpooiiSSrflw3Holir 
ws* 0; Camodhen 0 Ebbw^a’V^Smgslog 

3 Dewy 1 ; Ton Perere l'HwdcwtT* PonUns 

League Premier QivrsJorcS 
Rarest If Tfamnana 2 Leads 
HixMerefeM 3 Notts Court? . _ 

2 LriceswrS Preston 1 MfeMfttO; Sumer 
tend 1 Bfeckpooi '3L SaaoMPMaton: Armtoy 

2 Shrewsbury 0: Hiffl Cw^MnShtf 1: York 

3 Carts* L Third .... . 

Qartrgtan 1 Scunthorpe 2: DnfiBtiWftjpjtiaie 
if Sraihotoupi 4 Doncasfcr3. taon loawanea 

Brighton 2; Norwich 3 BiWOl'.-Rovora 0; JL, 
PrftaTRuto3Asw*0;SouBBC4JBr3.JpB»ich ■ 

2: Swansea 1 SWratan a Hemb LsCpAK flw- 
wre 1 (OomMe 1SI GutnrampO;Bonl«ai*2 
Jftwn 22. to 601 Lera l tos- 

to 1 jJVaec 90) la Haws 2 (Huyomn j*. 781: 
uio 0 Pans St-Germam 1 lAtedntflUfe Mar- 

W^3IU>0toU&svaWnagtffayri83> 
Cares 1 Oiwv Hi: frtney 1 OWraMncbtena 
' 76i Naras 3 (NT>aan 

S3);I*csOl|ci»l.____, .. 

1 tacvarcTj 67> Metz 3 (RoAtgre^. 
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set for 
the flight path 

David LieweSyn meets the England leg-spinner 
who is enjoying life in his new home.at The Oval 




P^ariofe 
*.. 3lfi fa »> 
t ;s «U* 



Tbe- Summer of *97 couW well 

go down in enacting aunals as 

tbey«ir of the leg-spinner. Af- 
(erafl, there are enough of them 
around. The touring Australians 
>in have the Inimitable Shane 
Waniii, Somerset have re-en- 
gaged the engaging and mes- 
merising Mushtaq Ahmed, 
while Kent have take n on Zim- 
babwe's Paul Strang. 

‘ it is highly likely that all of 
them — and the dutch of other 
wrist spinners around the shires 
- would echo the sentiments at 
Surrey’s own lcggic, Ian Salis- 
- ^ bury, who greets the prospect of 
™ . a dry, dusty summer and its 
. conctnnftant hosepipe bans with 
unalloyed joy. “That would be ab- 
sotutelybeau uftij. " said Salisbury - , 
who is toping that his move from 
troubled Sussex to The Oval will 
relaunch his Englan d career. 

“TO be quite happy if there is 
a hosepipe ban. Unfortunately," 
be added, a shadow flitting mo- 
mentarily across his face as he 
indicates the lush acres of bis 
new home through the win- 
dows of the Long Room, “its 
still nice and green oul there.” 

. However, as he prepares to 
take on the giant-killing British 
Universities at The Oval todav. 
Salisbury is bappy. His pre-sea- 
son trip to South Africa was a 
success, but not because of what 
he achieved on the field. “1 took 
a few wickets,” he says, “hut the 
most exciting thing I did over 
there was to meet Terry Jenner. 
It was absolutely brilliant.” 


Jenner, a leg-spinner who 
won nine Australian caps dor* 
mg the 70s. is now the leg-spin- 
ners’ guru of the 90s, his 
services have been used in New 
Zealand and South Africa, 
while he also works at the Aus- 
• tralian Cricket Academy near 
Adelaide. “He is Shane Wimes 
coach ” Salisbury explains. 

“His personiil'mcntor. He is 
a legend. And Terry was with us 
for a whole dav while we were 
in South Africa ” There is no 
doubt how Salisbury regards 
Jenner. “He was just unbeliev- 
able. He gave me a few tips, two 
or three pointers for me to work 
on. He is just the best person I 
could have chatted to. I'd love 
to have spoken to him when 1 
was IS.” 

Nine years on, Salisbury’ is de- 
termined to prove that the 
meeting has not come too late. 
The move north and a winter off 
has left him, he says, with his en- 
thusiasm for. and his desire to 
play the game “sky high". Sur- 
rey have made him welcome. "I 
feel a part of everything and 
that's before I’ve even played a 
game.” 

If his enthusiasm is at all in- 
fectious (ben (be uptake of 
what was a dying art could 
reach serious proportions this 
summer. He is animated when 
talking of leg-spinning and its 
perpetrators. “Terry Jenner has 
a passion for leg-spinning." ex- 
plains Salisbury, who, like Jen- 
ner, has just nine Tests to his 


name. “And If you haven’t got 
that passion then there is no 
point It is different from every- 
thing else. I love bawling leg- 
spin. I love it. 

“Terry Alderman’s swing 
bowling was almost an art form 
and fast bowlers arc strong and 
dever, but there fa a bullishness 
about them. A slow bowler is 
like on elegant batter. Leg- 
spinning has mystique and ro- 
mance. Everybody wants to 
know how and why. but no one 
really knows. 

“I think the public have got u 
little bit bored with fast bowling. 
Just watching them running m 
and bouncing a batsman, maybe 
getting a catch, maybe hitiing 
them on the head is all very well, 
but it is nothing compared to the 
excitement that has been gen- 
erated by Wtone -mania. 

“Whrne has taken leg-spin to 
another level. As a performer 
and as an artist and entertain- 
er he is in another league. The 
more people take an interest in 
Wame and the more they find 
out about him. then the more 
they will appreciate what's go- 
ing on out there in the middle, 
and that’s where the fun'll start. 
Whrne is a superstar. He fa the 
best there's ever been. 1 hope 
he bowls well." 

The torrent of praise is 
dammed for a second as Salis- 
bury filters his words through a 
sluice gate of moderation. He 
resumes with the qualification: 
“1 don't want him to to get too 



Ian Salisbury: Til be quite happy if there Is a hosepipe ban. Unfortunately It is still nice and green out there* 


many England wickets. But he 
is the catalyst. You ask any oth- 
er leg-spinner in the world. 
You can compare him with 
anyone from the past and he is 
the best. He is up there." 

Which is where Salisbury 
wants to be. His last Test ap- 


pearance, at The Oval against 
Pakistan last summer, was hard- 
ly what might be deemed a 
howling success. His 29 overs 
went for 116 runs and all he 
picked up was a solitary wickcL 
Mushtaq. on the other hand, 
claimed eight victims in a match 


the tourists won by nine wickets. 

But although Salisbury ac- 
knowledges that it was a poor 
show still he feels he can draw 
some encouragement to buoy 
him as he attempts to resurrect 
his England career during The 
Ashes series this summer, “in 


that Test, once I changed ends, 
shortly before the finish, the ball 
siarted tospin a lot. In fact every 
time I've played at The Oval it's 
turned." 

He is nothing if not indus- 
trious. Salisbury is always look- 
ing to fine-tune here and tweak 


Photograph: Robert Hailam 


there. The latest thing fa flight. 
“Flight fa everything," he ex- 
plains. “It fa probably the sin- 
gle most important thing for a 
leg-spinner. Flight is what docs 
top batsmen and that is what I 
will be working on.” Stand by 
for take-off. 
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Penalty costs Romero first-round lead 


Golf 


The English pair, Carl Mason and 
Jonathan Lomas, had the unenvi- 
able task of reporting Eduardo 
Romero for a rules infringement 
that cost the Argentinian veteran 
a share of the lead after the open- 
ing round of the Italian Open. 

Romero accidentally grounded 
his club while sizing up his line on 


the 14th green of the Gardagolf 
course in Brescia, breaking a Eu- 
ropean Tbur regulation that cost 
him a two-shot forfeit. And al- 
though he did not know he had 
committed the indiscretion, he 
accepted the Eqglish profession- 
als' word and took bis penalty. 

The tournament director. David 
Cariand, said: “On the 1 4th green 
Eduardo walked forward on his 
line and played a couple of prac- 


Smith in great touch 
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Hockey 


BILL COLW1LL 
United States 
England 




Jane Smith, a 4Sth-minute substi- 
tute, dived lull length with splen- 
did anticipation to score the goal 
in the 63rd minute which gave Lhe 
young England side a hard-fought 
victory against the Americans. It 
' reversed the score when the teams 
last met in the 1994 World Cup. 

England exploited their youth 
policy in this opening game in the 
Five Nations tournament in Van- 
couver with all six uncapped play- 
ers starting with the previously 
uncapped Lisa Copeland giving a 
tenacious performance. 

Opening their tough pro- 
gramme qf-four matches in four 


right 
til s« 


days under an overcast evening sky 
and floodlights, England took 
time to settle and might have 
conceded an early goal. But, whh 
goalkeeper Hilaiy Rose in form, 
they held the Americans at bay. 

While England's counter- 
attacks came mainly down the 
it. the Americans held oul un- 
seven minutes from the end 
when Smith struck for the winner. 

Earlier Canada, with a goal 
from Aoibhiim Grimes two minutes 
after the interval, beat Ireland 1-0. 
inibisRTes: AWetwt j am tcapK t sun, 

E Tehou, C DeBow K Hofcntt. K Jamas. T Fuchs; 
K Kauffman. R Asoefei. ^ Ma0«e. SrtwMhtire 
usoct P Sonar; J Reeve. J Salutxuy. C Ta0onw. 
ENGLAND: K Rosa fflunon CoUfieM: K Brown 
iStourti); M Davies ISunon CtatiMdt. J Mould 
(Balsam Uaeesten. L C opa tonrt (Stoutfi, cam): 
p Marsttm-Snrttb (Ottort. U Uw g a (»»- 

tarn Lewstert. L Wrf&t (Ptari. C Vow (Balsam 
blaster). SutoMtoare hmC C IWd MM 
K Bowden (Balsam Leicester). T CaflM (Htfi- 
IDWi), J Ssrttti (Sou#)). J Bream CCsrttntoutf. 
UmptawJMcCSmocklCartAAMcOadieyiJifl. 


lice swings 10 feel from the cup. 
His partners noticed he grounded 
his club. Jon Lomas watching 
through his legs as he touched his 
line, although he cannot remem- 
ber doing so. We hod no other 
proof because the television cam- 
eras did not show it, but Eduardo 
accepted the penalty." 

Romero said: “1 don't know what 
happened because I didn’t see any- 
thing, feel anything. Carl and 


Clubs in call for 
Be detector test 

Australian rules 


Jonathan say they both saw it so I 
accept that. Now I have the deter- 
minatim to win, so no problem. Now 
Iwffl shoot 66 in the second round" 
That left Romero in an eight-way 
lie for third place, two shots off the 
lead held by Relief Goosen of 
South Africa, whose six-under- 
par 66 left him one ahead of Ian 
Woosnam. The Welshman's return 
m a wooden driver worked the trick 
as he produced a five-birdie 67. 


Goosen, who had his maiden 
European victory in last year’s Sta- 
ley Hall Challenge, holed a huge 
50-footer on the last following an 
eagle and four birdies as he set the 
record at Gardagolf, despite suf- 
fering from a bout of influenza. 

“I fell terrible and I used up a 
whole toilet roll wiping my nose on 
the way round," Goosen said. “I 
guess I felt so ill I just got on with 
it and I holed some putts." . 


Tb bdp decide whether players are 
dinkum or deceitful. Essendon 
and CbUingwood have called for the 
use of lie detectors in disciplinary 
bearings Mies a case depends os 
one player’s word against another’s. 

Tne AFL dubs supported the in- 
troduction of the polygraph after 
a bearing cleared the Esseadon de- 
fender Michael Prior of racially 
abusing CoIiio$wood’s Robert 
Ahroat, an Aboriginal player. 

The Essendon manager, Dan- 
ny Corcoran, said he had consid- 
ered giving Prior a polygraph test 
to prove his player’s innocence 
while the Collingwood chief ex- 
ecutive, John May, said his dub 
would have bees happy for Ahmai 
to take a Jie detector test. 


Size poses problem 


Table tennis 


The World liable Tennis Champi- 
onships have apparently grown too 
lo^ge, prompting strings of com- 
plaints from players and coaches 
about organisational problems. 

The two-week long event, which 
ends in Manchester on Monday 
now has 6,000 matches, 175 hours 
play, 3,000 tons of equipment, and 
90 practice or competition tables 
The championships have grown to 
1 16 countries this year, 20 more 
than two years ago in China. 

“The World Championships 
are too long for the playere, too 
unattractive and financially risky 
for the organisers,” said Jean- 
MSchel Saive, the former world No 
1 from Belgium, who is president 
of the prof essiona l players asso- 
ciation, the CTTP. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Dacca B MiMBiWfl A’ Bosun 
11 Areftorn X Oakland 11 Cbawtand 9 
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Basketball 

beex-at-foe series 2-V- 

Cricket 

a 2-1 lead m tf* tour-match series. 
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Drugs In sport . 
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J^^tereS^^riroione in urine samples. 
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at Letham Grange on 4-5 June. Her ptsce 
donffikie her Errand toam-mate Wm Ros- 

Crun. Rebecca Hudson ,.# » Ertg ft* gHs 
champion, and Anne Latng. the Scottish 
champion, has been taken by West KH- 
bride's Laura Moffat. 

rauWN OPEN (Sroacfti {BB or *f«fcn AMMO 
ItaHMnd MOW R Gcww (SAJ: €7 I W006- 
narrv 88 P Stftend IMUH OHnoat fSpJ.JOo- 
eaes (Ml, N Feah (Smt. E%xnM (M0. S WafiAw. 
a te« G J Branfl; 6> A MMl (SmI. M Gagpi 

lAuil, J Sanflew (SmLUJmb, W Warner S*}, 

L Mksawod. M Jenew SPlrT t^am (DenL C Ounr 

(SMO. M Bewncenw (Rl. P QtllnQ RMO; TO S 
arKB,PHara«IurvRKadBan(9w>,Meitts.SSo- 
(U (NZl. M Bnero (30. UdM.IM P JteSlflJ, 
W Rdey (MjO. 0 Ctaijp. T (k&ejGrt. fi Ben. H 

Hurt, S NO* (AuBJ. W UoiAirvi; 71 S i- 

M NA W. B Lanear (Sen. S GraRsnonnl 00. B Cote*. 
D Cole UtOH. A Winer (Sw*1. CFtocce qu. P VWoo. 
0 ooereOTi. P H W I HH» (Siwi, u Mutwae. i 
BKMnon. D IM. D HOfne. S EMK 12 .*1 Vln- 

hooteasm (BeO. K B*w» (Swa). S Ca^v » <3atw» 

OtESUMfSpLASrwtivmEQmnKBtH- PBefc- 
or, Q BBiufteU W, D HoWtfL J Granhagen (Saw), R 
(Fn. G G»m (US). Q 0& R AiM Q Twv 

wefo. u Gratfwg ON* J l»w, J (AuBL 
D NhaaoA. K Vbnata ffett. ft WMn, D Tappng I 
Fatu (Spl, M tadnl A). J Malpr. •am tus rnnsuar 
CHUfOCtH CROWNS nWRNMfENr (Nagoya, 
jwrtlA*«Sn*»3tfw»wl»c»rt»paaaa«w*aaa. 
Aw #2 1 Tortoa; <8 D Sral (NZ), **•***■ 
nm 1 SMatwma. G Kerman lAusfc 67 M QaH. T 
date. TsYbnoana,B WawlUS; S rgpaN. KYUaWk 
KTW«% S VUiatt M HfliMM: W RQtnon (Can). 
K Susitf. S Conran (Ausu, E Mbo^icn. H Uemcv 
CSwtor(U». 

Lacrosse 

England’s hopes of reaching a thfrd suc- 
ressivewomen’&WiildCupsufferedatna- 
jor blow when they feat 3-0 to Austrate in 
Thevicwy entffcd Australia to mfr- 
. tato their 100 per oen mconi to the round- 
mttn qualifying soles, hut England's 

cfwnces rf reaching Sunday's final h»e 

tffmfrifehed. Scotland kept alive Wfiir am^ 
hffiore of 3 thirt-place playoff berth with 
a 6-4 win owr Canada. 

ERSSSEBf&snes 

OtymiSVImB); 2 U» I«: 9 


Ertfax) (4-2): *Wate (4-^5ScoaanaM-2h BCare- 
oa (5-1K 7 Japan (4K». 

Ru&V Leagua 

WGONESQATS tAZE RBSUTS: Sacsod DMaioK 
Breriaf IB Batfey 24. 

Rngby Unfon 

WHWE8DATS LATC RESUUS: Cewafe ChWar 
e&anphMHMp NaUooai LaattM Cm: Bath 71 
GUuoasar 71i HaileRuM 36 Namempan 19; M 
71BBumar21: 9mom4SlaawiMna> Na- 
Saoel UaQ» Was Waterkw 24 NncMie 66. VMaMi 
NaUonal LwM Flrtt DMataC BMoona 17 CwtNf 

qNa*ento£Uma3&saeoiWDfokttW0(U- 

yms SI (MAC (Cwflff mo 3& Poreypool38Aeer- 
cynonO. 

Snooker 

WORLD CHMmONSHO (MM4 OwWHMw 
A RDtMoua (Cart « L WMr (W» 13* K Dowry 
nri) «J Kajn* (Sra) 13« J Wtaana (Thao at J flai^ 
iwt (Eng) 15-10 . 

Speedway 

WEDNESMTS LOE RSSUOS6 Piwaiar Ua«M 
Cup: Lung EBHn 60 StBpwSD; IM 52 Eontiurgh 

3& EOtaLaa^je: Poole 45 9a*<don 45. Speadw^f 
SttrCUp Kng% (jnn 41 (pRNen 49. 

Table tennis 

WCHIP CIW M P IO WW PS p UMcfc e — 0 Men** Otf 
gee, p w OWa u * iww oar SCanw (Scoi KS 
Jenwie (WU) 17-ZL 21-11 21-7 21-lS T Ledesma 
««KS HMtWt (End) 9-21 21-17 14-21 21-17 
21<ll:FSonrat(BaQtitA!tetiensanMW)21-721- 
12 22-13: Vhnc &aa-t*ng_tCX3 « S SpNrren /W 
21-9 21-7 21-fa: 0 BW TeSs aOTkarew (CM 
21-14 21-16 21-18: 8 VIM «W bt Ha Chun Hao 
Ban V Mu) 21-7 21-14 2X-12;B eeimson (En0 
ten Kduwb Gam) T Hdflac (Bo® M E mar 

S 21-1521-15 2MUC SMi (bfl K F todflgxz 
21-7 21-6 21-13. Road ta « A Perry EngJ 
teA Ob Uon (GUER 21-16 21-14 21-13; 0 tMe 


A Perry (En0 tt S Dna (EC 21-17 21-9 21-18; V 
sareftt iSf» M 0 Eden (&® 21-18 14-21 21-15 
21-19; ASmenoa (Hus) ta R Jertw (Wan 21-13 21- 
1821-10. 


M 

21 .... 

13-21 17-21 23-1822-lft ANpKKK (Tam »H Dor. 
man (Sew 21-23 21-10 15-21 21-18 21-9: T BM- 
l*o (WBO W L Bnm See) 21-8 21-8 21-10; M Deaar 
(ErtSJ ta D Obettvazer (Sml 2i-iS 21-11 21-ia D 
Dawes (WaU « V eOmbOs (Dtr) *0. Raond onk B 
Oaomon (Wai] K 8 Hurry (Sctn 21- la 21- 18 21-10; 
A Frtatotffl (SkMloa) ta l Rota) (Scoj 21*11 21-ID 
21-4: A Eoen (Eng ht J Gnareab (Kiwi 21-5 21-10 
21-9; Cnanc YuavSu K»-Tw MG inns (SCO) 21- 
10 21-10 21-10; R JerWns (Waft taT Young (Engl 
21-10 15-21 21-8 10-21 26-24; A Stramov (ftrtj 
» J Cowan W 21-17 21-7 21-4; K H«mren (Dti) 
M G ScJmertz (Eng) 21-14 2l-18 22-24 21-19: R 
StiMoar |CZ Repl tn L RaOtort (EnO 21-14 21-6 
23-21: PHaatanumdrtaHLoMrlEng) 13-21 21- 
16 21-19 16-21 21-19. Raond two: B Daumon 
(Waft ta K Monren (Ter) 21-15 21-9 22-20. 

Tennis 

A18J CHA11CN68 MEN’S TOURNAMBMT (AMaOtta 
aaottfa) Second round; S Stole (Ausj ta i Blntc- 
non (Sim) 4-6 7-8 6-Z C Woodruff 1 US 1 » J Frana 
) 7-8 6-2: M Fdppa (Uni) bt A (TBnen <US) 7-6 
: G Sender lAuO K S C mpdi (US) 8-3 4-8 
6 - 1 . 




The former world mixed dou- 
bles champion, Claude Bergeret 
of France, who heads the At hletes 
Commission of the ITTF - the 
world governing body of the sport 
- said poor scheduling and a lack 
of communication has made it dif- 
ficult for players and coaches. 

The United States team leader. 
Bob Fax, voiced complaints that 
have also come from France, Eng- 
land and Sweden. Fox said: “VVfe 
sometimes have had no idea 
where or when we would be play- 
ing the next day. One morning we 
came in at nine and the players 
warmed up and then found they 
were not on until one o’clock. 

“They could have been sleeping. 
This sort of tiring completely dis- 
rupts their routine. When the team 
leader of Sweden says he doesn’t 
know who they are playing either, 
there fa a huge problem." 


BMW Mars OPEN TOURNAMBT (Mirtcb. Gm) 
antftos. mcoiM round: A Gauderw W ta T EnMSt 
(Swm 3-6 6-3 5-2: M Rom 18-0 ta h Atom (Mon 
6-4 2-6 6-4: M pr-juooousas (Aut) ta H Qmy (Are 
6-76-4 6-4: AComqa (So) HAMttuMavRJw) 7-5 
2-6 6 - 1 . 

WTA REXONA CUP (Hvnbtuf. Bar) SfepH. MP- 
Md/owt U sanener Loans iso H J Kananr 
(Gw) 6-2 6-1; B ScMC (Auil bt A Huter (Oert 6-4 
KUW1J63 6-3: M Pierce 
_ r(Rom) 
... )«M8arr* 

(SW6-4 7-5. 

PAE6AS CZECH tEN’S OPEN CLAY COURT TOUB- 
MAMENT (Pragoe) StegW*. socood round : M Cre- 
ia iGflO ta Y 7-6 6-4; M an (04« 

bt S Snrcan (Fi) 6-4 6-2; E Ahwe (Spl ta C Cosa 
(Sc) T-5 4-6 6-4; F Swworo (Ffl M G Kumn (Br) 7-6 
MW. 

UA HENS SATELUIE (HttBaM) IktfH Mead 
reunfc J OMpflo K35) tt P LenMrta (Oen) 2-6 64 
64; M Lee (ffl) tt hi Bok (Meta) 8>3 7-ft U Mecta- 
(GB) R P FtobiBOn (GB) 6-3 64; A SMtafan (Sua 
a C **ray (Ff) 6-1 64: A BetabraeUc [Ausj bt R 
LMtm (m 6-13-6 6-1; D Sepstam (G8) taVWiy- 
man Sa) 3^6-2 63JWeraert (Gen taRGfiwKR) 
64 6-1; J CtaOM*) (ft) ta P Kara) (G6) 64 67 fl-3. 
IZA WOMENS SAJEUJTE (IMWjSMM, «u» 
ttrflRM* L AN (681 teKCnne W5) 7% 61; S-A 
SOdM (GB) tt J (SA) 1-8 64 60; J WM tG8) 

Si A U&OSCB (Hun) 6-264; C Tjj*a- US! tx l La- 
mer (S8) 2-6 6-2 64. 


luwi 0-4 w*, o oom rau n iw 

7-6; M Sdta (Fi) tt O LilAna (IM) 63 63; M F 
IF0taPSUBnx(A0p367-66-3:RDra89fnr(l 
bt F lebst (Afg) 7-5 6-3; I Mar* (Cnm) MM! 


RACING RESULTS 


TODAY S FIXTURES 


nm (QBW) ta G Qancjr I 
12 11-21 21-17 2L1& VNohodcMtrfi (BUB teK 
Rodger (See) 21-15 21^8 22-20; SMWdMtelMUt 

ten Heng AfacaoJ 22 - 12 22-8 21-12 Rontf am 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


Football 

(TJauSeea staled) ■ 

SCOTTISH tfiUMEtMD ^WWSMW 
AMmvEast 


Dt 1 


tuuon v M* 1 

HOBitKnN COUflfaS EAST IW* «■;. 
"HSSfltoStv Pontes CbL 

Hauwn Town vSUBban-Unlwd. 

UMMM OFVnitt: coonah’s QuQf v Oaomw- 
VttSM LgAfiUE Prerefc * DMsioo 

jMBiipa 1 u dmm. 


Cricket 

Sgcoictt CHAlWOHSt y ptew 

ftJHt&SOvOmWW. BOW NWKVYBIOtlM. 
mKMeyTBM CCS LeSoiriw * N«iin0BnW*B. 
CttafHK Swuy vMMdtea*. 

Rodby Union 

WELSH wnomLiaWE. Seamd l)Mi ion: 
Vseu^fUls v Aterawm (7-0). 


3-1 


Uedon vWri»w>“* tfJi. * Ptouffi 


BDt L au»g Bate VLB * tMdi 

PRBC£BL»GUEKN0CX4XjrCUftABnSS&W 

*a«WQ»C« BlntMji VBOW* Olfcrt vRred- 
-tog (7-45). 

',^s3Sasas^ss: 

■rums; Man's and Women's smeWa events 
(HHOm. 


WjS&nHffs odds about En^and 
winnir^ thrir World Cup'^taiifi- 
ration group, with Italy i-5 
fewuritES. B^gfand sre abo 
quoted at 6-4 .not toquafifyand 
I are pintsevenffi with Argwtina 
[atlB-1 to vwn World Cup. 


REPCAR 

. i3ft 2. DtSPOL DIAMOND (K Daley) 14-t 
2. DocMto Oeear 7-1: 3. Komfcidcy 7-L 24 ran. 

U-4fetfAhstoras Queen (6Jt)l. 2. IV*. IGOlflrojd, 
YbrtO.TWK aaao; £4.10. £3.00. £2.90. OuM 
Ftenasc £9SJ0. Computer Stotdrt Forecast 
£99.61, Trio: £412.60. 

SUM): L DAYS OF GRACE (F Norton) 63: 3. 
Strep Cracker 6-1; 3. B+t Bwt 2S-L 7 ran. 
11-10 tev Ways LucHy (SO)}. 2, V- 0* VamSa, 
MstenstMy). Tota: £5£0; £120. £2^0. OF; 
£17.10. CSR £38.53. 

aaoc a. cottace prmce u fetm) 7 - 1 : 
2. Hy Mlfclfl-l; 1 Cnfmirit 20-L 11 ran. 
13-3 Tav BramUes Way. Me 3. U OutfiA. Mal- 
WO. tots £10.10; £2.10, {ABC, £2.70. DR 
£2ft30. CSF:£96,10. Trteasti £1339 Ja Tna 
£38520. 

4.0a 3. BROAD RIVER (D ODwonoa) 2-9 
tte; 2. Look Who'S Caflhe lO-h a Racd 1&L 
1 m& Hi, ¥>. (E Ountap. NamnateO. T»k 
£1.10; £1.10. £3.80. DR £4 JO. CSF: £3.41. 

A30: ± JACK THE W> ff SttM) 161; 1 
Godnreslren Park 13-2; 3. Sh< And Drew 
161: 4. Grawfre Lid 14-L 16 ran, 4-1 fsv 
Quest (Sih). 6. Th, (J rtethefton, Marton). 
Tote £13.90; £240, £2-50, £2.60. £5J0- OF: 
£S&4a CSF; £10&81- Titeasc £1.455.2 L Dio: 
£233. 40. 

5U)a 3. KIRApPtao) 3-1(04 5L Lady SJw^ 
Iff 9-2; a Tina To Tane> 5-1. 10 ran. 1%. IV*. 
(JLEyre, TNrsty Tote: £3-30; £130. £120, 

■ £210. DF: £7.10. CSF: £15.15. Trtasr £6052. 
Tna £2050, 

Jackpot Nea m. ftJrt Of £56,434.19 ramacJ 
ftneto to Newmarhet today. 

Ptacepot: £3-272 JM. Qredpofa £54^0- 
Pteea 8: £42852. Place B: £139.69. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

24£ 1. 0« SMBBi (J waaweri 5-1: 2. Btuo 
Kite 61: a Sweat RaMa 2-1 tm. 13 ran. ‘fi, 
7. (M Johnston. MrOteeham]. Tot*; £4.20-, 
£190. £450. £3.10. DP: £3180. CSF: £47.70. 
Thtt £7780. 

2<46: 3. ZUHAR (MrG Late) 12-1: 2. Dane- 
log Store 7-2; X Peniap 13-2. & ran. 6-4 tar 
Rater (6th). l^L, 1 ffl McCsm, CMnWKtelw). 
Tola: £1X30; £190, £3-30, £Utt DF: 
£19^0. CSF: £50321 Tna £102.10. 

315c 3. SAENT (ORACLE (G FaAnert 5-2 
lac 2. Shatetayholy 5-1; 3. DncMhaNgMaqr 
9-1 8 ran. 17.. 17*. (M BH. N8*mart«J. Tore: 
£150; £140, £2-20. £2.10. DF: £1170. CSfi 
£1257. Tncasc £8054. Tna £2230. (A Gap. 

24& LR0B0MMSC {FL^nffti 8-1 2 Z£ 
0‘s Dancer 7-4 tav; 2 HAD Mas 11-2 ID 
ran. 1‘h, Vi*. IL Monffiae Hall, Epsom). Tctr 
f 15.90; £230. £110. £Lsa DF: £27.00. CSF: 
£2357. Incase £88.78. Tna £2930. 

4 JSt l KBWSD0WH TRDC (B Raihsin) 13-8 
fete 2 Spandrida 9-4; 1 Shelton Srewrip 
2-1 6 ran. 3. 4. (0 L Moore. Bi&ttn). Tatre 
£230; £110, £150. DF: £350. CSF: £5^48. 

445SL DESERT MMDBt (MSS RQotO 13-8 
lav; 2 Utta Bor 9-2 X Coeeoraba 13-2 9 
ran. a 2 (DOtagnttn. Vpt4.TdlK £230; £Ua 
£250. £150. DF; £650. CSF: £8.65. Tna 
£17.90. 

SJS: 1 PRHWER DANCE (P PMsphv) 8-t 
2 On* Off 7J» Bel 32-1; 3. Jtnp Tbc 
&1 12 «. 5-2 tev m TIW Money. Th. 7<. (D 
tteydn Jones. FontypnM.TatK £13^7, £450, 
£3.70. £160. DF; £22.9a CSft £10553. TB- 
casL- 15WL28 Tna £6450. 

Ptacepot £29.70. Quadpot £450. 

Ptaca fc £2055. Ptaca 5: £1188. 


WEATHER 




i A trill corifans ta dediu as tt drifts south. Loirs H 
I wffl me shnriy east Low fi is rinsst stationary. 


forecast ter today 

More claxfy in store tor northern Scotland, 
the Norfoem and Western Isles; with hill Ioq and some 
rain, tut mostly B^rt winds. The rest of Scotland 
should s&y dry hazy statshine aid light winds. 

Northern Ireland wffl be dry wffli hazy sunshine anda 
light southerly breeze England and Wales rill have 
lots of sunshine, and it mil be vey warn. Howwer, the 
coasts wU have cooling sea braezes. 


outlook for the next few days 

The weather will turn cooler aid venrshowayduniig 
Sriurday. but there will still be some warm sunshine in 
southern and eastern England. Sunday should be 
cloudy with showety rain, some show&s will be heavy 
and thundery. However, northern Scotland should 
become dry with some sunshine The early parts of 
next week should stay cool and unsettled. There wfll be 
some siBishine. but with a lot ot cloud and dowers. 


British Isles weather 


pAntey. mkkby (BUT) cdoalr. d.ciear Ibt. i&toa tolas ra. met irakt isinr tf. steel, sh.staw yunm. dithuxta 
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ttortiM CHW 1 

trfffttu 

C F 

C IS 59 

EiriH 

C F 

F 17 68 

LhiiptM 

C F 

Orff 

r f 

Btulferer *0 10 SO 

Mftmy 

C IS ss 

ftrtmi 

s 11 a« 

biuiib 

C H 63 

lfnrt 

F 1i 59 

Sctrtoroqb f 15 59 

*r 

til 

Cirfltl 

F 17 E3 

•amur 

F 19 66 

Lralin 

C 20 68 

MltHBplll f 1 8 f 4 

■Mint 

C IB 04 

C u tut 

C IB 64 

bixim 

6 20 66 

MjKbKUr 

C ?D 66 

SntbcMt 

S 1? 

K>reto|k» C 7> TO 

Bmr 

f 19 66 

Iptdsb 

F 19 66 

Itnntlp 

C 20 68 

Stem niy l 12 54 

KistfHl C 17 63 

Btblla 

C 1« 61 


0kl>r4 

C 20 58 

Tin* 

C 14 f-7 

Inmantt F 15 51 

Efiibufk 

C 70 68 

1 

F 16 64 1 

PfrMItl 

KJ 

Tor* 

C 23 72 


world weather 


*pM 0 B tiffs Lja* ji locS Use 


AkntFrl 

F 21 IC j 

1 HunllraC 20 68 

Mtrekai 

<Vb 

1 ■ sales city C 24 75 

Blysik 

0 34 9J 

JlnnUi 

5 28 62 I 

Cdr» 

S 29 84 

Wntal 

R 10 SO 

■tSIDi 

r 27 91 

>ta* 

C 22 72 

U|Un 

F 20 68 : 

cdnor 

F 10 50 

JUsrta 

M 

Nltap 

F 23 73 

SatzHu 

C M 52 

Ulaita 

S 2W0 ' 

UpTm 

C 20 58 

JaMak 

S 33 91 

laa kata 

H 21 73 

laa ftii 

r U 64 

JUHuiin 

C W 63 

Canret 

C 30 86 

Jdmln 

S 25 77 , 

■'■fetal 

C 18 64 

Saatiiyi 

C ?1 70 

Drtmp 

C 9 48 

CiubUbu 

C 3D 86 

Jl’BlII 

S 18 6* 

■itesw 

i 20 65 

Sanl 

^ 20 58 

him 

1b 16 51 

cu»|i 

C 19 66 i 

Iambi 

C 31 BE , 

■nick 

C 12 54 

Stags pin 

C 32 90 

iniM 

C 17 63 

CkftsUban* C 17 63 

imnWi 

C 26 79 

■Mnbl 

F 19 66 

Stackhsla 

r w si 

lilnta 

nl 

, tblHM 

F 15 69 

Br> 

F 18 64 ( 

■a pi at 

C 20 68 I 

ItnsbMig 

C 1 .' 63 

Biiikik 

C V 39 

1 CMMtaMB C 15 59 1 

Ibpln 

F 31 88 

■into 

f 29 64 

Syiisy 

F 19 (6 

Midi 

C 30 86 

Cbrta 

C 19 66 

lumuiaic 33 91 

Ira HIM 

C 34 93 I 

Tajpil 

C 30 86 

BarctHn 

F 19 6G 

•aka* 

C 23 73 

Laa FMret 

C 21 70 

lew erfsan C 76 79 1 

TtUrta 

5 30 8E 

Icinl 

S 26 79 

Duwla 

C 32 90 

Uu 

F 24 75 

Ira Tsrk 

5 20 £« 

Taurtla 

t 21 70 

B*4|<*8a 

C 17 52 

Msbru 

C 31 88 

Ulfeaa 

1 ?7 11 

lies 

F 21 70 

Tskys 

F 21 70 

iwhi 

Fg 11 52 

Fin 

F 23 73 

LieaiM 

F 22 72 

ncisia 

F 20 68 

Taiaita 

l 14 J4 

ktimli 

c :: J2 

Rb»KB 

C 21 70 

las Baa Mn C 18 64 

Ml 

B 15 59 

Tan* 

t ;f 59 

lltnRz 

5 22 72 

Fnaktarl 

F 16 61 

lambs at| 

C 15 59 

Parts 

F 13 55 

fatoieta 

l 23 7 ; 

BHiti 

C 13 66 

Fuckal 

C 20 68 

■■fill 

S 22 72 

Prtlsj 

C 19 65 

VaKOsnr 

Vl 9 <4 

liMq 

5 35 95 

dm 

F 15 59 

HalsrH 

C 23 73 

Parts 

C 19 66 

; ftalci 

f la 65 

IhHir 

F 22 72 

Elbnftv 

C 20 68 

■stays 

F 21 70 

Part Stastar ft 5 4) 

nssH 

C 15 53 

Men 

C 19 66 

Barar* 

C 22 12 

■alts 

C 17 63 

Pngsa 

C 9 48 

Win aw 

C It 52 

Brand* 

r 15 59 

teMiU 

l 5 41 

■ulta 

C 34 93 

BsytJnS 

l i <3 

■asbtaylSB 

C 23 73 

ftUmt 

C 13 55 

■hi Ini 

C 27 81 

Picca 

S 40104 

Haiti 

C 20 68 

isinsgtH r if vi 

Irtapnt 

C 19 66 

■Mbtata 

F 29 64 

■slksina 

C :i 70 

UsdeJss 

Ffl 2* 75 

Zailcb 

C U 5: 

sun and moon 


Sin nses 


OS 40 

Aonnses 


0006 


Simses 


20.17 

Moonsas 


09 <M 



tor moon May 6 









ngbfipg-gp tiroes 


Independent WeatterBue 


London .. 

Bristol .. 

Birrrrfrjgtern 

Manchester 

Newcastle 

Glasgow 

BeRasL - 


20.17 

. 202 ? 

2027 

2032 

.20.34 

.2048 

20.50 


0538 

05.48 

0543 

05.41 

05.33 

05.40 

05.52 


tugfe tides 


AM 

HT 

PM 

HT 

London 

05 2B 

5J 

17.48 

6.7 

Liverpool 

02.40 

8.9 

1506 

87 

A vermouth 

1050 

12.4 

23.08 

12.3 

M {Albert Dock} 

0946 

73 

22.12 

7.1 

Greenock 

04.00 

33 ■ 

1624 

3.2 

Dun Laoghaira 

03.02 

39 

1537 

3.8 

UBtemeeuedii mete 





air quality 


M ■ l-.J- 

KSBUfin fe 


LondCHi 

S England 

Wales 

CB^and 

N England 

Scotland 

Nteland 

HMfor'&dBy 

London 

SEh0»d 

Wales 

CEnglaxt 

N England 
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mood 

Mil's Steve McNamara talks to 
Hadfield, page 30 


sport 
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David Beckham takes a comer for England against Georgia at Wembley on Wednesday night. His contribution was sound in a midfield that for periods struggled to contain the visitors’ advances 
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GLENN MOORE 


Football Correspondent 


Listening to Gienn Hoddle in the 
aftermath of Wednesday nights 
2-0 World Cup qualifying win 
over Georgia made one wonder 
whether Peter Mandebon had 
been seconded to the Football 
Association's PR department. 

The England coach gave a 
performance which Mandelson, 
New Labour's notorious spin 
doctor, would have been proud 
of. The bright young leader was 
'constantly upbeat as he talked 
at length while saying little of 
note. Self-contradictions, in- 
convenient facts and unwel- 
come questions were brushed 
aside. Like his team it was 
effective, but hard to warm to. 


One questioner asked: “Apart 
from the goal did you feel there 
was a lack of invention?* 1 
Hoddle replied: “Well, the 
goal was a superb goal. It was 
well created. There was lots of 
invention in that. It was a cut- 
ting-edge goal Those are the 
sorts of things you pot togeth- 


er and if they don’t go in the 
back of the net people forget 


back of the net people forget 
about it. That has come off for 
us on the night” 

This specifically does not an- 
swer the question. Which is un- 
fortunate because England's 
lack of flair in midfield was a 
problem. Although they bad 
plenty of attempts on goal many 
of them were pot-shots from the 
edge of the box or from the sec- 
ond ball after a cross into Alan 
Shearer and Teddy Sberingham. 


The first goal was beautifully 
constructed and finished but 
similar chances were rare. More- 
over, at times in the first ball and 
for 20 minutes at the beginning 
of the secood, England’s work- 
man-like midfield could not 
stop Georgia from r unning 
through them at will. 

Hoddle admitted he was 
“disappointed” by the second- 
half spell but explained: “That 
was partly due to Paul Ince. He 
bad an injury at half-time and 
he was not quite functioning. He 
made some great runs in the 
first half and nearly ended up 
scoring a couple or goals. He 
makes things happen when he 
gets in the box. In the second 
half he was not at full throttle 
and couldn't do iL We ended up 

taking him off.” 


Ince angered by snubs 


Paul Ince yesterday hit back at 
suggestions thar a number of 
leading Premiership duhs have 
changed their minds about sign- 
ing him should he decide to 
leave his Italian club In- 
temaaonale this summer. 

“You need a player like me 
if you are going to win League 
championships," Ince said after 
England's 2-0 World Cup win 
over Georgia. “I get livid when 
I hear or read that I've been 
snubbed by the likes of Arsenal 
Newcastle, LiverpooL 

“Peter Hill-Wood [the Aree- , 
nal chairman) is saying that 
I'm 29 and past my sell-by date. 
Well that's just crap. At 29 Fm/ 
reaching ray peak and Tm play-; 


ing the best football of my ca- 
reer. I don’t like it when l'mget- 
ting snubbed, as if to say Tin not 
a good player all of a sudden. I 
just stick my fingers up to the 
People saying that, 
i “But for Robert Coar (the 
Blackburn chairman] to come 
out and say the same sort of 
thing is the last straw. Let’s be 
serious. You can tell him that 
he’d be lucky if I came to 
Blackburn, let alone them snub 
me. That's my message to him. 

“I won Premiership titles with 
Manchester United. Liverpool 
need to do that and it’s the same 
with Arsenal. They need a play- 
er like me to achieve that. 

Tm fed up with all these snubs 
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ACROSS 

I Royal service notable for 
the Queen’s absence? (8) 

5 Houses requiring offers 
for sale ( 4.2); 

10 Variegated tinsel en- 
hances. about right for 
decorations (7.S) 

II Head’s harbouring reli- 
gious belief ^7) 

12 This scot's a surgeon (7) 

13 Cut left card on carpet 

, <S) 

15 Author put off mostly, ab- 
sorbing none (5) 

18 Iron null (5) 

20 Crocks unearthed from 
grasses round lake (8) 

23 Waits, lavishes without 


Industrial body (English) 
after contract for plant 


measure (7) 



26 Make a shady retreat? 
(4,6,5) 

27 Slice of fish (a fillet) is on 
the way (6) 

28 Traders supplying shears 

(8) 

DOWN 

1 Business agent’s particu- 
lar (6) 

2 Waste time on article in 
‘exclusive’ (9) 

3 Run, before a boundary 

(7) 

4 Bundle from Spain in 
swindle (5) 

6 New released record’s 
first to be stocked (7) 

7 Part of tackle, rod, cast 
over river (5) 


8 Charlie, rising, flings cus- 
tard-pies? (8) 

9 Girl’s frill of spirit - quite 


a talker (S) 

14 Checked for faulty re- 


treads (8) 

16 Favoured fish with strong 
skin (9) 

17 A spirit before joint’s set 
up? (8) 

19 Barney, roped in by 
bridge players, makes set 
(7) 

21 Miss set, badly, with ball 
lobbed up and out (3,4) 

22 Those who get going au- 
dibly in bars (6) 

24 One to forge a thousand 


in roUed-up sheets? (5) 
25 Freezer for resident (5) 
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Hoddle did not take Ince off 
until 12 minutes from the end. 
Why not take him off earlier if 
his injury was affecting the 
team’s potency? “He was han- 
dling it OK," Hoddle said. “I 
took him off after he took an- 
other knock on the same area.” 

One reply negates the other. 
If he was “handling it" Ince’s in- 
jury can hardly be used as an ex- 
cuse for England's loss of 
control Maybe there is more to 
it than thaC like the lack of a 
midfield passer, such as Jamie 
Redknapp. 

The inclusion of Rob Lee, 
rather than Redknapp or a flair 
player such as Steve McMana- 
man, was Hoddle said, because 
“with Tfeddy Sberingham drop- 
ping off you can isolate Alan 
Shearer. Rob loves getting for- 


ward from midfield. Macca does 
it with the ball; Rob does it with 
and without You need that with 
Alan being marked tightly.” 

So, McManamaa cannot be 
played alongside Shearer and 
Sberingham. “I wouldn’t say 
that,” said Hoddle, who just had. 

Lee justified selection. Like 
David Beckham and Graeme Le 
Sanx he was prominent sup- 
porting the attack and some valu- 
able defensive work covering for 
others underlined the strength 
of England’s team spirit. 

“The match needed to be 
won and we have done that,” 
Hoddle said. Agreed World 
Cup qualifiers are about points 
first and performances second. 
Hoddle has also been ham- 
pered by having to do almost all 
bis team-building in competitive 


games. Tins has made it hard- 
er to instil his ideas. Hence Hod- 
die’s pleasure in working with 
players like Sberingham. 

“Tfeddy Is one of those play- 
ers who remembers thmgs on 
the f raming ground and does 
them when it is needed in 
games. In the last 10-15 minutes, 
when fatigue set in, Sol Camp- 
bell did not. He needs to con- 
centrate in the latter stages.” 

As Campbell had a good 
game, wi thin his limitations, 
and was the official man of the 
match such criticism could be in- 
terpreted as a way of prevent- 
ing him getting carried away. If 
so it is a rare example of Hod- 
dle using the press to get a point 
across. Usuallv he is far more 


taken out of context He also 

knows results will deride his des- 
tiny, not press conferences or 
playing' performances. 

Another win, in Katowice, will 
effectively secure England a 
place in the top two of Croup 
TWo. That would ensure that, at 
worst, they would have the 
chance to play-off for a place in 
next year's finals. Assuming they 
beat Moldova at home in Sep- 
tember they may then qualify as 






the best-placed runner-up - at 
present thev look to be on a par 


circumspect, and is a cutely 


aware of how comments can be 


present they look to be on a par 
with Belgium and Yugoslavia. 

A draw in Poland would 
probably be enough to secure 
second place but defeat could 
mean them needing at least a 
point in Rome in October. Not 
for the first time England's fate 
rests on the Poles. 
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Robson a loser over keepers 


but Everton are a big dub and 
looking to get better. They have 
had a tew problems but the po- 
tential and money is there. If they 
were interested I'd talk to them. 

“People keep saying that if I 
came back that it would have to 
be to a London dub. That's not 
necessarily true. The wife’s 
mother lives in London but, if 
and when I come back, it 
doesn’t matter where I go." 

Ince added: “There is a Jot of 
guessing going on about what 
sort of fee would be involved but 
people don’t know what the 
price would be if I deride to 
come back. People think they 
are going to have to pay £7m - 
but if it’s only £35ra then they 


SIMON TURNBULL 


Ince: ‘Let's be serious’ 


might change their mind. I 
haven’t derided what I am go- 
ing to do. It’s possible I might 
stay another year and anything 
in that direction wfll not happen 
until after the Uefa Cup final." 


Middlesbrough’s season is 
threatening to lurch from the 
sublime to the ridiculous. Fol- 
lowing his latest defeat anoth- 
er failed appeal to the Premier 
League, Boro's manager, Bryan 
Robson, is facing the possibili- 
ty of using Neil Cox, a former 
England Under-21 right-back, 
as an emergency goalkeeper 
against Aston Villa at the River- 
side Stadium tomorrow. 

Robson's four goalkeepers 
are all on the injured list- Mark 
Schwarzer has a calf problem. 
Ben Roberts has a swollen arm, 
Gary Walsh is recovering from a 


knee operation and .Man Miller 
has a suspected broken hand - 
and he was yesterday refused per- 
mission to borrow a goalkeeper 
to help his relegation-threat- 
ened side through four League 
games in eight days. 

A Premier League 
spokesman said last night: "The 
request has been turned down. 


cotton wool. The player we've 
always said would go in goal in 
an emergency is Neil Cox.” 

Chdsea have; as expected, 
beaten off interest from Italy and 
Spain tosgp the Uruguayan mid- 
fielder Gustavo Foyet. The 29- 
year-old international will go to 
Stamford Bridge on 30 June on 
a free transfer, under the 


Jim Smith, Derby Cotwtf 
lanauer, has made a£3-5m of- 


The position is perfectly clear. 
You can’t sign players after the 


You can’t sign players after the 
deadline and expect to play 
them in matches affecting the 
‘championship or relegation.” 

Robson said: “If you've got 
four goalkeepers out injured 
surely there’s got to be a dis- 
pensation. As itstands, well just 
have to wrap Ben Roberts in 


Bosman ruling, when his contract 
ends with Spain's Real Zaragoza. 

Ian Wright is in trouble with 
the Football Association again. 
The Arsenal striker has been 
summoned to Lancaster Gate 
as a result of comments he al- 
legedly made to the referee. 
Mike Riley, at the end of Ar- 
senal's 1-1 draw with Blackburn. 


manager, hasmade a£35m of- . 
fer to Monaco for the French : i 
international Efmnamel Petit; 4 
who can play lefi-baek, centre- ; : 
bade or in rredfieJd. . |J 
West Bromwich’s chairman 1 
Tony Hale, may call on tin 
club's former manager, .Alai " 
Buckley, to fidp to resdyetfcoa £ 
tract dispute with the smserPai] 
Peschisolido. The Canadiia [ 
asked for a transfer this wedf* •- 
claiming that Albion had bfofe*^' 
promises made 

signed him for £606,0w3i^? 
summer. Boddey is sub^^^ot 
after being sacked ty ||||pt j 
in January and " 

compensation. 1 


‘Lazy’ Doherty gets 
his act together 


MORSE 


Snooker 

GUY HODGSON 
reports from Sheffield 




It has been a consistent answer 
whenever pi avers have been 
asked who wifi win this year's 
Embassy World Championship 
at the Crucible. Stephen Hendiy 
is mentioned, of course - you 
could hardly ignore him - but 
Ken Doherty is picked out as the 
man playing the best snooker. 

“Ken looks as fresh as paint,” 
John Parrott, the 1991 cham- 
pion, said. “He’s an exception- 
al match player who is not 
worried about Stephen or any- 
one which is the right way to be. 
I expect him to get to the final." 

Doherty, the seventh seed 
from the Republic of Ireland, 
has to win the semi-final first 
and yesterday that was nota for- 
gone conclusion by any means. 
At the end of the first session 
he and Canada's Alain Ro- 
bidoux were level at 4-4 and a 
prolonged contest seemed to be 
unfolding. 

Nevertheless, to be in the 
semi-final is an accomplish- . 
meat for Doherty who was 
routed 6-1 by Steve Davis at the 
Benson and Hedges and Irish 
Masters and irritated his man- 
ager, Ian Doyle, so much last 
month he described him as 
“lazy”. 

Doyle has Hendry as one of 
his players and the six-times 
world champion would make 
Hercules seem idle, but the por- 
tents for Sheffield were not 
promising. Davis was sorted 
out with a 13-3 win in the sec- 
ond round, while even the man- 
ager has been placated by his 
charge’s sudden enthusiasm for 
work. 


“I didn’t know what 730 in 
the morning was,” said Doher- 
ty, who spent four weeks before 
the World Championships prac- 
tising seven hours a day with 
Ronnie O’Sullivan in Ilford. 
“Ian did have a point 

“He’s a great manager and a 
great friend and I suppose Tm 
a bit of a lazy bastard at times. 
1 have tried to change over the 
last few weeks and it's certain- 
ty paid off. 1 thought 1 was prac- 
tising hard before but 1 was 
doing it a different way and 
maybe not so much.” 

Yesterday Doherty’s start be- 
lied the “practice makes per- 
fect" philosophy. FGs opening 
shot was an attempt to rest the 
white against the pack but he 
misread the speed of the table 
and his first action of the match 
was to give away four points for 
a foul. 

Like Doherty, Robidoux, the 
I4th seed, is playing in his Erst 
World Championship semi-final 
and he looked anything but 
fazed by the occasion. Intro- 
duced as the “Montreal Magi- 
cian” by Alan Hughes, the 
master of ceremonies, he did 
not exactly cast a spell but he 
did have the upper hand for 
much of the session leading 2-1, 
3-2 and 4-3 before the I rishman 
levelled with a break of 75. 

What the score is between 
Darren Morgan and “Prince” 
Naseera Homed is debatable 
but what had begun as the 
snooker player asking for the 
boxer to be removed from the 
press seats at the Crucible dur- 
ing his quarter-final with 
Hendry because be found 
Naseem’s presence “intimidat- 
ing" flowered into a full-scale 
fuss yesterday. 

Hamed, a close friend of 


Hendiy, was scathing about 
the world No 9, saying the 
Welshman had made a “silly, 
stupid excuse - a kid. childish 
remark". 

“I’m embarrassed for the 
boy,” Hamed said. “If he calls 
himself a world-class player 
hew can he turn round and say 
a two-times world champion in 
the front row spooked him?" 

Morgan fought back on Ra- 
dio 5 Live. “He’s talking 
through his hat really, but who 
am I to say that - he’s a world 
champion," he said. “But it 
was a bit of a stupid statement. 
It just intimidated me, he’s got 
an intimidating face. There’s a 
press box there and he’s not 
press.” 

Morgan said he enjoyed 
watching Hamed box but could 
not resist adding: “Everybody 
would like to see him smacked 
out - and I am probably no dif- 
ferent.” 

Frank Warren, the promoter, 
also weighed in by offering 
Morgan a ringside seat for to- 
morrow’s dual world feather- 
weight title fight against Billy 
Hardy at the Nynex Centre in 
Manchester. “We have invited 
Dairen Morgan to take a front 
row seat at the .fight, to see if 
he can intimidate Naz cm behalf 
of Billy. Tmsure he'd love to do 
that” 

Morgan has declined and 
was understandably upset to, 
hear himself described as 
“childish" and "immature" by 
the fighter. What he had for- 
gotten is the first law of boxing: 
nothing sells tickets like a row. 
■ Alan Chamberlain, 54, of 
Wigan, will referee the World 
Championship final for-the first 
the first time on Sunday and 
Mondav. 
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